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TO 

HER ROYAL HIGHNESS 

PRINCESS SOPHIA. 
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Madam, 

I FEEL inexpressible satisfaction in being 
allowed to present to a Piincess of your 
distinguished humanity, and sweetness of ' 
disposition, this little Work : not merely on 
account of the honour it reflects on myself 
(of which I am very sensible,) but from the 
persuasion that your Patronage will give 
weight to the Lessons I now attempt to 
teach, and your Example enforce the prac* 
tice of thenu 

I do not mean to flatter you. Madam, nor 
would I on apy account suggest to your 
mmd an idea unsuitable* to your tender 
years; therefore give me leave to add, that 
you must consider yourself as indebted for 
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this good disposition, in the first place to 
Divine Providence, and in the next to the 
excellent education which it is your happi- 
ness to receive. 

If you continue to avail yourself of 
these advantages you will be a blessing to 

f^your Royal Parents, and an ornament to 
your country ; and, from your elevated sta- 
tion, will be enabled to do much good in the 
world, by exciting the emulation of others, 
of inferior ranks, to imitate your virtues. 

That these virtues may increase with 
your growing years, and that the anniversa- 
ry of this day may, to the end of life aflbrcl 
you a OHufortable retrospect on the time 

' that has passed, is the fervent wbh of. 

Madam, 
Your Royal Highnesses 
Most obliged, and 

Most obedient Servant, 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

It certainly comes within the compass ol* 
Christian benevolence to shew compassion to the 
Animal Creation^ and a good mind naturally in- 
clines to do so. But, as through an erroneous 
education, or bad example, many children con- 
tract habits of tormenting inferior creatures, be- 
fore they are conscious of giving them pain ; or 
fall into the contrary fault of immoderate tender- 
ness to them ; it is hoped that an attempt to point 
but the line of conduct, which ought to regulate 
the actions of human beings towards those ovef 
whom the Supreme Governor has given them 
dominion, will not be thought an useless under- 
taking I and that the mode of conveying instruc- 
tion on this subject, which the author of the fol- 
lowing sheets has adopted, will engage the atten- 
tion of young minds, and prove instrumental to 
the happiness of many an innocent animaL 
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rNTRODUCTTON. 

Mant jroung readen, doubilets, mn^mber 
to bave met with a book which give* un ac- 
count of a little bny named lleary, anil liis 
sister Charlotte,* whose mamma, when tlic in- 
dulged them with walking in ihe fielili and gar- 
dens, taught them to take partieuUr notice of 
every abject that presented itself to their view. 
The consequence of this was, tiiai ihey con- 
tracted a great fondness for animab ; anil used 
often to express a wish that their Birds, Cats, 
Dogs, Six. could talk, that they roiglit hold con- 
versations with them. Their mamma, there- 
fare, to amuse ihem, composed the fullowiiig 
Fabulous Histories ; in which the svnlimenis 
and alTections of a good father and mother, and 
a family of children, are supposed lo be possess- 
ed by a nest of Redbreasts ; and others of iJie 
feathered race are, by the force of imagination, 
endued witii the same iaculiies : but before 

e Kaowledge 



va 

Henry and Charlotte began to read these His- 
tories, they were taught to consider theni| not 
as containing the real conversations of Birds 
(for that is impossible we should ever under- 
stand) but af a series of Fables, designed not 
merely to excite compassion and tenderness for 
those interesting and delightful creatures, on 
which such wanton cruelties are frequently ex« 
ercised ; but also to convey moral instruction to 
the young reader ; and, in particular, to recon- 
Bieod the practice of general benevolence* 



irmm 




ST 



^Sj^e moMnS/f 



FABULOUS HISTORIES, 



THE INSTRUCTION OF CniLDnCN, 



THEIR TREATMENT OF ANIWAU- 
Br MRS. TRIMMER. 




- if^c'z. 




^nL^ ^c^^,.y/ 













J^^^JZ^ 3^ 



>-•■ 



wm^mmmm 



TO 



HER ROYAL HIGHNESS 

PRINCESS SOPHIA. 
Madam, 



'% 



I FEEL inexpressible satisfaction in being 
allowed to present to a Piincess of your 
distinguished humanity, and sweetness of * 
disposition, this little Work : not merely on 
account of the honour it reflects on myself 
(of which I am very sensible,) but from the 
persuasion that your Patronage will give 
weight to the Lessons I now attempt to 
teach, and your Example enforce the prac* 
tice of thenu 

I do not mean to flatter you. Madam, nor 
would I on any account suggest to your 
mmd an idea unsuitable* to your tender 
years; therefore give me leave to add, that 
you must omsider yourself as indebted for 
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this good disposition, in the first place to 
Divine Providence, and in the next to the 
excellent education which it is your happi- 
ness to receive. 

If you continue to avail yourself of 
these advantages you will be a blessing to 
f^your Royal Parents, and an ornament to 
your country ; and, from your elevated sta- 
tion, will be enabled to do much good in the 
world, by exciting the emulation of others, 
of inferior ranks, to imitate your virtues. 

That these virtues may increase with 
your growing years, and that the anniversa- 
ry of this day may, to the end of life aflbrd 
you a comfortable retrospect on the time 
' that has passed, is the fervent wbh of. 

Madam, 
Your Royal Highnesses 
Most obliged, and 

Most obedient Servant, 

3ARAH TRIMMER. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

It certainly comes within the compass ol* 
Christian benevolence to shew compassion to the 
Animal Creation^ and a good mind naturally in- 
clines to do so. But, as through an erroneous 
education, or bad example, many children con- 
tract habits of tormenting inferior creatures, be- 
fore they are conscious of giving them pain ; or 
iall into the contrary fault of immoderate tender- 
ness to them ; it is hoped that an attempt to point 
but the line of conduct, which ought to regulate 
the actions of human beings towards those over 
whom the Supreme Governor has given them 
dominion, will not be thought an useless under- 
taking ; and that the mode of conveying instruc- 
tion on this subject, which the author of the fol- 
lowing sheets has adopted, will engage the atten- 
tion of young minds, and prove instrumental to 
the happuiess of many an innocent animaL 
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INTRODUCTION. 

Many young readen, doubtlrwi, reiDwnbw 
lo kave met willi a book wiiich gives un ac- 
count of a lillie bny named Ilcnry, end li'is 
sisier Charlotte,* whose mamma, when she in- 
dulged them with walking in the fields and gar- 
dens, taught tbem (o take particular notice of 
every object that pi-esentetl itself to their view. 
The consequence of this was, that they con- 
tracted a great fondness for animals ; and used 
often lo express a wish that their Birds, Cati, 
Dogs, Sx. could talk, that ihcy might hold con- 
versations with them. Their mamma, there- 
fore, to amuse tliem, composed the following 
Fabulous Histories ; in which the sentiments 
and aSections of a good father and mother, and 
a family of children, are supposed to be (>o«sess< 
ed hy a nest of Redbreasts ; and othem of tlic 
feathered race are, by the force of imagination, 
endued witli the same faculties : but before 
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Henry and Charlotte began to read these His- 
tories, they were taught to consider them, not 
as containing the real conversations of Birds 
(for that is impossible we should ever under* 
stand) but a^ a series of Fables, designed not 
merely to excite compassion and tenderness for 
those interesting and delightful creatures, on 
which such wanton cruelties are frequently ex- 
ercised ; but also to convey moral instruction to 
the young reader ; and, in particular, to recon- 
Biend the practice of general benevolence* 
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to this bappy retreat, which no idle school- 
boy dared to enteri the ben Redbreast laid four 
eggSy and then took her seat upon them ; re* 
solving that nothing shoidd tempt her to leave 
the nest for any length of tim^ till she had hatch- 
ed her infant brood. Her tender mate every 
morning took her place while she picked up a 
hasty breakfast, and often, before he tasted any 
food himself, cheered her with a song. 

At length the day arrived when the happy 
mother heard the chirping of her little ones j 
with inexpresrible tenderness she spread her ma- 
ternal wings to cover tbem, threw out the egg- 
shells in which they before lay confined, then 
pressed them toher bosom, and presented them 
to her mate, who viewed them with rapture, 
and seated himself by her side, that he might 
share her pleasure. 

We may promise ourselves much delight in 
fearing our little family, said he, but it will occa- 
sion us a great deal of trouble ; I would willing- 
ly bear the whole myself, but it will be impossi- 
ble for me, with my utmost labour and industry, 
to supply all our nestlings with what is sufficient 
for their daily support \ it will therefore be nec- 
essary for you, to leave the nest sometimes, to 
seek provisions for them. She declared her 
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TO 



HER ROYAL HIGHNESS 

PRINCESS SOPHIA. 
Madam, 



'i 



I FEEL inexpressible satisfaction in being 
allowed to present to a Princess of your 
distinguished humanity, and sweetness of 
disposition, this little Work : not merely on 
account of the honour it reflects on myself 
(of which I am very sensible,) but from the 
persuasion that your Patronage will give 
weight to the Lessons I now attempt to 
teach, and your Example enforce the prac* 
tice of thenu 

I do not mean to flatter you, Madam, nor 
would I on any account suggest to your 
mmd an idea unsuitable* to your tender 
years; therefore give me leave to add, that 
you must consider yourself as indebted for 
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this good disposition, in the first place to 
Divine Providence, and in the next to the 
excellent education which it is your happi- 
ness to receive. 

If you continue to avail yourself of 
these advantages you will be a blessing to 
l^your Royal Parents, and an ornament to 
your country ; and, from your elevated sta- 
tion, will be enabled to do much good in the 
world, by exciting the emulation of others, 
of inferior ranks, to imitate your virtues. 

That these virtues may bcrease with 
your growing years, and that the anniversa- 
ry of this day may, to the end of life aflbrd 
you a comfortable retrospect on the time 
' that has passed, is the fervent wish of. 

Madam, 
Your Royal Highnesses 
Most obliged, and 

Most obedient Servant, 

5ARAHTRIMMER* 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

It certainly comes within the compass ol' 
Christian benevolence to shew compassion to the 
Animal Creation, and a good mind naturally in- 
clines to do so. But^as through an erroneous 
education, or bad example, many children con- 
tract habits of tormenting inferior creatures, be- 
fore they are conscious of giving them pain ; or 
fall into the contrary fault of immoderate tender- 
ness to them ; it is hoped that an attempt to point 
but the line of conduct, which ought to regulate 
the actions of human beings towards those ovef 
whom the Supreme Governor has given them 
dominion, will not be thought an useless under- 
taking ; and that the mode of conveying instruc- 
tion on this subject, which the author of the fol- 
lowing sheets h«s adopted, will engage the atten- 
tion of young minds, and prove instrumental to 
the happiness of many an innocent animaL 
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INTRODUCTION. 

Many young readeri, doubtless, rememiw 
to have met with a book whicli give* nn m> 
count of a little boy itamed Henry, and lii> 
sister Ciiarlotte,* wbose mamnna, when slie ii>- 
dulged ibem tritEi walking in the fields and gar- 
dens, taught them to take particular notice of 
every object that presented itself to their view. 
The consequence of this was, that they coo- 
tracled a great fondness for animals ; and used 
often to express a wish that their Birds, CaU> 
Dogs, &c. could talk, that they might hold con- 
versBtions tvilli them. Their mamma, there- 
fore, to amuse tliem, composed the following 
Fabulous Histories; in which the sentiments 
and aflections of a good father and mother, and 
a family of children, are supposed lo be possess- 
ed by a nest of Redbreasts ; anfl others of the 
feathered race are, by the force of imagination, 
endued with the aarae faculties : but before 
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Henry and Cbariotte began to read these His- 
tories, they were taught to consider them, not 
as containing the real conversations of Birds 
(for that is impossible we should ever under- 
stand) but Bf a series of Fables, designed not 
merely to excite compassion and tenderness for 
those interesting and delightful creatures, on 
which such wanton cruelties are frequently ex- 
ercised ; but also to convey moral instruction to 
the young reader J and, in particular, to recon- 
Biend the practice of general benevolence* 
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Kits RAMUET AKD H.\STRR FXEDEUCK rxEO- 

INO THl BIUU. 

In a hole wbicb lime had made, in a wall cover- 
ed with Ivy,a pair of RcdbreatU built thnr netL 
No place could have bera better chosen tor the 
purpose; itwai sliettered from the rain, screen- 
ed from the wind, and in an ordwrd belonging 
to a gentleman who had strictly charged hia do- 
mestics not to destroy (lie labours of those little 
songsters who choose hit ground at an asylum. 
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In thii bappy retnat, which no idle kIiooI- 
boy dared lo eater, ibe hen RedbrroM laid lour 
tggs, ariii then took her wat upon tlitm ; re- 
solving that nothing shoiilJ tempt her to Irave 
 f. ibe ne*t for any length of lime till the had hali-h- 
ed her iofaot brood. Her Irnder male every 
morning look ber place while the picked up a 
hasty breakfast, and often, before he tutcd any 
food hiiDself, cheered her with a song. 

At length the day nrrived when the hnppy 
mother heard the chirping of lier little ones ; 
with inexpressible tenderness she spread her ma- 
ternal wings to cover them, threw out the egg- 
•helb in which they before lay confined, then 
pressed them to her bosom, and presented iliera 
to her mate, who viewed ibem with rapture, 
tnd seated himself by ber side, that he might 
•hare her pleasure. 

We may promise ourselves much delight in 
rearing our little family, said he, but it will occa- 
sion U3 a great deal of trouble ; I would willing- 
ly bear the whole myself, but It will be impossi- 
ble for me, with my utmost labour and industry, 
to supply all our nestlings with what is sufficient 
for their daily suppoit ; it will therefore be nec- 
essary fur you, to leave the nest sometimes, to 
seek provistoRB for them. She declared ber 
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readiness to do so ; and said that there would be 
no necessity for her to be long absent, as bhe had 

• 

discovered a place near the orchard, where food 
was scattered on purpose for such birds as would 
take the pains of seeking it : and that she had 
been informed by a Chaffinch that there was no 
kind of danger in picking it up. This is a lucky 
discovery indeed, for us, replied her mate ; for 
this great increase of family renders it prudent 
to make use of every mean for supplying our 
necessities i I myself must take a laiger circuit, 
for some insects that are proper for the nestlings 
cannot be found in all places : however, I will 
bear you company whenever it is in my power. 
The little ones now began to be hungry, and 
opened their gaping mouths for food ; on which 
their kind father instantly flew forth to find it 
for them, and in turns supplied them all,* as well 
as his beloved mate. This was a hard day's 
work ; and when evening came on, he was glad 
to take repose ; and turning his head under his 
wing, he soon fell asleep ; his mate followed his 
example : the four little ones had before fiillen 
into a gentle slumber ; and perfect quietness for 
some hours reigned in the nest 

llie next morning they were awakened at the 
dawn of day, by the song of a Skjrlarki 
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liad a nest near the orchard ; and, as tlie y< 
Redbreasts were impatient for food, their iktlil 
cheerfully prepared himself to renew hb toil^ 
questing hb mate to accompany him to the pli 
ahe had mentioned. That I will do, replied s 
but it b too early yet : I must, therefore, I 
that you will go by yourself and procure a breu. 
fast for us, as I am fearful of leaving the nei 
lings before the air b wanner, lest they shoull 
be chilled. To thb he readily consented, ar»< 
fed all his little darlings, to whom, for the sak^j 
of distinction, I shall give tlie names of Robii 
-Dicky, Flapsy, and Pecksy. When thb kin^ 
office was performed he perched on a tree, ancfj 
while he rested, entertained his family with hir 
melody, till his mate, springing from the nest 
called him to attend her : on which he instantlj 
took wing, and followed her to a court-^'ard he^] 
lon^ng to a family mansion. 

No sooner did the happy pair apiKffir before 
the parlour window, than it was hastily thrown 
up by Miss Harriet Benson, a little girl, about 
eleven years old, the daughter of the gentleman 
and lady to whom the house belonged. 

Miss Harriet, with great delight, called her 
brother to see two Robin Redbreasts : and she 
was soon joined by Master Fttd^mW^ ^ ^ttf^ 
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TO 

HER ROYAL HIGHNESS 

PRINCESS SOPHIA. 
Madam, J. 



f^ 



I FEEL inexpressible satisfaction in being 
allowed to present to a Princess of your 
distinguished humanity, and sweetness of * 
disposition, this little Work : not merely on 
account of the honour it reflects on myself 
(of which I am very sensible,) but from the 
persuasion that your Patronage will give 
weight to the Lessons I now attempt to 
teach, and your Example enforce the prac* 
tice of them* 

I do not mean to flatter you. Madam, nor 
would I on any account suggest to your 
mmd an idea unsuitable* to your tender 
years; therefore give me leave to add, that 
you must consider yourself as indebted for 
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purpose, if yon can prevail on ttie sprvnnti W 
indulge you. I caanot bear to tee ibe [cast frag- 
ment of food wuled, which may coolribuie to 
the support of life in any creature. 

Miss Harriet being quite impatient loexerciw 
her benevolence, requested her brother la n- 
member thai the poor birds, fur whoai he hadt 
been a successful solicitor, would coon Hy avajr 
if he did nol make haste to feed lliein : on wliieh 
he ran to the tvindoM with his treasure in hit 
hand. 

When Miss Harriet first appeared, the niugtd 
suppliants approached with eager expectaiioa of 
the daily liandfiil, which ihcir kind benefactress 
made it a cusloni to distribute, and were surpri- 
sed at the delay of licr charity. Tliey Inipped 
around the window — they cliirpeU — liny twit- 
tered, and employed ail their little arts to gain 
attention; and wei-e on the point of departing, 
when Master Frcdcriclt, brcaliing a bit from the 
piece he held in his hand, allemptcd to scatter it 
among tliera, calling out at the same tiiur, 
Dicky 1 Dicky ! On hearing the well-known 
sound, the little flock immediately drew near. 
Master Frederick begg;ed that liis sister would 
let him feed all the birdii himself, but linding thai 
he could not fling the crumbs far enough fur [lie 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

It certainly comes within the compass ol* 
Christian benevolence to shew compassion to the 
Animal Creation, and a good mind naturally in- 
clines to do so. But, as through an erroneous 
education, or bad example, many children con- 
tract habits of tormenting inferior creatures, be- 
fore they are conscious of giving them pain ; or 
iall into the contrary fault of immoderate tender- 
ness to them ; it b hoped that an attempt to point 
but the line of conduct, which ought to relate 
the actions of human beings towards those ovef 
whom the Supreme Governor has given them 
dominion, will not be thought an useless under- 
taking ; and that the mode of conveying instruc- 
tion on thb subject, which the author of the fol- 
lowing sheets has adopted, will engage the atten- 
tion of youi)g minds, and prove instrumental to 
the happiness of many an innocent animaL 
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INTRODUCTION. 

Many young readen, doubtless, rctnemb«r 
to have met with a book which gives an ac- 
count of a little hay named Henry, and liis 
sister Charlotte,* whnsc mamma, when s lie in- 
dulged them with walking in the fields and gar- 
dens, taught them lo take particular notice of 
every object thai presented itself lo their view. 
The consequence of this was, tliat they can* 
tracted a great fondness for animals ; and used 
often to express a wish that their Birds, Cats, 
Dogs, Sx. could talk, that they might hold con- 
versations with them. Their mamma, there, 
fore, to amuse tliem, composed the fullowiiig 
Fabulous Histories; in which ibc sentiments 
and afieciions of a good father and mother, and 
a family of chiidren, are supposed to be possess- 
ed by a nest of Redbreasts ; and othere of the 
feathered race are, by the force of imagination, 
endued with the same faculties : but before 

.0 the Kaowledga 



va 

Henry and Chariotte began to read these His- 
toriesy they were taught to consider them, not 
as containing the real conversations of Birds 
(for that is impossible we should ever under* 
stand) but af a series of Fables, designed not 
merely to excite compassion and tenderness for 
those interesting and delightful creatures, on 
which such wanton cruelties are frequently ex- 
ercised ; but aUK> to convey moral instruction to 
the young reader ; and, in particular, to recom- 
aaend the practice of general benevolence* 
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MISS HARMET AKD MASTRR 

■NO THE BlUlt. 

In a. hole wbich time bad made, in a wall covei^ 
cdwith Ivy,a pair of Redbreasts built thrirnefL 
No place could have been better choeen for the 
purpose s it was slidtered rram the rain, screen- 
ed from the wind, and in ao ordiard belonging 
to a gentleman who hod strictly charged his do 
nestles not to destroy the labours of those little 
songsters who choose his ground ai an a^him. 



18 • 

Jlsrricit : llic linppy insFcl wns glad to fly away, 
and Frederick had soon tlie pleasure of seeing it 

Breakrast being radc-d, Mrs. Renson remind' 
ed thej'oung luily and genitenian iliat it was al- 
moit time for llieir lessons to bf^in ; but desired 
llieir maid to take llietn into llie garden before 
lliey applied to business. During his walk, 
Master Frederick amused himself with waidiing 
lUc butterfly, is it flew from flower to flower, 
nliiirli gave L.m more pleasure ilinii he could 
possibly have received from catcliing and coti- 
Rning the lilil e tender creature. 

Let us now see what became ot our Red* .. 
breasts after they left ilieir young bcnefucturs. 

The Hen bird, as 1 iufurmcd you, repaired 
immediately to the nest ; iicr heart flullered will) 
appreliensiui), as she entered it, and she eagerly 
called out, Are you all safe, my little dears ?— 
All safe, my good mother, replied Pecksy, but a 
little hungry, and very cold. — Well, Mid she, 
your lait complaint I can soon remove ; but in 
respect to tlic satisfying your Iiimger, that must 
be your father's task ; hiiwevcr, he will soon bo 
here, I make no doubt. Then spreading litr 
wings over them all, slie soon gave wuruith to 
llicai, and they were again cumfurtnhli;. 



In a very short time Iicr mate rcturncil ; (ov 
he only stayed at Mr. Benson's to finish his song, 
and sip some clear water, which his new friends 
always kept where they fed t!ie birds. lie 
brous;ht in his mouth a worm, which was given 
to Robin ; and was going to fetch one for Dicky, 
but his msite said, My young ones are now hatch- 
ed; and you tSkn keep therm warm as well as my- 
self ; take my place, therefore, and the next ex- 
cursion shall be mine. — I consent, answered he, 
because I think' a little flying now and then will 
do you good ; but, to save you trouble, I can di- 
rect you to a spot where you may be certain of 
finding worms for tliis morning's supply. lie 
then described the place ; and on her quitting 
the nest he entered it, and gatliered his young 
ones under his wings — Come, my d«?ars, said 
he, let us see what kind of a nurse I can make ; 
but an awkward one, I f(*ar ; even every moth- 
er-bird b not a good nurse : but you arc very 
fortunate in yours,- for she is a most tender one, 
* and I hope you will be dutiful for her kindn(;j5s. 
They all promised him they would. Well flicn, 
said he, I will siiHf you a song, lie did so, and 
it was a very merry uno, and delighted the nest- 
lings extremely ; so that, though they were nut 
quite comfortable under his wings, they did not 
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portance to you. Well, said Pecksy, I would 
apply to music witli all my heart, but I do nol 
believe it possible for me to learn it Perhaps 
not, replied her father ; but I doubt not you will 
apply to whatever your mother requires of you 
and she is an excellent judge both of your talenti 
and of what is suitable to your station in life. 
She is no songstress herself, and yet she is very 
clever, I assure you : here she comes. Thei^ 
rinng to make room for her, Take your seat, mj^ 
love, said he, and I will perch upon the ivy« 
The hen again covered her brood, whilst he^. 
mate amused her with his singing and conversa^j 
tion, till the evening ; excepting that each pa«j 
rent bird flew out in turn to get food for theirj 
young ones. 

In this manner several dajrs parsed with little 
variation ; the nestlings were very thriving, and.^ 
daily gained strength and knowledge, througl^l 
the care of their indulgent parents, who every] 
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int. BCKION AND THE VOVttO C 

LAOY AT BKKAKPAST. THE lOBIXtl VEXTr:RK 
UPON THE TEA TABLE. 

It happened one dny thai both th« RedbfeaAU, -. 
who alwayi went together to Mr. Cenaon'a (bo- 
cause if (Hie had waited for the oiher'a return it 
would have missed the dunce of being fed); it 
bappenad, I say, that they were both abaent lon- 
ger than luual; roriheirlittlebeneroclonhanng 
been fatigued with a very long walk the evening 
before, lay late in bed that morniogi batwaoon 
u Frederick wai dretaed, hii filter, wbo wu 



wniling fur liiin, look Itimb^' (Ik- liamt, mid Inl 
liitii down staini, wlter« liKliu«lily ukcd tltr cook 
for llie oillociinn ofcnimbs. As toon ns lie en* 
tercel llic brcnkliul parlour, lie mn cagerlj- (o ih* 
n-in(]air,an(Ialtcijipte(] tD fling it u|>. Wli.ii ii 
the cause of ll>b mighty biiMic? xaiil Im mamtnn, 
Do you Dot perceive llui I am In the room, 
Frederick ?—U, my birds ! my birds! »icd lie. 
I unHcrstiuid, rejoined Mn. IIeiiM>n, tlinl yon 
liave ncglecleil to feed your liille penslonen ; 
Uoo'come tliis about, Harriet ? — We were lui 
tired lust night, answered Miss Benson, lliat trc 
overslept ourselves, nuiinma.— This eneuse niny 
utisly you and your brother, n<ldcd tlie la<ly, bnl 
I fiNir your birds would brinj heavy ciimplDinI<i 
against yini, were they sble to tiil!i. l!ut make 
hiUiE to Teed ihcm now; and, fur the firturc. 
whenever jou give any hving creature cause Id 
depend upon you for siislcniiiice, Ik careful on 
no account to disnppoint it, and if you are pre- 
vented from feeding it yourself, employ another 
person to do it for you. 

It is customarj', continued Mrs. Benson, fi.r 
liltle boys and girls to puy their respects to their 
papas »nd mannnas every morning, as soon 111 
they see them. This, Frederick, j-oii oitphl 10 
liQVC done to me, on entering thu ptirlnwr, in-* 
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stead of running across it| crying out. My birds! 
my birds I It would have taken you but very lit* 
tie time to have done so ; however^ I will excuse 
your neglect now, my dear^ as you did not intend 
to offend me ; but remember that you depend 
as much on your papa and me for every thing 
you want as these little birds do on you ; nayi 
more ao^ for they could find food in other places; \^ 

but children can do nothing towards their own 
support; they should therefore be dutiful and 
respectful to those whose tenderness and care 
they constantly experience. 

Miss Harriet promised her mamma that she 
would, on all occasions, endeavour to behave as 
she wished her to do : but I am sorry to say 
Frederick was more intent on opening the win-.; 
dow than on imbibing the good instructions that 
were given him. This he could not do ; there-^ 
fore Harriet, by her mamma's permission, went'- 
to h*is assistance, and the store of provisions was* 
dispensed. As many of the birds had nests, they 
eat their meal with all possible expedition;* 
among this number were die Robins, who dis*' 
patelied their business as soon as they could, for' 
the Hen was anxious to return to her little onei,^ 
and the Cock to procure them a breakfast ; and 
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hai^Dg givvn hisyoang friends a nong beftire they 
left their bedchambers, be did not think it neces- 
sary to stay to sing any moft ; tliey therefore de* 
parted. 

Wlien the mother-bird arrived at the ivy-wall, 
she sti^ped at the entrance of the nest with a 
palpitating heart ; biit| seeing her brood all safe 
and well she hastened to take them under her 
wings. As soon as she was seated, she observed 
that they were not so cheerful as usual. What 
js the matter ? said she ; How have you agreed 
during my absence? To tliese questions all were 
unwilling to reply; for the truth was that they 
had been quarrelling almost the whole time. 
f What ! all nlent ? said she ; I fear you have not ' 

*; obeyed my commands, but have been contend- 

•K uig. I desire you will tell me the truth. Robin 

knowing that he was the greatest offender, began 
to justify himself before the others could have 

\ ; time to accuse him. 

f I am sure, mother, said he, I gave Dick a little 

peck, because he crowded me so; and all the 

I others jmoed with him, and fell upon me at 






J . Sinceyotthavebegun,Robin,answered Dicky, 

1^ I roust speak, for you gave me a very hard peck 

indeed ; and I was airaid you had put out my 
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KedbreastSy who, being strangers, kept at a di»» 
tance, he resigned tlie task, and Miss Harriet, 
with dexterous hand, threw some of them to the 
▼ery spot where the affectionate pair stood, 
waiting for her notice, and with grateful hearts 
picked up the portion assigned them ; v and, in 
the meanwhile the other birds, being satisfied, 
flew away, and they were left alone. Master 
Frederick exclaimed with rapture, that the two 
Robin Redbreasts were feeding ! and Miss Har- 
riet meditated a design of taming them, by kind- 
ness. Be sure, my dear brother, said she, not to 
IcMget to ask the cook and John for the crumbs, 
mad do not let the least morsel of any thing yoii 
hare to eat fiiU to the ground. I inll be careful 
m respect to mine, and we wUl collect all that 
papa and mamma crumble ; and, if we cannot 
liy these means get enough, I wiU. spend some of 
my money ro grain for them. Oh, said Freder- 
ick, I would give all the money I have in tbe^ 
world to buy victuals ibr my dear, dear birds*-— 
taold, my bve, said Mrs. Benson, thoij^h I com* 
BKnd your humanity, I most remind you again 
that there are poor^^eople as well as poor birds. 
—Well, mamma, replied Frederick, I will only 
buy a fittle grain then. As he spake the last 
wocdi, the Redbreasts having finished 
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lut'jl, tiiu iiiuliicr bii-il vjcprcsscd Iter ii»|t:i 
10 rciuni lo llic iicnI ; mid Iiaviii^ olilniii 

inNtc 9 consent, hIiq rejiniml with ull jiomii 

Apeed to licr liumblc liabilaiion, nbiUt li« tuucd 
liis melodious pi|M.>, and duliglilnl their joung 
bcacradors with lib music ; lie llicn Bjircnd his 
widgi, and look liis Higlil lu an ndjoiniiig g^ii^- 
den, where he lincl a great cliuuce of finding 
U'omis for hi? lar''!-"' 

Master Uej oi. t rrcot concern thut 

Uic Robins n „m. wa« comrortcd by 

liU ibter, wh< irr-., Iiim tliat, in all probabil- 

ity, bis new li Hirii ; m<-t with m kind 

a reception, T lul he morrow. Alra. 

Qenson then Li . ..le window ; ami, 

taking FredericK in her lap, and desiring Miss 
Harriet to sit down by her, lliiis addressed them : 

I am deligliled, my dear cliildrcn, with your 
Iiumane behaviour towards animaU, uiid wJsli by 
■II means (o encourage it : but, let me recom- 
mend to you, not to suffer your tender retlin^* 
towards animals to gain upon yuu to such a de- 
gree as to miike you uuliappy, or litrgotful of 
lliose who have a lii<;lier clnim to your nliention : 
_I mean poor people — always keep in mind 
tbe dislKKKs wliich ihey endure ; and nu no ac- 
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fo tlie oataide of his mother's wing, while the otb* 
ers were fed, she would not hear a word in hit 
behair. The father soon came and fed Flapsy, 
and then thinking it best for his mate to contiiH 
ue her admonitions, he flew off agiun ; during 
her father's absence, Pecksy, whose little heart 
was full of affectionate concern ior the punish-' 
ment of her brother, thus attempted to comibrt 
him. 

Dear Robin, do not grieve, I will give you my 
breakfast, if my mother will let me. Oh, said 
Robin, I do not want any breakfast ; if I may 
not be served first I will have none. Shall I ask 
my mother to forgive you, said Pecksy ? I do not 
want any of your intercessions, replied he ; if 
you had not been a parcel of ill-natured things I 
should not have been pushed about Ui I am. 

Come back, Pecksy, said the mother, who 
overheard them, I will not have you converse 
with so naughty a bird. I forbid every one of 
jrou even to go near him. The father then arri- 
ved, and Pecksy was fed. You may rest yourself, 
my dear, said the mother, your morning's task if 
ended. Why what has Robin done } asked he, 
What I am sorry to relate, she replied ; quarrel- 
}ed with bis brother^ and Msters. QiianrelM 
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with his brothers and sistersi^ou surprise me : 
I could not have suspected he would have been^ 
either so foolish or so unkind. O this is not all, 
said the mother, for he presumes on being the 
eldest, and claims half the nest to himself when 
we are absent, and now is sullen because he is 
disgraced, and not fed first as usual. If this is 
the case, replied the father, leave me to settle this 
business, my dear, and pray go into the air a 
little, for you seem to be sadly vexed. I am dis- 
turbed, said she, I confess ; for, aAer all my care 
and kindness, I did not expect such a sad return 
as this. I am sorry to expose this perverse bird 
even to you, but he will not be corrected by me. • 
I will do as you desire, go into the air a little ; ' 
so saying, she repaired to a neighbouring tree, 
where she anxiously waited the event of her 
mate's admonition. 

As soon as the'roother departed, the father 
thus addressed the delinquent. And so, Robin, 
you want to be master o( the nest ? A pretty 
master you would make indeed, who do not 
know even how to govern your own temper ! 
I will not stand to talk much to you now, but 
depend upon it I will not suffer you to use any 
of the family ill, particularly your good mother;, 
and if ^ou persist in obstinacy)! mVi c»tV3i^^ 
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turn you out of the nest before you can fly» 
These threatenings intimidated Robin, and b^ 
also began to be very hungry as well as cold ; 
he therefore promised to behave better for the 
future, and hb brothers and sisters pleaded earn* 
estly that he might be forgiven and restored to 
his usual place. 

I can say nothing in respect to the last partic- 
ular, replied the father, that depends upon his* 
mother ; but as it is his first offencci and he. 
seems to be very sorry, 1 will myself pardon it, 
and intercede for him with his mother. On this : 
he left the nest to seek for her. Return, my: 
dear, said he, to your beloved family; Robin- 
seems sensible of his oflence, and longs to ask 
your forgiveness. Pleased at thb intelligence, 
the mother raised her drooping head, and closed 
her wings, which hung mournfully by her sides, 
expressive of the dejection of her spirits. I fly 
to give it him, said she, and hastened into the 
nest. In the meanwhile Robin wished for, yet 
dreaded, her return. 

As soon as he saw her he lifted up a supplica- 
ting eye, and in a weak tone (for hunger and . 
sorrow had made him faint) he cried, Forgive ? 
me, dear mother, I will not again offend you« I 
accept your submission, Robin, said she^ and will 
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once more ive«v« yog (o my wiiig ; bol inietJ 
your beliaviour has mad* me v*ry onliAppy. 
She (hen made room Tor him, he nestled clwiFly- 
to her tide, and looo Tound ihe bene&l of Ix-f 
fosterinf beat ; but be was ilill hungry, yet he 
had not confidence to ask his father to fetch him 
toy victuals : but this kind parent soring tlmt 
l)i* mother had received him into favoor, flew 
with all apeed loan adjacent field, wliere he 
soon met with a worm, which with lender love 
be presented to Robin, who swallowed it with 
gratitude. Thus was peace restored to the nest, 
and the happy mother once more rejoiced that 
bormony reigned in (he family. 

A few days after a fresh disturbance took 
place. All the little Redbreasts, excepting 
Pecksy, in turn committed some fault or other, 
for which Ibey were occasionally punished ; but 
she was of lo amiable a disposition, tiiat it was 
her constant study to act with propriety, and 
avoid giving offence; on which account she was 
justly caressed by her parenu with distinguish- 
ing kindness. This excited the envy of the 
others, and they joined together to treat her ill, 
giving her the titi? of the Favourite ; caying 
tbat tbey joafle no doiibt their father and mother 



would reserve the nicest morsels for tkdrilar- 

ling. 

Poor Pecksy bore all their reproadies with 
patience, hoping that she should in time regain 
their good opinion by her gentleness and aficc- 
tion. But it happened one day that, in the 
midst of their tauntings, their mother unexpect« 
edly returned, who hearing an uncommon noise 
among her young ones, stopped on the ivy to 
learn the cause ; and as soon as she discovered 
It, she made her appearance at the entrance of 
the nest, with a countenance that shewed she 
knew what was going on. 

Are these the sentiments, said she, that sub- 
sist in a family which ought to be bound together 
by love and kindness ? Which of you has cause 
to reproach either your father or me with partial 
ity ? Do we not, with the exactest equality, dis- 
tribute the fruits of our labours among you ? 
And m what respect has poor Pecksy the prefer- 
ence but in that praise which is justly her due, 
and which you do not strive to deserve ? Has 
she ever yet uttered a complaint against you^ 
though, from the Rejection of her countenance, 
which she in vain attempted to conceal, it b ev- 
ident tliat she has suffered your reproaches foe 
some days past ? I positively command you to 



tmt her Mlierwi»e, for it is > mMhir'i dnljr to 
•uccour a prrwuled nntlin; : ami I will nr* 
Uinly Bclmil her neit my ticurr, niul bnnUli yoa 
all froni ihni place you have hlllurno powmnl 
in it, if you »iiiref envy and jntlnmy lo occupy 
your bosomi, initrad of ihui icnckr love wliich 
th«, as the kindest of ■inters, liiu  rielil to ci> 
pect from you. 

Robin, Diclcy, and FInp«y, were quite eon* 
founded by their moiher** reproof, and Pwltny, 
sorry that ihey had incurred the displcaiun- of 
go tender a parent, kindly endnvoured lo u>(tr» 
her anger. That t have been vexed, niyd«ir 
BMther, laid sIm, ii true, but not so much as you 
fuppose; and I ant ready lo believe that my 
dear brolhera and sister were not In earnest in 
the severe things they said of me — perhaps thfy 
»only meant to uy my afleciion. I now entreat 
ibem to believe, thai I would willingly resign the 
greatest pleasure in life, could I by that means 
increase their happiness; and so far from wish- . 
ing br the nicest moraelf, I would content my- 
■elf with the humblest fare, rather than any of 
tbem should be disappointed. This tender 
speech had its desired effect ; it recalled those 
amdmenti or,lave which envy and jealousy had 
fcr « tioM buuihed { aliihe acstlingi acknow 
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ledged their faults^ their mother forgave them, a 
perfect reconciliation took pUice, to the great jojr 
of Pecksy, and indeed of all parties. 

All the nestlings continued very good for sev« 
eral days, and nothing happened worth relating^ 
the little family were soon covered with feathers, 
which their mother taught them to dress, tell- 
ing them that neatness was a very essenUal 
thing, both for health, and also to render them 
agreeable in the eye of the world. 
I Robin was a very strong, robust bird, not re- 

markable for his beauty ^ but there was a great 
briskness in his manner, which covered many 
defects ; and he was very likely to attract notice* 
His father judged, from the tone of hu chirp- 
ings, that he would be a very good songster. 

Dicky had a remarkably fine plumage ; his 
breast was of a beautiful red, his body and, 
wings of an elegant mottled brown, and his eyes 
sparkled like diamonds. 

Flapsy was also very pretty, but more distin* 
guished for the elegabce of her shape than for 
the variety and lustre of her feathers. 

Pecksy had no outward charms to recomipend 
her to notice; but these defects were supplied 
by the sweetness of her disposition. Her temper 
was constantly serene^ she was ever altentiv»to 
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the happiness of her panmts, and would not 
have grieved them for the world ; and her aflec- 
tion for her brothers and sister was so great, that 
she constantly preferred their interest to her 
own, of which we have lately given an instance* 
The kind parents attended to them with unre- 
mittuig affection^ and made their daily visit to 
Master and Miss Benson, who very punctually 
discharged the benevolent office of feeding 
thcra. The Robin Redbreasts, made familiar 
by repeated favours, approached nearer and 
nearer to their little friends by degrees, and at 
letigth ventured to enter the room and feed upon 
the breakfast-table. Miss Harriet was delighted 
at thb -circumstance, and Frederick was quite 
transported ; he longed to catch the birds ; but 
hb mamma told him that would be the very 
mean to drive them away. Miss Harriet en- 
treated him not to frighten them on any account ; 
and he was prevailed on to forbear ; but could 
not help expressing a wish that he had them in 
a cage, that he might feed them all day long. 

And do you really think, Frederick, said Mrs. . 
Benson, that these little delicate creatures are 
such gluttons as to desire to be fed all the day 
long? Could you tempt them to do it, they 
wpuld soon die ; but they kno^ b^^^^svd ^^ 
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soon as their appedtes are satisfied, always leave 
off eating. Many a litde boy may learn a lesson 
firomtbem. Do not you recollect one of your ac- 
quaintance, who, if an apple-pie, or any thing 
else that he calls nice, b set before him, will eat 
till he makes himself sick? Frederick looked 
ashamed, being conscious that he was too much 
inclined to indulge his love of delicacies. Well, 
said his mamma, I see you understand who I 
mean, Frederick, so we will say no more on that 
subject ; only, when you meet with that little 
gendeman, give my love to him, and tell him I 
beg he will be as moderate as hit Redbreasts. 
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CHAPTER IIL 

THE NitsTLiNui fhioiitened by a llOySTEK. 

Tkk CiirL bird, having finished hii bnakfast^ 
flcv out at llu; window, followed by his mate ; 
and wi *non ai ibcy were out oT sight, Mrs. Beth 
ion continued her discoune. And would you 
ically confine these sweet creatures in a cage, 
Frederick, merely to hare tlkc pleasure of feed- 
ing tbrai ? Should you like to be always shut np 
in « little room, and think it sufficient if you 
were lupplied with nctuaU and drink 7 Ii there 
noenjoymentin ninning about, jumpinf, andgo> 
ingfrom place to place? Do not you like 16 
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keep company with little boys and girls ? And 
is there no pleasure in breathing the fresh air ? 
Though tliese little animals are inferior to you, 
there is no doubt but tliey are capable of enjoy- 
ments similar to these ; and it must be a dreadful 
life for a poor bird to be shut up in a cage, where 
he cannot so much as make use of his wings ; 
where he is separated from his natural corapan- 
ions ; and where he cannot possibly receive that 
refreshment which the air must aflbrd to him 
when at liberty to fly to such a height. But this 
is not ally for many a poor bird is caught and 
.taken from its fiunily^aAer it has been at the trou- 
ble of building a nest, has perhaps laid its eggs, 
or even hatched its young ones, which are by 
this meana exposed to certain destruction, it is 
likely that these very Redbreasts may have 
young ones, A>r this is the season of the year for 
their hatching ; and I rather think they have,^ 
from the circumstance of their always coming 
together. If that *is the case, said Miss Harriet, 
it would be pity indeed to confine them. But 
why, mamma, if it is wrong to catch birds, did 
you (U one time keep Canary4>ird8 ? 

The case is very different in respect to Cana- 
ry-birds, my dear, said Mrs. Benson ; by keep* 
ingtbemin a^age,! did them a kudness. I 
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them as little foreignen who claimed 
my hotpitality. Thb kind of bird came origiiH 
ally from a warm climate ; they are in their na« 
ture very susceptible of cold, and would perish 
in the open air in our winters ; neither does the 
food which they feed on grow plentifully in this 
country ; and as here they are always bred in 
cages, they do not know how to procure the ma* 
terials for their nests abroad. And there is 
another particular which would greatly distress 
them were they to be turned loose, which is, the 
persecution they would be exposed to from oth- 
er birds. 1 remember once to have seen a poor 
Hen Canary bird which had been turned loose 
because it cinild not sing ; and surely no crea« 
ture could be more miserable. It was starving 
for want of victual, famishing with thirst, shiv- 
ering with cold, and looked terrified to the great- 
est d<^gree ; while a parcel of sparrows.and chaf- 
finches pursued it from place to place, twittering 
and chirping with every mark of insult. I 
could not help fancying the little creature to be 
like a foreigner just landed from some distant 
country, followed by a rude rabble of boys, who 
were ridiculing him because his dress and hin- 
guage were strange to them. 

And what became of the poor little creature. 
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mamma ! 'said Miss Harriet. 1 was going to 
tell you, my dear, replied Mrs. Benson ; I order- 
ed the servant to bring me a cage^ with seed and 
water in their usual places ; this I caused to be 
hung on a trce^ next to tliat in which the little 
sufferer in vain endeavoured to hide himself 
among the leaves from, his cruel pursuers* No 
sooner did the servant retire^ than the poor lit- 
tle wretch flew to it. I immediately had the 
cage brought into the parlour, where I experien- 
ced great pleasure in observing what happiness 
the poor creature enjoyed in her deliverance. I 
kept it some years ; but not choosing to confine 
her in a little cage, 1 had a large one bought, and 
procured a companion for her of her own spe- 
cies. I supplied them with materials for build- 
ing ; and from them proceeded a little colonji 
which grew so numerous, that you know I gave 
them to Mr. Bruce to put into his aviary, where 
you have seen them enjoying themselves. Sa 
now I hope I liave fully accounted for having 
kept Canary-Birds in a cage. You have indeed^ 
mamma, said Harriet. 

I have also, said Mrs. Benson, occasionally 
kept Larks. In severe winters, vast numbers of 
them come to this country Iroma colder climate, 
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and many perish. Quantities of them are killed 
and sold for the spit ; and the bird -catchers usu- 
ally have a great many to sell ; and many an idle 
boy has bome to dispose of. I frequently buy 
them, as you know, Harriet ; but as soon as the 
fine weather returns I constantly set them at lib- 
erty. Bm come, my dears, prepare for your 
morning walk ; and afterwards let me see you in 
my dressing-room. 

I wonder^ said Frederick, whether our Red- 
breasts have got a nest ? I will watch to-mor- 
row which way they fly ; for I should like to 
aee the little ones. And what will you do should 
you 6nd them out ? said his mamma ; not take 
the nest, I hope ? Why, replied Frederick, I 
should like to bring it home, mamma, and put it 
in a tree near the house ; and then I would scat- 
ter crumbs for the old ones to feed them with. 

Your design is a kind one, said Mrs. Benson, 
but would greatly distress your little favourites. 
Many birds, through fear, forsake their nests 
when they are removed ; therefore I desire you 
to let them alone if you should chance to find 
them. Miss Harriet then remarked that she 
thought it very cruel to take birds' nests. Ah I 
my dear, said Mrs. Benson, those who commit 
such barbarous actions are quite inaftia\bkt.o\.\\<^ 
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distresses they occasion. It is very tnie^ that*we 
ought not to indulge so great a degree of pity 
and tenderness for animals, as for those who are 
more properly our fellow-creatures; I mean 
men, women, and children } but, as every living 
creature can feel, we should have a constant re- 
gard to those feelings, and strive to give happi- 
ness rather than inflict misery. But go, my dear, 
and take your walk. Mrs. Benson then left 
tliero to attend her usual morning employments ; 
and the young lady and gentleman, attended by 
their maid, passed an agreeable half hour in the- 
garden. 

In the mean time the hen Redbreast returned 
to the nest,, while her mat» took hb flight in 
seaixh of food for hb family. When the 
mother approached the nest, she was surpri- 
sed at not hearing as usual the chirping of her 
f young ones ; and what was her astonbhment 

r ' at seeing them all crowded together, trembling 

with apprehension! What is the matter, my 
nestlings, said she, that I find you in thb ter- 
ror? 

Oh, my dear mother I cried Robin, who first 
ventured to raise up his head, is it you ? Pecksy 
then revived, and entreated her mother to come 
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into Uie nest, which she did without delay, and 
the little Iremblfvs crept under her nings, endea- 
vouring (o conceal ihemsclvei in this happy re- 
Ireaf. 

What has len-iAed you in this manner ? Mid 
she. Ob f I do not know, replied Dicky, but 
we have seen such a monster as I never behdd 1 
before. A monster, my dear .' pray describe !(■ ' 
I cannot, said Dicky, it was loo frighlAil lo be do* 
acribed. Friglitfut, indeed, cried [tohiii ; but I 
bad a full view of il, and will give the best de- 
scription I can. 

We were all sitting peaceably in the nest, nnd 
very happy together ; Dicky and I were trying 
to sing, when suddenly we heard a noise against 
the wall, and presently a great round red face 
appeared before the nest, with a pair of enor- 
mous staring eyes, a very large beak, and below 
that a wide mouth with two rows of bones that 
looked as if they could grind ua all to pieces in 
an instant. About the top of this round face, 
and down the sides, hung something black, but 
not like feathers. When the two staring eyes 
had looked at us for some time, the whole thing 
disappeared. I cannot at all conceive from 
your description, Robin, what ibis thing could 
be, said the mother, but perhaps it may come 
asain. 
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Ob ! I hope not| cried Flapsy^ I shall die 
with fear if it does. Why so, my love? said 
her mother, has it done you any harm ? I can- 
not say it hasy replied Flapsy. Well then, you 
do very wrong, my dear, in giving way to such 
apprehensions. You roust strive to get the bet- 
ter of tliis fearful disposition : when you go 
abroad in the world you will see many strange 
objects ; and if you are terrified at every ap- 
pearance which you cannot account for, you will 
live a roost unhappy life. Endeavour to be 
good, and then you need not fear anything. 
But here comes your father, perhaps he will be 
able to explain the appearance which has so 
alarmed you to-day. 

As soon as the father had given the worm to 
Robin, he was preparing to depart for another, 
but, to his surprise, all tlie rest of the nestlings 
begged him to stay, declaring they had rather go 
without their meal, on condition he would but 
remain at home and talce care of them. Stay 
at home and take care of yo4i ! said he. Why is 
that more necessary now than usual? The 
mother then reUmd the strange occurrence that 
had occasioned this request. Nonsense! said 
he, a monster ! great eyes ! large mouth ! long 
beak! I don't understand such stuff. Besides as 
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■( did tliera DO harm, why an they M be In tattt 
terror now it is gone I Don't be ongry, dcnr 
father, said Peckit]-, for it wns very frigliiful in- 
deed. Well,«at(i he, I will Hy all nund tlie or- 
chard, and jicrhaps 1 may meet iliit monsler. 
Oh, it will eat you up \ it will eat you up .' said 
Flapsy. Never fear, said lie ; atid away iie 
flew. 

The motlicr (lien again attempted to calm 
ihero, but all in vain, their fean were now re- 
doubled for their father'* safely ; however, to 
their great joy, be soon returned. Well, said 
he, I have seen this monster : the little ones 
then clung to their mother, fearing tlie dreadful 
creature was just at band. What, afraid again ! 
cried he, a parcel of stout heani I have in my 
nest truly ! Why, when you fly about in the 
world, you will in all probability see hundreds of 
■uch monsters (as you call them,) unless you 
choose to confine yourselves to a retired life ; 
nay, even in woods and groves you will be liable 
to meet some of them, and those of the most 
mischievous kind. I begin to comprehend, 
said the mother, that these dear nestlings have 
seen the face of a man. Even so, replied 
her mate : it is a man, no other than our friend 
the gardener, who hai bo alarmed them. 



A man ! cried Dicky : was that frightful 
tiling a man ? Nothing more, I assure you, an- 
swered bis father, and a good man too, I have 
reason to believe ; for be b very careful not to 
frighten your mother and me when we are pick- 
ing up worms, and has frequently thrown crumbs 
to us when he was eating his breakfast. 

And does he live in this garden ? said Flapsy. 
He works here very often, replied her father, 
but is frequently absent. O then, cried she, 
pray take us abroad when he is away, for indeed 
I cannot bear to see him. You are a little sim- 
pleton, said the father ; and if you do not en- 
deavour to get more resolution, I will leave you 
in the nest by yourself, when 1 am teaching your 
brothers and sister to fly and peck ; and what 
will you do tlien ? for you must not expect we 
shall go from them to bring you food. Flapsy, 
fearful that her father would be quite angry, 
promised to follow his directions in every re- 
spect ; and the rest, animated by his discourse) 
began to recover their spirits. 




CHAPTER IV. 

JOE THK OARDEHEil BBINOINO KEWS OF Til 
BIIDB' nest to hiss tIAUtlET AND UASTI 

fuedeiuce. 



Whilst the Icn-'ible commolions i-ulalcd in tl 
last chapier, pnsspd in tlic nest, the mnnstc 
who was DO other than honest Joe the gardeiie 
went to the house, and inquired for bis your 
master and mistress, having, as he justly supp 
sed, some very pleasing news to tell them. Boi 
Ihe young gentleman and lady, very readily a 
tended, thinking he had got some fruit or dowej 



ibrtben. Well, Joe, nud Mm BcmoOy what 
have jToa to say to Of ? Have yoo got a peach 
or a n ect arin e ? or hare yoo bro u g ht me a root 
of Sweet William ? 

No, Miss Harriet, said Joe ; biit I have some- 
thing tf I tell yoa that will please yoo as much as 
dio^ I bad. What's that ? w|^s that? said 
Frederick. Why, Master Frederick, said Joe, 
a pair of Robins have come mortal often to one 
place in the orchard lately : so thinks I, these 
birds have got a nest So, I watches, and watch- 
es, and at last I saw the old hen fly into a hole 
in the ivy wall. I had a fancy to set my ladder 
and look in ; but, as master ordered me not to 
frighten the butis, I stayed till the old one flew 
out again, and then I mounted, and there I saw 
the little creatures full fledged, and, if you and 
Miss Harriet' may go with me, I will shew them 
to you, for the nest is but a little way from the 
ground, and you may easily get up the step-lad- 
der. 

Frederick was in raptures, being confident 
that these were the identical Robins he was so 
attached to, and, like a little thoughtless boy as 
hi was, be would have gone immediately with 
tlMgaideoer, had not his sister reminded 
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that it was proper to ask mamma's leave first 
■lie thererore toldJoc she would let^him koo* 
when she had done so. 

When the Redbreasts had quieted the tern o 
their young family, and led them as usual ; the] 
retired to a free, desiring their little nestling 
not to be terrified if the monster should look ii 
upon lliem again, as it was very probable b< 
mnitd do. They promised (o bear the sight M 
well as they could. 

When the old ones were seated in the tree, t 
Is time, said the father, to take our nestling! 
abroad. You see, my love, how very (imoroui 
they are, and if we do not use them a little U 
the world, they will never be able to shift foi 
themselves. Very true, replied the mother^ 
they are now full fledged, and therefore, if you 
please, we will take them out to-morrow : bul 
prepare them for it. One of the best prepare 
tires, answered her mate, will bo to leave then 
by themselves a little: therefore we will non 
lake a flight _togel her, and then go'back. The 
mother complied, but she longed to be with bet 
dear family. 

When they stopped a little to rest on a tree, 
Lftst year, said the Hen Redbreast, it was my 
a to be deprived of my nestlings by 
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some cruel boyi, befofe they were quite fl«^^ 
and it is tliat wlucb makes me so timid noW| dial 
I do not fed comfortable when I am away from 
them. 

A calamity of the same kind beU me, repli^ 
ed the father, I never shall forget it. I had been 
taking a flight in the woods m order to procure 
some nice morsels for one of my nestlings; 
when I returned to the place in which I had im- 
prudently built, the firrt drcumstance that 
alarmed me, was a part of my nest scattered on 
the ground just at the entrance of my habita- 
tion ; I then perceived a large openii^ in the 
wall, where before there was only room for my- 
self to pass. I stopped with a beating heart, in 
hopes of hearing the chirpings of my beloved 
fiunily, but all was silence. 1 then resolv^ to 
enter ; but what was my consternation when I 
found that the nest, which my dear mate and I 
had with so much fad>our built, and the dear littie 
ones, who were the joy of our lives, were stolen 
away; nay, I did not know but the tender 
mother also was taken. I rushed out of the 
place, distracted with apprehensions for the mis- 
cries they might endure ; lamenting my weak- 
ness, which rendered me incapable of rescuing 
tiiem; I was ready to tear off my own feathers 
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"With vexation $ but recollecting that my dear 
mate might in all probability have escaped, I 
resolved to go in search of her. 

As I was flying along I saw three boys, whose 
appearance was far from disagreeable ; one of 
them held in his hand my nest of young ones, 
which he eyed with cruel delight, while his com- 
panions seemed to share his joy. 

The dear little creatures, insensible of their 
fiite (for they were newly hatched,) opened their 
mouths expecting to be fed by roe or their moth- 
er, but all in vain ; to have attempted feeding 
them at th'is time, would have been inevitable 
destruction to myself; but I resolved to follow 
the barbarians, that I might at least see to what 
place my darlings were consigned. 

In a sliort time the party arrived at a house, 
and he who before held the nest now committed 
it to the care of another, but soon returned with 
a kind of victuals I was totally unacquainted 
with ; and with this my young ones, when they 
gaped for food, were fed ; hunger induced them 
to swallow it, but soon R(\er, missing the warmth 
of their mother, they set up a general cry, 
which pierced my very heart. Immediately af- 
ter this the nest was carried away, and what be- 
came of my nestlings afterwards I nev^r could 
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discoveri though I frequently hovered about the 
fatal spot of their iffiprisonment with the hope 
of seeing them. 

Pray^ said the Hen Redbreast, wl^at became 
of your mate ? Why, my dear, said he, when I 
found there was no chance of assisting my little 
ones, I pursued my course, and sought her in 
every place of our usual resort, but to no pur- 
pose ; at length I returned to the bush, where I 
beheld an afflicting sight indeed, my beloved 
companion lying on the ground, just expiring I 
I flew to her instantly, and endeavoured to re- 
call her to life. At the sound of my voice she 
liAed up her languid eyelids, and said, And are 
you then safe, my love ? what is become of our 
little <mes ? In hopes of comforting her, I told 
ber they were alive and well ; but she replied, 
Your consolations come too late; the blow is 
stmck, I feel my death approaching. The hor- 
ror which seiased me when I missed my nestlings, 
•umI supposed myself robbed at once of my 
Bute and infants, was too powerful for my weak 
'^luiie to sustahi. Oh I why will the human 
VB^be so wantonly cruel? The agonies of 
^^^^ now came on, and, after a few convulsive 
P^BgVy glie breathed her last, and left me an un- 
'^^fPy widower. I passed the remainder of the 
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aommery and a dreary winter that 
in a very ustcomtbrtable manner ; 
natural cheerfulnesi of my disposil 
leave me long a prey to unavailing 
resolved the following spring to i 
mate^ and had the good fortune to m( 
whose amiable disposition has rene^ 
piness.— And now, my dear, said h< 
yon what became of your former cc 

Why, replied the Hen Redbreas 
the loss of our nest, as he was end 
discover what was become of it^ a 
caught him up and devoured him in 

I need not say that I felt the bi 
ibr his loss ; it is sufficient to infori 
kd a solitary life till I met with yo 
dearing behaviour has made society 
able to me. 
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CHAPTER V. 

MISS HABHIET AND HARTER FREDERICK VIBW- 
INO THB robins' KBST. 

As soon u Mrs. Benson returned to her child- 
ren Mssier Frederick ran up to her nying, 
Good newt t Good news ! Mdmma, Joe has 
found the Robiu' nest. Has he indeed I said 
Mrt> Benson. Yes, nummB, said Aliss Harriet; 
ud if agreeable to jrou wr shall be glad to go 
along with Joe to tee it. But how are you to 
get at it, Mud the lady, for 1 suppose it is some 
}m^ tnn the groond ? Ob ! I can clinb m 



TCiy welt, cried Frederick. You climb 
Bladder! You area clever gendcman at climb- 
ing, I know, replied hii mamma ; but do you 
purpose to mount loo, llanrirt ! 1 think thii i« 
rather an indelicate scheme Tor a lady. Joe tells 
me that the nest is but a very litile way from 
the ground, mamma, answered Harriet, but if I 
find it otherwise, you may depend on niy not 
going up. — On this condition I will permit you 
to go, said Mrs. Eenson ; but pray, Mr. Freder- 
ick, let me remind you not to frigiiien your little 
fevaurites. Not for all the world, said Freder- 
ick : so away be skipped, and ran to Joe before 
his sister. We may go! we may go! Joe, 
cried he. Stay for me, Joe, I beg, said Miss 
Harriet, who presently joined him. 

As soon as Joe found that the young gentry, 
as he called ihero, had obtained permission to 
accomi^any him^ he took Frederick by the hand, 
end said, Come along, my young master. Fred- 
erick's impatience was so great, that he could 
scarcely be restrained from running all ihe way, 
but his sister entreated bim not to make himself 
too hot. 

At length they arrived at the desired spot ; 
Joe placed the ladder, and his young master, with 
I little aasistance, mounted it very nimbly i but 
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who call describe his raptures wlicu he beheld 

the nestlings ! Oh, the sweet creatures^ cried he, 

there are four of thenii I declare ! I never saw 

any thing so pretty in my life ! I wish I might 

■^ carry you all home I That you must not do, 

Frederick, said his sister ; and I beg you will 

come away, for you will either terrify the little 

) creatures, or alarm the old birds, which perhaps 

} are now waiting somewhere near to feed them. 

Well, I will come away directly, said Freder- 

^ ick ; and so good bye, Robuis ! I hope you will 

} come soon, along with your father and mother^ 

to be fed in the parlour. He then, under the 

conduct of hb friehd Joe, descended. 

^^ Joe next addressed Miss Hanriet ; Now, my 

.;v young mistress, said he, will you go up? Ai 

, :i the steps of the ladder were broad, and the nest 

l' was not high. Miss Benson ventured to go up, 

 n and was equally delighted with her brother ; but 

*/i_ so fearful of terrifying the little birds,and alarming 

\/:^ the old ones, that she would only indulge herself 

I with a peep at the nest. Frederick enquired 

how she liked the young Robins? They are 

sweet creatures, said she, and I hope they will 

soon join our party of burds, for they appear to 

me ready to fly ; but let us return to mamma,. 

ibr you know we promised her to stay but a lit- 
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!wme ; besNlcs we hinder Joe tron hU wonu 
Never mind (hat, Mid (he honnt fellow, mailer 
't be angry, 1 am tartain ; and if I thought 
he would, I would work an hour later to fetch up 
lost time. Thank you, Joe, replied Miss lla^ 
riel, but I am sure papa would not deure you to 
do so. 

At this instant Frederick perceived the two 
Redbreasts, wlio were returning from their pro- 
posed excursion, and called to hii siller to ob- 
serve them. He was very desirous to watch 
whether they would go back to their nest, but 
she would on no account consent to stay, leit 
her mamma should be displeased, and lest the 
birds should be frightened : Frederick therefore, 
with reluctance, followed ber, and Joe attended 
them to the house. 

As soon 88 they were out of sight the Hen 
bird proposed to return to the nest : she had ob- 
served the parly, and though she did not see 
them looking into her habitation, she supposed, 
from their being so near, that they had been 
taking a view of it, and told her suspicions to 
her mate. He agrcod with her, and said he 
now expected to hear a line stoiy from tlie nest- 
lings. Let us return, however, said the mother, 
for perhaps they have been lerrilied again. 
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Welly said he, I will attend you then ; but let me 
caution you, my dear, not to indulge their fearful 
dbposition, because such indulgence will certain- 
ly prove injurious to them. I will do the best I 
can, replied she, and then flew to the nest fol- 
lowed by her mate. 

She alighted upon the ivy, and peeping inta 
the nest| inquired how they all did. Very well| 
dear mother, said Robin. What, cried the Eith- 
er (who now alightedi) all safe ! Not one eat up 
by the monster ? No, father, replied Dickyi we 
are not devoured, and yet I assure you, the mon- 
ster we saw before has been here again, and 
brought two others with him. Two others t 
what, like himself? said the father : I thought, 
Flapsy, you were to die with apprehension if 
you saw him again ? And so I believe I should 
have done, had not you, my good father, taught 
me to conquer my fears, replied Flapsy. When 
I saw the top of him, my heart began to flutter, 
to such a degree that I was ready to die, and ev- 
ery feather of me shook ; but when I found he 
stayed but a very little while, 1 recovered, and 
was in hopes he was quite gone. My brothers 
and sister, I believe, felt as I did: but we com- 
forted one another that the danger was over for 
this dayiand all agreed to makeounelvcs happy^' 




and not fear this monster, since you liad usurdi 
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Honever, before we 
e to ourtclvcB, wc heard very 
sometimi-s a Iinorse Mund, 
ears as the crooking of a n^ 
a shriller noise, quite unlilu; 
ll)e note of any bird thai we know of, nnd im- 
raediately after tomelhiiig pmenlvd itMlf to our 
view whicli bore a litile resemblance to the 
monster ; biH by no meaiu so large and frightful. 
Instead of being all over red, it had on eacli 
side two s|iols of k more bcaiiliful hue than 
Dicky's breast ; the rest of it was of a most AeU 
icale white, excepting two streaks of a deep rei^ 
like tlie cherry you brought ui the other day, 
and between tliese two streaks were rows of 
white bones, but by nomcansdrcadrul to behold^ 
like those of the great monster; its eyes were 
blue and while, and round litis agreeable faca 
was someiUing which 1 cannot dncribe, very 
pretty, and as glossy as the feathers of a gold- 
finch. There was so ch<MTrul and pleasing a 
look in this creature altogether, tlial nolwitli- 
itondiog I own I wan rather afraid, yet f had 
pleasm^ in looking at it ; but it stayed a very 
little time, and then disappeared. While vre 
were pussling ourselves with coniecturei con* 



'T" 



. «, 



61 



• .i' 

>  



>•■ 



1 . 



ccrning k^ another creature, larger than it, ap- 
peared before us, equally beautiful, and witli an 
aspect 80 mild and gentle that we were all charm^ 
y ed with it ; but, as if fearful of alarming us by its 
stay, it immediately retired, and we have been 
longing for your and my mother's retum,in hopes 
you would be able to tell us what wc have 
seen. 

1 am happy, my dears, said the mother, to 
find you more composed than I expected : for 
as your father and 1 were flying together in order 
to come back to you, we observed the monster, 
and the two pretty creatures Pecksy has describ- 
ed ; the former is, as your father before informed 
you, our friend the gardener, and the others are 
our young benefactors, by whose bounty we are 
every day regaled ; and who, I will venture to 
say, will do you no harm. You cannot tliink 
how kindly they treat us ; and tliough there are 
a number of other birds who share their good- 
ness, your fatlier and I are favoured with their 
particular regard. 

Oh ! said Pecksy, are these sweet creatures 

your friends ? I long to go abroad that I may see 

tliem again. Well, cried Flapsy, I perceive 

that if we judge firom appearances we may often 

6 



^ 'p ^bemSSra; 1^ wmSd^Te ttioagM that neb 

1;.' ' an Dgly monster as that gardener Ciiuld have had 

:,-', a tender heart? Very true, replied ihp laoihcr ; 

I [ you must make it a rute,Flapiy,to judge o( man- 

' I kind by their actions, and not by their looki. I 

I have known some of them whose appearance 

ji'i was as engaging as that ol* our young benefactors, 

I who were, notwithstanding, barbarous enough to 

i)y take eggs nulofa neit and spoil them*; nay, even 

' I to carry away nest and all before the young ones 

' were fledged, without knowing how to feed 

, < them, or having any regard to the sorrows of the 

I tender parents. 

■I' Oh ! what dangers there are in the world, 

'. cried Pecksy! I shall be afraid to leave the nest. 

!Why so, my love? said the mother; every 

I , bird does nnl meet with hawks and cruel child- 

j' '. ren. You have already as you sat on the nest, 

!''.' leen thousnnds of the feathered race, of one 

'',!! kJndorother, making their airy excursions, full 
of mirth and gaiety. This orchard constantly 

.; resounds with the melody of those who chant 

[ '■■[{ forth theirsongs uf joy ; and I believe there are 

' l;l< no beings in the world happier thnn birds, for we 

Hj  are naturally formed for cheerfulness, and I 

>|l||i| tnut that a prudent precaution, and following 
tba nilet we ihail Ifoia our expenenc* be able 
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diicover, though I rrequmtl/ hover«I about tb« 
fatal spot of th«r impriaonment with the bopa 
of seeing them. 

Pray, said the Hen Redbraut, vi>at bocame 
of your mate 7 Why, my dear, said he, when I 
Jbund there wai no chance of asuating my Iittto 
ones, I pursued my coarae, and sought her in 
every place of our usual resort, but to no pur- 
pose ; at length I returned to the bush, where I 
beheld an afflicting sight indeed, my beloved 
companion lying on the ground, just expiring I 
I flew to her instantly, and endeavoured lu r^ 
call her to life. At the sound of my Ttnce she 
Med up her languid eyelidt, and sud, And are 
you then safe, my love ? what is become of our 
little ones ? In hopes of comforting her, I told 
her they were alive and well ; but she replied. 
Your consolations come too late ; the blow it 
■truck, I feel my death approaching. The hor* 
ror which seized me when I missed my nestlings, 
Hud supposed myself robbed at once of my 
mate and infants, was too powerful lor my wealc 
franw to sustain. Oh I why will the human 
race be so wantonly cruel? The agonies of 
death now came on, and, after a few convuluve 
pangs, she breathed Im last, and left me an uo- 
Ijappy widower. I pasMd the remainder of the 
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CHAPTER Vr. 

MAITEB JENKINS TVINO THE CAT AND DOG TO- 
GETnEK. MASTER FBEDXRtCK PLAYINO UPON 
THE HAND OKOAN. 

Aptek Alaster and Miw Denson liad been 
gnttificd with tlie siglu of the Rabins' ncsC, they 
were reluming to the house, conducted by their 
friend Joe, wlicn they were met in the garden by 
tlieir mRmma, accompniiied by Miss Lucy Jen- 
kins end licr brother Edward. The former was 
a line girl about ten years old, the latter a robnst 
rude boy (nmed of eleven. We were coming to 
seek you, my dear, said Mrs. Benson to her chil- 
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dreoy for I was fearful that the business you went 
upon would make you forget youryoun^ visitors. 

I cannot answer for Frederick| replied Misa 
Benson, but indeed, mammay I would not on any 
account have slighted my friends.— How do you 
do, my dear Miss Jenkins ? said she, I am hap- 
py to see you. Will you go with me into the 
play-room I I have got some very pretty new 
books. — Frederick, have you noUiing to shew 
Master Jenkins ? O yes, said Fredericki I have 
got a new ball, a new top, a new organ, and 
twenty pretty things, but I had rather go back 
and shew him the Robins. 

The Robins I said Master Jenkhis, what 
Robins ? 

Why our Robins that have built in the ivy-wall. 
You never saw any thing so pretty in your life 
as the little ones. 

Oh, I can see birds enough at home, said Mas- 
ter Jenkins ; but why did you not take the nest? 
it would have been nice diversion to you to toss 
the young birds about I have had a great ma- 
ny nesu this year, and do believe I have an 
hundred eggs. 

An hundred eggs I and how do you propose 
to hatch tliem ? said Miss Harriet, who turned 
back on liearing him talk in this /naniiar. 
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Batch theniy Miss Benson ? said lie| who ever 
thinks of batching birds' eggs ? 
j! Ohy then you eat thenii said Frederick, or per- 

il baps let your cook make puddings of them ? 

NOf indeed, replied Master Jenkins, I blow 

.^hjl'}. oat the inside, and then run a thread through 

'jfl!:j' them, and give them to Lucy to hang up 

amongst iier curiosities ; and very pretty they 

look, I assure you. 

And so, said Miss Harriet, you had rather see 
a string ofempty egg-shells, than hear a sweet 
concert of birds singing in the trees? I admire 
your taste truly ! 

Why, is there any harm in taking birds' eggs T 
said Miss Jenkins ; I never before heard tliat 
there was* 

My dear mamma, replied Miss Benson, has 
taught me to think there b harm in every action 
which gives causeless pain to any living creature ; 
r^u;i'i and I own I have a very particular aifisction for 

'm birds. 

Well, said Miss Jenkins, I have no notion of 

such aflfections, for my part. Sometimes, indeed, 

I try to rear those which Edward brings home, 

but tliey are teasing troublesome things, and I am 

m not lucky; to tell the tnith I da not concern 

ll myself much about them; if they live they live. 
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and if they die they die. Tie has brought ihe 
three nests this day to plague me : I thought to 
have fed the birds before I came out, but being in 
a liurry to come to see you, I quite forgot it- 
Did you feed them, Edward ? Not T, said he, I 
thought you would do it ; 'tis enough for me to 
find the nests. 

And have you actually left three nests of * 
young birds at home without victuals ! exclaimed 
Miss Flarriet. 

I did not think of them, but will feed them 
when I return, said Miss Jenkins. 

Oh, cried Miss Benson, I cannot bear the 
tlioughts of what the poor little creatures must 
suffer. 

Welly said Master Jenkins, since you feel so ' 
much for them, I think, Miss Harriet, you will 
make the best nurse. — What say you, Lucy^will 
you give the nests to Miss Benson ? With all my 
heart, replied his sister ; and pray do not plague 
nic with any more of them. 

I do not know that my mamma will let me ac- 
cept them, said Miss Benson ; but if she will^ 
I shall be glad to do so. 

Frederick inquired what birds they were, ^nd 
blaster Jenkins informed him there was a nest 
"^linnets, a nest of Sparrows, and another of 
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Uackbirdf. Frederick was dl inpttience to tee 
them ; and Miis Harriet kmged to have the lit- 
tle creatures io her ponessioii, that she might 
rescue thna from their deplorahle conditioui 
and lessen the erils of captinty, which they now 
suffered. 

Her mamma had left her with her young 
compankMM, that they might indulge tliemselves 
in innocent amusements without restraint, but 
the tender-hearted Harriet could not engage in 
any divenion, till she had made intercession in 
behalf of the poor birds : she therefore begged 
Miss Jenkins would accompany her to her 
mamma, in order to ask permission to have the 
birds' nests* She accordingly went, and made 
her request known to Mrs. Benson, who readily 
consented ; observing, that though she had a 
very great objection to her children's having 
|| f bird's nests, yet she could not deny her daughter 
ill : on the present occasion. Harriet from an 

unwillingness to expose her friend, had said but 
little on the subject, but Mrs. Benson, having 
great discernment, concluded that she made the 
request from a merciful motive, and knowing 
that Miss Jenkins had no kind mamma to give 
her instnictiony she thus addressed her. 
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I perceive, my young friend, that Harriet is 
apprehensive that the birds will not meet with 
the same kind treatment from you, which she is 
disposed to give them. I cannot think you have 
any cruelty in your nature, but perhaps you have 
accustomed yourself to consider birds only as 
playthings, without sense of feeling ; to me, who 
am a great admirer oi the beautiful little crea* 
tures, they appear in a very different light ; and 
I have been an attentive observer of them I as-^ 
sure you. Though they have not the gift of 
speech like us, all kinds of birds have particular 
notes which answer in some measi re the pup* 
pose of words among them, by means of which- 
they can call to their young ones, express their 
love for them, their fears for their safety, their 
anger towards those who would hurt them, &c« 
from which we may infer that it is cruel to rob 
burds of their young, deprive them of their liber- 
ty, or exclude them from the blessings suited to 
their natures, for which it is impossible for us to | 

give them an equivalent. 

Besides, these creatures, insignificant as they 
appear in your estimation, were made by God as 
well as you* Have you not read in the Testa^ 
ment, my dear, that our Saviour said, < Dlessed 
tte the merciful| for they shall obtain mercy ?' 



 



'li:« 



How then can jroa expect that God will tend bto 
Uesung upon you, if instead of endeavouring to 
imitate him in being merciful to the utmost of 
your powvT, you are wantonly cruel to innocent 
creatures which he designed for happiness ? 

This admonition from Mrs. Benson, which 
Miss Jenkins did not expecti made her look ve« 
ly serious^ and brought tears into her eyes : on 
which the good lady took her by the hand, and 
kindly said, I wish not to distress you, my dear» 
but merely to awaken the natural sentiments of 
your heart; reflect at your leisure on what I have 
taken the liberty of saying to you, and I am sure 
you will thiuk m^ your friend* 1 knew your 
dear mamma, and can assure you she was re- 
markable for the tenderness of her dbposition. 
But let me not detain you from your amuse- 
ments ; go to your own apartment, Harriet, and 
use your best endeavours to make your visitors 
happy* You cannot this evening fetch the birds^ 
because when Miss Jenkins goes it will be too 
late for you to take so long a walk, as you must 
come batk afterwards ; and 1 make no doubt but 
that to oblige you she will feed them to night* 

Miss Harriet and Miss Jenkins returned, and 
found Frederick diverting himself with the hand 
«lkga0| which had buely been presented by his 
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god-father ; but Master Jenkins had laid hold of 
Miss Harrietts dog^ and was searching hb own 
pocket for a piece of string, that he might tie him 
and the cat together, to see, as he said, how nice- 
ly they would fight ; and so fully was he bent on 
Uiis cniel purpose, that it was with difficulty he 
could be prevailed on to relinquish it 

Dear me, said he, if ever I came into such a 
house in my life, there is no fun here. What 
would you have said to Harry Pritchard and me 
the other day when we made the cats fly ? 

Made the cats fly ! said Frederick, how was 
that? 

Why, replied he, we tied bladders to each 
side of their necks, and then flung them from 
the top of the house. There was an end of 
their purring and mewing for some time, I as- 
sure you, for they lay a long while struggling 
and gasping for breath ; and if they had not bad 
nine lives, I think they must have died ; but al 
last up they jumped, and away they ran scamp- 
ering. Then out came little Jemmy, crying as 
if he had flown down himself, because we hurt 
tbe poor cats ; he had a dog running afler him, 
who I suppose meant to call us to task with his 
bow, wow ; but we soon stopped his tongue, for 
we canght the gentleman^ and drove him bcfort 
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us ioto • narrow lane, and then ran hooting after 
him into the village ; a namber of boys joined 
UBf and cried out as we did, a mad dog ! a road 
dog! On thb sereral people pursued him with 
cudgels and broomsticks, and at last he was shot 
by a man, but not dead, so others came and 
knocked him about the head till he expired. 

For shame ! Master Jenkins, said Miss liar* 
riet, how can you talk in tliat rhodomontade 
manner ? I cannot believe any young gentleman 
could brin^ his heart to such barbarities. 

Uarbarities, indeed ! why, have we not aright 
to do as we please to dogs and cats, or do you 
think they feel as we do ? Fiddle faddle of your 
nonsense, say I ; come,you must hear the end of 
my stor}' — When the dog was dead, we carried 
him home to liltic Jeramy, who was ready to 
break his heart for the loss of him ; so we did 
not like to stund hearing his whining, therefore, 
leA him and got a cock, whose legs we tied, and 
flung at him till he died. Then we set two oth- 
ers to fighting ; and fine sport we had, for one 
was peckf^d till his breast was laid open, and the 
other was blinded, so we \eCt them to make up 
their quarrel as they could. 

Stop ! stop ! exclaimed Miss Harnet, for pi- 
ty's sake, stop ! I can hear no more of your hor- 



tmnmm 



73 

rid stories ; nor would I commit even one of 
those barbarities which you boast of, for the 
world! Poor innocent creatures! what had 
they done to you to deserve such usage ! 

I beg, Cdwardy said his sister, that you will 
find some other way to entertain us, or I shall 
really tell Mrs. Benson of you. 

What ! you arc growing tender-hearted all at 
once, cried he. 

I will tell you what I think when I go home, 
replied Miss Jenkins. As for poor Frederick, 
he could not restrain his tears ; and Harriet's 
flowed also at the bare idea of the suflerings of 
the poor animals ; but master Jenkins was so 
accustomed to be guilty of those things without 
reflection, that there was no making any impres- 
sion of tenderness upon his mind ; and he only 
laughed at their concern, and wanted to tell a 
long story about an ox that had been driven by a 
cruel drover till he went mad ; but Miss Benson 
and his sister stopped their ears. 

At last little Frederick went crying to his 
m^mma, and the young ladies retired to another 
apartment ; so Master Jenkins amused himself 
with catching flies in the window, pulling the 
legs ofl'somc, and the wings from others, delight- 
ed with their contortions, which were occasion- 
7 
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eil by tlte agonia they eodored. Mn. Bemoo 
had some vbiton, which prevented her talking 
to tfiii cruel bny, aa she otberwise would hare 
done, on henring Frederick's account of him, 
but she determined to tell his papa, which she 
accordingljr did some time after, when be retunn 
ed home. 

Matter Jenkini was now disturbed from his 
barbarous sport by bang called lo tea ; and 
soon after that was over tbe servant came to 
fetch him and hii sister. Miss Harriet eamesi- 
ly entreated bcr friend Lucy to feed the birds 
propo-ly, till she should be allowed to fetch 
them, who promised to do so; for she was 
greatly affected with Airs. Benson's discourse, 
and then entreated her brother to take leave, that 
she might return home ; with tbw be readily 
complied, as there were no further opportimJlief 
for cnielty. 

After Iter lililc visitors were departed, Mis* 
Harriet went into tbe drawing-room, and having 
paid Iter compliments, she sat herself down that 
she might improve her mind by the conversation 
of ihe company. Her mamma percnved that 
she bad been In tears, of which Frederick had 
before explained the cause, I do not wMider, 
my love, said she, that you should have been so 
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Ai floon as the company was goncf Pray 
mammay said Harriet, what did the Learned 
Fig do ? I had a great mind to ask Mrs. Franks, 
who said she saw it, but I was fearful she would 
think me impertinent* 
I commend your modesty, my dear, replied 
, Mrs. Benson, but would not have it lead you in- 
to such a degree of restraint as to prevent you 
satufying that laudable curiosity, without which 
young persons must remain ignorant of many 
things very proper for them to be acquainted 
with. Mrs. Franks would, I am sure, have 
been fiir from thinking you impertinent. Those 
inquiries only are thought troublesome by which 
' children intemipt conversation, and endeavour 

to attract attention to their own insignificant 
I prattle, but all people of good sense and good 
nature delight in giving them useful inforuiation. 
In respect to the Learned Pig, I have heard 
i things which are quite astonishing in a species of 

animals generally regarded as very stupid. I'hc 
^ creature was shewn for a sight in a room provi- 

i ; j ded for the purpose, where a number of people 

! 'j assembled to view his performances. Two al- 

\ Ii phabets of large letters on card paper were pla- 

\.^^ I ced on the floor,; one of the company was then 

' >' desired to propos^ a word which he wished the 
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Pig to spell ; tliis the keeper repeated to the 
Pig, who picked out every letter successively 
with bis snout, and collected them together till 
the word was completed. He was tlien desired 
to tell the hour of the day, and one of the com- 
pany held a watch to him : this he seemed with 
his little cunning eyes to examine very attentive- 
ly ; and having done so, he picked out figures 
i for the hour and minute of the day— He exhib- 
i ited a number of other tricks of the same na- 
\ ture, to the great diversion of the spectators. 

For my own part, though I was in London at 
the time he was shewn, and heard continually of 
this wonderful Pig from persons of my acquaint- 
ance, I never went to see him ; for I am fully 
persuaded, that great cruelty must have been 
used in teaching him things so foreign to his na^ 
ture, and therefore would not give any encour* 
agement to such a scheme. 

And do you think, mamma, said Harriet, that 
the Pig knew the letters, and could really spell 
irords? 

] think it possible, my dear, that the Pig might 

pmg taught to know the letters at sight one from. 

g^e other, and that his keeper h|uU some private 

V^09 by which he directed him £^e&ch that were- 

^/>^0ted; but that he bad an idea' t>f spelling I 
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can never brrteve ; nor are aiunulf cspabk of 
attfiining litiman scienco, because for tboe b» 
man faculties are reijuiutc ; and no art of man 
can c)iange the nature ot any thing, though he 
may be able (o improve that nature to a certain 
degree, or at least to est) lorth to view, power*, 
which would otherwise be bidden from us. Ai 
far as this can be done consistently with our 
higher obligations, it may be an agreeable amus^ 
meni, but will never answer any important pui^ 
pose to mankind ; and I would advise you, 
Harriet, never to give countenance to those pe<^ 
pie who shew what they call learned animals, aa 
you may assure yourself ihey practise great bar> 
baritiea upon them, of which starving them al- 
most to death is most likely among the number ; 
and you may, with the money such a sight would 
eost you, procure for yourself a raiional amuse- 
tnent, or even relieve some wretched creature 
from extreme distress. But, my dear, it is now- 
time for you to retire to rest. I will therefore 
bid you good night 
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CHAPTER VII. 

THE FIUT FLIGHT Or THE XESTLIKOI. 

£iAiiLT in the morning ilie Ilea Bedbrcait 
awakened her young brood. Come, my Utile, 
ones, said alio, ihake ofT your drowsineu, re- 
mcmber this ii the day fixed for your en- 
trance into tlie world. I desire that each of 
you will Ui'css your feathers before you go out, 
for a slovenly bird is my aversion, and neatness 
ii a great advantage to the appeanmce of ever^' 
one. 

The Father bird was upon the wing betimes, 
that be night give each of his young odc* a 
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breakfast htTore th«y attempted W Irave the 
nest. When he had fed tiiem, iie desired hU 
accompany him ai usual to Mr. Beo- 
son's, where he found the parlour window open, 
and his young friends silling with their mamma. 
Cnimbi had been, according to ciutom, strewed 
before the window, which the other birds had 
nearly devoured ; but the Redbreasts took their 
usual post on the tea-table, and the Father bird 
sung his morning by ; alier which they returned 
with all possible speed to (he nest, for, havin|r 
so important an alTair to manage, they could 
not be long absent. Neither could tkeir young 
benefactors pay so much alletition to them as 
usual, for tliey were impatient to fcicb the birds 
from Miss Jenkins's ; tlierefore as soon as 
breakfast was ended they set out upon their ex- 
pedition. Harriet carried a basket large enough 
to hold two nests, and Frederick a smaller one 
for the other; thus ei]uipped, with a servant 
attending them, they set off. 

Mr. Jenkins's bouse was about a mile from 
Air. Benson's, it was delightfully situated ; there 
was a beautiful lawn and canal before it, and a 
charming garden behind; on one side were com 
fields, and on the othcra woo(l.'Insucl^a.'RU«»x 

r/ia it wai naturnJ to expect lo 6^4 » ^«»^ 
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many birds ; but to Miss Harriet'! surprise, they 
saw only a few straggling ones here and there, 
which flew away the moment she and her 
brother appeared ; on this Harriet observed to 
Frederick, tliat she supposed Master Jenkins's 
practice of taking birds' nests had made them so 
shy. She said a great deal to him about the 
cruelties that naughty boy had boasted of the 
evening before, which Frederick promised to 
remember. 

As soon as they arrived at the house, Miss 
Jenkins ran out to receive them, but her brother 
was gone to school. We are come, my dear 
Lucy, said Miss Benson, to fetch tlie birds you 
promised us. 

! I know not what to say to you, my dear, 
said Miss Jenkins. I have very bad news to tell 
you, and I fear you will blame mc exceedingly, 
though not more than I blame myself. I heartily 
wish I had returned home immediately after the 
kind lecture your mamma favoured me with yes- 
terday ,which shewed me the cruelty of my beha* 
viour, though I was then ashamed to own it« 

1 walked as fast as I could all the way from 
your bouse, and determined to give eacli of the 
little creatures a good supper $ for which pur- 
pose I had an egg boiled, and nicely chopped ; 
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I mixed up lome bretd tod water very smooth, 
and put a little leed with the chopped egg 
amongst it, and then carried it to the room 
where I left the nests. But what was my con* 
cem when I found tliat my care was too late, for 
the greatest part of them ! every Sparrow lay 
dead and bloody) they seemed to have killed 
each other. 

In the nest of Linnets, which were very 
young, I found one dead, two just expiring, and 
the other almost exhausted, but still able to swal* 
low ; to him. therefore I immediately gave some 
of the food I had prepared, which greatly revi* 
ved him ; and, as I thought he would suffer with 
cold in the nest by himself, I covered him over 
with wool, and had this morning tlie pleasure of 
finding him quite recovered. 

What, all the Sparrows and three Linnets 
dead ! said Frederick, whose little eyes swam 
with tears at the melancholy tale : and pray, 
Miss Jenkins, have you star\'ed all the Black- 
birds too ? 

Not all, my little friend, answered Miss Jen- 
kins, but I must confess that some of them have 
fallen victims to my neglect : however, there are 
two fine ones alive, which I shall, with the sur- 
viving Linnet, cheerfully resign to the care of 
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dear Ilarricty whose tendernesi will, I tiope, '- | 

rewarded by the pleasure of hearing them T I 

g wheci they are old enough. But I beg you 
il stay and rest yourselves after your walk. 
Let me see the birds first, said Frederick. 
That you shall do, answered Miss Jenkins ; 
md taking him by the hand, she conducted him 
to the room in which she kept them, accompa- 
nied by Miss Benson. Miss Jenkins then fed 
the birds, and gave particular instructions for 
making their food, and declared that she would 
never be a reccivei^of birds' nests any more ; 
but expressed her apprehensions that it would be 
dilTicult to wean Edward from his propensity 
for taking them. 

Miss Jenkins then took her young friends in- 
to the parlour to her governess (for her mamma 
was dead,) who received them very kindly, and 
gave each of them a piece of cake and some 
fruit : after which Miss Jenkins led them again 
into the room where the birds were, and very 
carefully put the nest, with the poor Mlitary 
Linnet, into one basket, and that with the two 
Blackbirds into the other. Frederick was very 
urgent to carry the latter, which his sister con- 
sented to ; and then bidding adieu to their friend, 
they set off on their way homCi attended by the 
asAid as before. 
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Let ut now retnm to the Rcdbreun, 
wc left on the wing flying back to liie l<rj 
in order (o take their young one» abroad. 

As tbcfatberenicred ttic nest be crit 
villi a cheerful voice, Well, my neulin 
you all rc^y ? Yes, they replied. TIm 
CI* thi^n advanced, and desired that eacb 
would get upon the edge of the nesL 
and Peclisy sprang up in an inslaal, but 
and Flapsy bcinf timorous, were not ao i 
tJous, 

The liearts of llic paren^felt great de 

tliey now lind of tlieir young 

which appeared to be slroiig, vigorous, ai 

ly ; and, in a word, endued with every 

nalurc requisite to their success in the vo 

iNow, said the falher, stretch your wing 
ill, and Hotter them a little, in this n 
(shewing him the way,) and be sure to i 
my directions exactly. Very well, said I 
not Qtteinpt to fly yet, for here is neitlier 
•.pace floough for tliat purpose. Walk 
nlYcr me to the Wull ; then follow me 
tree that Clauds close to it, and hop oi 
branch lo branch as you will see me do 
rcst.youi'solf ; and as soiin as you see 
Q\vny, s)- cad your wings, and exert i 
strength yon have to follow mc. 
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manner, and suAcred hit latli tlic 

twice witliout (bllowing bim. nil good p 
enl, finding that he wotild , venlure (o fly 
look a circuit unperceived by ky, and watch 
iagtlie opportunity when hig vings were a littli 
spread, came >uddenly behind him and pufhei 
him off ihe branch. Dicky, finding himself ii 
actual danger of Pdlling, now gladly itretchei 
hig pin upiMrn by (he air, he gently de 

Keode ne ground so near the spot when 

Robin hal the laltere^ly reached him b; 

hoppii 

Tht ithcr ROW undertook to conduct Flap 
■y and »ksy, whilst the father stayed to tak 
care or the two already landed. Flapsy mad 
a thousand difficulties, but at length yielded t 
her roother'a persuasions, and flew safely down 
Pecksy, without tlie least hesitation, accompi 
nied her, and, by exactly followiitg the dire* 
dons gjven, found the task much easier than sh 
expected. 

As soon as they had a little recovered froi 
the fatigue and fright of their first essay at flj 
ing, they began to look around them with aMui 
iihment. Every object on which they tum< 
their eyes excited their curiosity and wonde 
Tbey were do longer confined to a litllo no 
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built in a small hole^ but were now at full liberty 
in* the open air. The orchard itielf appeared 
to them a world. For some time each remain- 
ed silent^ gazing around^ first at one thing, then 
at another ; at length Flapsy cried out. What a 
charming place the world is I I had no concep- 
tion that it was half so big I 

And do you suppose then, my dear, replied 
the mother, that you now behold the whole of 
the world ? I have seen but. a small part of it 
myselfi and yet have flown over so large a space^ 
that what is at present within our view, appears 
to me a little inconsiderable spot ; and I have 
conversed with several foreign burds, who in- 
formed me that the countries they came from 
were so distant, that they were many days on 
their journey hither, though they flew the near- 
est way, and scarcely allowed themselves any 
resting time. 

Come, said the (ather, let us proceed to busi- 
ness, we did not leave the nest merely to look 
about us. You arc now, my young ones, safely 
landed on the ground, let me instruct you what 
you are to do on it Every living creature that 
comes into the world has something allotted him 
to perform, therefore he should not stand an idle 
spectator of what others are doing. We small 
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CHAPTER VUL 

HAaTCB nSDIXICK VIBWIKO THE TOOKO 
INS IN THS CUBEANT-DrlH. 

Tl^HiLBT all the business rebtrr! in ilie 
cliaptL-r was going on in the RcJI)! iimt Tatr 
l^liu Benson WHS wnlkini; liom>^, niili l!ie 
birds in the Latikcli. \VcU,FrerIcrirU, ^nitl sli 
Iiim, wliut liiink ym of bird-i>Mtji:g its 
■liDuld you likn to orcaiion the tli.-nlh!i of n ii 
ber of liltle iiarnilc!!:) crf^tiirps ? No. itidi 
Mid Fredfrirk ; and I lliink .'Miss Jenkins a 
naughty girl fur itarving Llicni. 
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She was to blame, but is now sorry for her 
faulty mjr dear, therefore you mcfst not speak un- 
kindly of her ; besides, you know she has no 
good mamma, as we have, to teach her what is 
proper ; and her papa is obliged to be absent 
from home very often, and leave her to the care 
of a governess, who perhaps was never instruct- 
ed herself to be tender to animals. 

With this kind of conversation they amused 
themselves as they walked, every now and then 
peeping into tlieir baskets to see their little birds, 
which were very lively and well. They en- 
treated the maid to take them through the orch- 
ard, which had a gate that opened into a mead- 
ow that lay in their way, having no doubt of ob- 
taining admittance, as it was the usual hour for 
their friend Joe to work there. They accord- 
ingly knocked at the gate, which was immediate- 
ly opened to them, and Frederick requested Joe 
to shew him tiie Robins' nest. 

Just at this time the young Robins were coU 
lected together near tlie gate when they were 
suddenly alarmed with a repetition of the same 
noises which had formerly terrified them in the 
nest ; and Robin, who was foremost, beheld, to 
|iis very great amazement. Master and Miss 
jjenson, the maid who attended them, with Joe 
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the gardener^ wbO| having opened the gate^ « 
at the request of his young master and mistre 
conductuig them to the ivy-wall. 

Robioywith all his courage, and indeed 
Was not deficient in this quality, was seized w: 
a great tremor ; for if the view he had of t 
fiices of these persons had appeared so dread 
to him when he sat in the nest, what must it n< 
be, to behold their full size, and see them i 
vancing with, as he thought, gigantic strii 
towards him ? He expected nothing less than 
, be crushed to death with the foot of one of then 
and not having yet attained his full strengi 
and never having raised himself in tlie air, 
knew not liow to escape ; therefore chirped 
loudly as not only to surprise his brother a 
sisters, and bring his father and mother to 1 
quire into the meaning of his cry, but also to s 
tract the attention of Master and Miss Censoii 

What chirping is that ? cried the latter.— 
was, said the maid, the cry of a young bin 
was it not one of those in the baskets ? ^ 
said Frederick, the noise came that way, poii 
ing to some currant bushes.— -My birds are ve 
well, and so is my Linnet, replied Harriet. 
Frederick then set down his charge very cai 
fully, and began looking about in the place (n 
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whence he supposed the sound proceeded, wheu^ 
to his great joy, lie soon discovered the Red- 
breasts and their litde family. He called eager- 
ly to bis sister, who was equally pleased with the 
sight. Tliey tlicn stooped down to take a 
nearer view of thcni, by which means he directly 
fronted Robin, who, as soon as the young gen- 
tleman's face was on a level with his eyes, recol- 
lected him, and calling to his brother and sisterS| 
told tliem they need not be afraid. 

Miss Benson followed her brother's example, , 
and delighted the little dock with the sight of 
her benign countenance. She heartily lamented 
havmg nothing with which to regale her old 
favourites and their family, when Frcdericlw pro* 
d^ced from his pocket a piede of biscuit whicii* 
ti£ey cramuIcJ and '''<*n^tered. . JVliss Benson 
recollecting that her mamma would expect her 
at home, and that the birds id the basket would 
be hungry, |)ersuaded her brother to take up his 
little load and return ; tliey therefore left the 
Redbreasts enjoying the fruits of tlieir bqiinty. 

When the happy birds had slihred amongst 

them the kind present of their young benefactors, 

they hopped about \n search of some moister 

fi^oi^ Dicky had the good fortune to find four 

^tb worms together, but, instead of calling hb 
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bmtlier and lUtera to parUke tt tlM^ 
vour«l Uiem all hiimclf. 

Are yoa not aihsmed, you SUtcfTCMl 
turn ? cried hie faiher, who obMnwd M> 
diiposiiion : What would yoa ^Mk a 
brother and lislen were ihey Id Mtt* ] 
In a family every individuttl ought to CM 
ffcirare of the whole, instead ofU* owb 
tatisbiclioa. It u his own truol iMlNi 
so. A day may come whenhe whshwa 
ficieot to supply the wants of hh rdatioi 
■land in need of assistance from than. 1 
ting aside selfish considerations^ wUch i 
last that ever 6nd place in a fjuma m 
hov great is the pleasure nf doing food m 
tribuling to thc'Lippinessofolhen I 

Dickj was ijufie confounded, and' imn: 
ly hopjirti tiway to find, if possible, Mm 
for liii biolhcc und sisters, lltal he mighl 
llieir good opinion. 

In the raean while Kobin found a cat< 
which he intended to lake for Pecksy ; I 
u he was going lo pick it up, a Linnet 
had a nest in tlie orchard, soaichcd it lr< 
and Hew away with iL 

With the most Airious rage, Rubia ail 
to bis fiitiier, and entreated that be wo 
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after the Linnet and tear his heart out. That 
would be taking violent revenge indeed, said his 
father. No, Robin, the Linnet has as great a 
right to the caterpillar as you or I ; and, in alt 
probability, he has many little gaping mouths at 
home ready to receive it. But^ however this 
may be, I had, for my own part, rather sustain 
an injury than take revenge. You must expect 
to have many a scramble of this kind in your 
life ; but if you give way to a resentful temper, 
you will do yourself more harm than all the ene-. 
mies in the world can do you $ for you will be 
in perpetual agitation, from an idea that every 
one who does not act in direct conformity to 
your wishes, has a design against you. There- 
fore restrain your anger that you may be happy ; 
for, believe me, peace and tranquillity are the 
most valuable things you can possess. 

At this instant Pecksy came up with a fine fat 
q>ider in her mouth, wliich she laid down at her 
notbcr's feet, and thus addressed her : Accept, 
my dear parent, the first tribute of gratitude 
wliich I have ever been able to ofier you. How' 
htsft I fermerty longed to ease those toils which 
yoo and my dear father endured for our sakes ; 
*>Mi iMly would I now rdease you from fanlier 
M|M onmyaccounti but I am «UU a i^ooc ctei!- 




ture, and otust continue to (nke shetHr Mlil 
j-our wing. I will hop, however, as loagMlu 
able (o procure Tood for llic family. Hm C]W 
ortlie motlier sparkled with delight ; MnI know 
ing that Tecluy's love would be diMpiMlaled bg 
a refusal, she ale ihe spider, which A> dudiii 
nestling had so aircclionatcly brought W { am 
then said, How happy would famiDe* be, 1 
every one like you, my dear I'ccksy, conMilM 
Ihe welfare of the rest, instead of turt^ tbci 
whole atteotion to their own interest. 

Dicky was not present at this speech, wUd 
lie nught have considered as a relleciioa db U 
own conduct ; but he arrived as it wm ended 
and presented Pecksy with a worm, like thoM b 
had himself so greedily eaten. Slic received i 
with thanks, and declared it was doubly wekom 
from his beak. 

Certainly, said the mother, frntenial lovi 
stamps a viiloe on the most trifling presents 
Dicky fell himself happy in huving regained th 
good opinion of his mother, and obliged hissistei 
andjrcsolved to be generous for the future. 11) 
Alotlicr bird now reminded her mate thatUwouli 
be proper to think of returning to the nest. 1 
the little ones fatigue themselves too much wit! 
hopping about, said she, their strength will b 
exhausted, and tlie^ wUl not be able to fly bacL 
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will return to you agaia. Summon all your 
courage, for I make no doubt you will be safe 
while our friend continues his worky as none of 
those creatures which are enemies to birds will 
venture to come nearhim. . Robin took .a sor- 
rowful farewell| and the mother flew to the nest. 
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eipert in the art or flying ; and if you peimt 
in making your own foolish experiments, yon 
will only commit a number of erron, and make 
yourself ridiculous ; I ihoulil commend your 
courage, provided you would add prudence lo it ; 
but blundering on in (bis ignorant munner is on- 
ly rasliness. 

Let Iiim alone, let him alone, said the father ; 
if he is above being taught he may find his own 
way to the nest, I will teach hid brother. Come, 
«ild he, Dicky, let us tee what you can do at fly- 
iof upwards, you cut a nuble figure this morning 
when you flew down. 

Dicky with reluctance, advanced ; he said he 
did not see what occasion they had to go back 
to the nest at all ; he should suppose they might 
easily find some snug corner to creep into till 
they were strong enough to roosi in trees, as 
other birds did. 

Why you, said the father, areas ridiculous 
with your timidity a^ Robin with his conceiied- 
ness. Those who give way to ^rroimdless fears 
generally expose themselves to real dangers ; if 
you rest on the earth all night you will sufier a 
great deal from cold and damp, and may very 
likely be devoured, whilst you sleep, by rats and 
other creatures that go out in (he night to seek 
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for food 'y whereasy if you determine to go bact 
to the nest, you have but one effort to make ; 
for which, 1 will venture to laji you have suffi- 
cient strength, and then you will lie warm, safe, 
^ J and quiet ; however, do as you will. 

^ J Dicky began to think that it was his interest 

'I to obey hu father, and said he would endeavour 

\ ' to fly up, but was still fearful he should not be 

 able to do it* i 

^ Never despair, replied his father, of domg ' 

what others have done before you. Turn your 
eyes upwards, and behold what numbers of birds 
L^ are at this instant soaring in the air. They 

w^re once all nestlings like yourself. See there 
that new-fledged Wren, with what courage he 
skims along ; let it not be said that a Redbreast 
lies grovelling on the earth while a Wren soars j 

above him! < 

Dicky was now ashamed of himself, and, in- 
spired with emulation, therefore, without delay, 
he spread his wings and his tail ; his father with 
pleasure placed himself in a proper attitude 
before him, then rising from the ground led the 
way : and Dicky, by carefully following his ex- 
ample, safely arrived at the nest, which he found 
a most comfortable resting-place after the fa- 
tigue of the morning, and rejoiced that he had a 
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good hither to teacb him what was most condu« 
dve to his welfare. 

The fiuher having seen him safe home, return- 
ed to hb mate, whO| during his short absence, 
had been endeavouring to convince Robin of his 
&ult, but to no purpose ; he did not like to be 
taught, what he still persuaded himself he could 
do by his own exertions ; she therefore applied 
herself to Flapsy. 

Come, my dear, said she, get ready to follow 
me when your fiither returns, for the sun casts a 
great heat here, and the nest will be quite com« 
fortable to you. Flapsy dreaded the experi- 
ment I however, as she could not but blame both 
Robin's and Dicky's conduct, she resolved to do 
her best ; but entreated her mother to inform 
her very particularly how to proceed. Well 
then, said the tender parent, observe me. First 
bend your legs, then spring from the ground as 
quick as you can, stretching your wings as you 
rise straight out on each side of your body ; 
shake them with a quick motion, as you will see 
me do, and the air will yield to you, and at the 
same time support your weight i whichever way 
you ^want to turn, strike the air with the wing oii 
the contrary side, and that will bring you about. 
She then rose from the ground^ and having prac- 
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tised two or three times repeatedly what the 

had been teaching, Flapay at length Yentured to . . i 

follow her, but with a palpitating heart ; and 

was soon happily seated in the nest by the tide 

of Dicky, who rejoiced that hit favourite titter 

was safely arrived* 

The mother bird now went back to Pecktyi 
who was waiting with her Ikther till the return* 
ed ; for the good parent chose to leave the le- 
mule part of his family to the particular man- 
agement of their mother* 

Pecksy was fully prepared for her flighty for 
she had attentively observed the instruction giv- 
en to the others, and also their errors ; she there- 
fore kept the happy medium betwixt telf-con- 
ccit and timidity, indulging that moderated emu- 
lation which ought to possess every young heart ; 
and, resolving that neither her inferiors nor 
equals should soar above her, she sprang from 
the ground, and, with a steadiness and agility^ 
wonderful for her first essay, followed her mo- 
ther to the nest, who, instead of stopping to rest 
herself there, flew to a neighbouring tree, that 
she might be at hand to assist Robin, should he 
i*epent of his foil/; hut Robin disappointed her 
hopes, for he sat sulky ; though convinced he 
hud been in the wrongs he would not. humble 
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MmitlKainUnMU: 
Aw y<« w* MfcMwi, JO. Bltlt greedy 

jhp^don: Wbai would yoo tWnk of 
hmber and wsier* were they to <m« J" 
!■ t fcnrfly "WJ individual ougl" «« «»■ 
wdlhl* of tbo whole, instead of hii own P 
,,,fc fr-ri«. It b Ui owo truest iulemt 

. ficieot to lupply *«*"«• »f t-i* "lat^'" 
itand io need of awistance from mem. o 
dMlddotdAlli considerations, whidi « 
hit that ever find place la o gone""" ' 
how greal » the pleasure of doing good M 
triboling»^«^l-'PP'n«** of other* ! 

DicVy was ^i"^^ confounded, and Imitt 
' ly bopi>ed nway to find, if powible, tm 
for U» bh*b« and lUlMi thoil^wg" 
tlieirgood opinion. 

In the man white BoWo foood » c«ti 
which ic intended to lake for Peclny ; I 
u be WH goii« to pick ii up, a Linnet 
bad a nest ui tlie orchard, nwubed it fr 
»Dd flew away with it. 

With tho moat forioua rage, B«bio ai 
to Ui fcttor, and entreated that he w 
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brother and ■uten t but now I am of all birds 
the rooM vrdcbed ! never ihatl I be able to fly, 
tor every joint of me ha* received a diock . 
which I doubt It will not recover. Where ihall 
I find (belter from the icorching tuD, whose 
piercing rays already render the ground I lie on 
intolerably hot ? What kind beak will supply 
me with food to assuage the pangs of hungn 
which f shall soon feel 7 By wliat means shall 
I procure even a drop of water to quench that 
thirst which to frequently returns ? Who will 
protect me from the various tribes of barbarous 
animals which I have been told make a prey of 
birds ? Oil, my dear, my tender mother, if the 
sound of my voice can reach your eais, pity my 
condition, and fly to my succour. 

The kind parent waited not for farther solici- 
tation, but darting from tlie branch on which 
she had been a painful eye-witness of Rein's 
fHll, slie instantly stood before him. 

I have listened, said slie, to your lamentations ; 
and since you seem convinced of your error, I 
will not add to your sufferings by my reproaches ; 
my heart relents towards you, and gladly would 
I afford you all the aid in my power : but, alas I 
I con do but tittle for your relief ; faowever,- 
W me pemiade you to "MSrt a,U Ow strength you 
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have, tnd use every effort for your own preser* 
Tation ; I will endeavour to procure you some 
refreshmentyand at the same time contrive means 
of fixing you in a place of more security and 
comfort than that in which you at present lie. 
So sayings she flew to a litde stream which flow* 
ed in an adjacent meadow, and fetched^ from the 
brink of it, a worm which she had observed an 
angler to drop as she perched on the tree ; with 
this she immediately returned to the penitent 
Robin, who received the welcome gift with 
gratitude. 

Refreshed with this delicious morsel, and 
comforted by his mother's kindness, he was able 
to stand up, and, on shaking bis wings, he found 
that he was not so greatly hurt as he apprehend- 
ed ; his head, indeed, was bruised, so that one 
eye was almost closed, and he had injured the 
joint of one wing so that he could not possibly 
fly : however, he could manage to hop, and the 
parent bird observing that Joe the gardener was 
cutting a hawthorn hedge, which was near the 
spot, desired Robin to follow her ; t(iis he did, 
though with great pain. Now, said she, look ^ 
carefully about, and you will soon find insects of 
one kind or another for your sustenance, during 
ibeiemtunder of the dayiandViefoic^ ^N«d\tk^\ 
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ndll return to you again. Sammoii all your 
courage, for I make no doubl you will be safe 
while our friend oontinaei his work, as none.of 
those creatures which are enemies to birds will 
Tentureto oomenearimn. . Robin took .asofw. 
rowful ftrewell| and the mother flew to the nest. 




OHAPTEB IX. 



•OUl't VATmtK BXDfO KECOKGILED TO I 
COXPtlCTI Bill TO THK rUMF. 



Ton h«n beea nbient a long time, my lore, 
nid ber niBte, but I perceive that you were in- 
dulging your tendernen towardi that disobedient 
ncWiiiig,whohai r en d ere d himiclfunirorthy of ii; 
bovew, I do not coodemn you for giving bim 
auidance, for bad not you undertaken the task, 
' I vodd mytelT bare Sown to bim instead of re> 
tnroing borne ; bow  he, iikely to live and re> * 
-Yei, taid ibe, bB win, I 



flatter myieU; soon perfectly recover, for bif 
hurt is not very considerable; and I bave the 
pleasure to tdl you he is extremdy sensible of 
hb late folly, and I dare say will endeavour to 
repair bis fault with future good behaviour.— 
Tbb b pleasing news indeed, said be. 

The little nestlings, ddigbted to bear their 
dear brother was safe and convinced of bb er- 
ror, expressed great joy and sadsfiiction, and 
entreated their father to let them descend again^ 
and keep him company. To tbb he would by no 
means consent, because, as be told them, the fa- 
tigue would be too great ; and it was proper that 
Robin should feel a little longer the consequen- 
ces of his presumption ; to-morrow, said be, 
you shall pay him a vbit, but to-day he shall be 
by himself. On thb they dropped their request, 
knowing that their parent was the best judge 
of what was proper to be done ; and not 
doubting but that hb aflectlon would lead him 
to every thing that was conducive to the 
real happiness of his family : but yet they 
could not tell how to be happy without Robin^ 
and were continually perking up their little 
heads, fancying they heard hb cries : both their 
father and mother frequently took a peep at him, 
and bad the satisfaction of seeing him very safe 
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by thdr friend Joe the gardener, though the 
honest fidhnr did not know of his own guardian- 
ship, and continued bis wotIl without perceiving 
the little cripple, who hopped and shuffled about 
pecking here and there whatever he could meet 
with. 

When he had been for sometime by himself 
his mother made hun another visit, and told him 
she had interceded with his father, whose anger 
was abated, and he would come to him before he 
went to rest Robin rejoiced to hear that 
there was a chance of his being reconciled to bis 
father, yet he dreaded the first interview : how- 
ever, as it must be, he wished to have it over as 
soon as possible ; and every wing he heard beat 
the air he fancied to be that of his offended par- 
ent. In this state of anxious expectation he 
continued almost to the time of sun-setting, 
when of a sudden, he heard the well-known 
voice to which he used to listen with joy, but 
which now caused his whole frame to tremble ; 
but observing a beam of benignity in that eye, 
in which he looked for anger and reproach, he 
cast himself in the most supplicating posture at 
the feet of his father, who could no longer resist 
the desire he felt to receive him into favour. 
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Yes, my dear indulgent fiitheri eried RoUo, 
permit me to make my grateful acknowledg- 
ments for your kindness, and to assure yoa of 
my future obedience. The delighted parent 
accepted his submission, and the recondliation 
was completed. 

By this time Robin was greatly exhausted; 
h'ls kind father therefore conducted him to a 
pump in the garden, where he refreshed himself 
with a few drops of water, he now felt himself 
greatly relieved ; but on his Other's asking him 
wliat he intended to do with himself at night, his 
spirits sunk again, and he answered, he did not 
know. Well, said the father, I have thought of 
an expedient to secure you from cold at least. 

In a part of the orchard, a very litde way 
from hence, there is a place belonging to our 
friend the gardener, where I have sheltered my- 
self from several storms, and am sure it will ai^ 
ford you a comfortable lodging ; so follow me 
before it is too late. The old bird then led the 
way, and his son followed him ; when they ar- 
rived, they found the door of the tool-house 
open ; and as the threshold was low, Robin 
managed to get over it. His father looked care* 
fully about, and at last found, in a comer, a pai^ 
10 
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cd of shredsy kept for the purpose of nailing up 
trees* Here, Robin, said be, is a charming bed 
for you, let me see you in it, and call your moth* 
er to have a peep, and then I must bid you good 
night ; so saying, away he flew, and brought his 
mate, who was perfectly satisfied with the lodg- 
ing provided for her late undutiful but now re- 
pentant son ; but, reminded by her mate that if 
they stayed longer they might be shut in, they 
took leave, telling Robin they would visit him 
early In tlie morsing. 

Though this habitation was much better than 
Robin expected, and he was ready enough to 
own better than he deserved, yet he deeply re- 
gretted his absence from the nest, and longed to 
see again his brother and sisters: however, 
though part of the night was spent in bitter re- 
flections, fatigue at length prevailed over anx- 
iety, and he fell asleep. The nestlings were 
greatly pleased to find that Robin was likely to 
escape the dangers of the night, and even the 
anxious mother at length resigned herself to re- 
pose. 

Before the sun shewed his glorious face in the 
east every individual of this affectionate family 
were awake : the father with impatience waited 
for the gardener's opening the tool-house : the 
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mother prepared her little ones for a new excar* 



sion. 



You will be able to descend with more ease^ 
my dears, to-day than you did yesterday, shall 
you not ? O yes, mother, said Dicky ; I shall 
not be at all afraid ! Nor I, said Fhipsy. Say 
you so ? then let us see which of you will be 
down first, said she. Come, I will shew yoa 
the way. 

On this, with gradual flight, the mother bent 
her course to a spot near the place where Rob- 
in lay concealed ; they all instantly followed 
her, and surprised their father, who having seen 
Joe, was every instant expecting he would open 
the door ; at length,to the joy of the whole party, 
% the gardener appeared, and they soon saw him 
fetch his shears and leave the tool-house open ; 
on this the mother proposed that they should all 
go together and call Robin. There ihvy found 
him in his snug little bed ; but who can drscribe 
the happy meeting ; who can find words to ex- 
press the raptures which filled every litde bo- 
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When the first transports subsided^ I think, 
said the father, it will be best to retire from 
hence : if our friend returns he may take us for 
a set of thieves, and suppose that we came to cat 
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cd of shreds, kept for the purpose of nailing u] 
trees* Here, Robin, said he, is a charming be 
for you, let me see you in it, and call your moth 
er to have a peep, and then I must bid you goo< 
night ; so saying, away he flew, and brought hi 
mate, who was perfectly satisfied with the lodg 
ing provided for her late undutiful but now re 
pentant son ; but, reminded by her mate that i 
they stayed longer they might be shut in, thej 
took leave, telling Robin they would visit hint 
early In the morning. 

Though this habitation was much better than 
Robin expected, and he was ready enough tc 
own better than he deserved, yet he deeply re< 
grettcd his absence from the nest, and longed tc 
see again his brother and sisters: however^ 
though part of the night was s])ent in bitter ro 
flections, fatigue at length prevailed over anx- 
iety, and he fell asleep. The nestlings were 
greatly pleased to find that Robin was likely to 
escape the dangers of the night, and even the 
anxious mother at length resigned herself to re- 
pose. 

Before the sun shewed his glorious face in the 
east every individual of thb affectionate family 
were awake : the father with impatience waited 
for the gardener's opening the tool-house : the 




CHAPTER X. 

\l«S, ADDIS'S MONKEV DOINO HIICIIIRP AT 
THE TKA TAIILR. 

It 19 now lime to inquire after Master and Miss 
Senson. 

These happy cliildrcn readied home soon'af* 
ler they left the Redbreasts, and relale<l every 
circumstance of their expedition to tlicir kind 
mamma, vho, hearing the little [trisoncrs in tlic 
basket chirp very loudly, desired they would iin> 
mediately go and feed them, vbich they gladly 
did, Ifld then took ftibort leuon. Mrs. Den- 
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As Mn. BensoD requested to see Miss Addis, 
her mamma could not refuse sending for her, 
she therefore rang the beU, and ordered that Au- 
gusta might come down to her. The footman, 
who had never before received such a command 
(for Mrs. Addis only saw the child in the nurse- 
ii ry) stared with astonishment, and thought he 
had misunderstood it. However, on his lady's 
repeating her words, he went up stairs to tell the 
nursery maid the child was to be taken to the 
drawing-room. What new fancy b thb ? said 
she. Who would ever have thought of her 
wanting the child In the drawing-room ? I have 
no stockings clean for her, nor a frock to put on, 
^ but what a ragged. I wish she would spend 

<; less money on her cats and dogs, and monkies, 
and then her child would appear as she ought to 
j^ do. I won't go down stairs, Nanny, said the 
child. But you must, said Nanny ; besides 
i 1 there's a pretty young lady come to see you, and 
if you go like a good girl, you shall have a piece 
of sugared bread and butter for your supper ; 
and you shall carry the new doll your god-mam- 
ma gave you, to shew to your little visitor. 

These bribes had the desired effect, and Miss 
Addb went into the drawing-room ; but instead 
of entering it, like a young ladY> ^vVVv^^gss^K^ 
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will return to you again. Summon all your 
courage, for I make no doubt you will be safe 
wbile our finend continues hb work, as none.of 
those creatures which are enemies to birds wilt 
venture to come nearhim. . Robin took.asor-. 
rowful farewell, and the motlMr flew to the nc8t» 
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•oan'i ^ATHE miM icooMcn-ia to bih 
oomncn mii to tbi tomt. 



Too bave been kbtent & long time, my lore, 
nud ber mate, bat I percave that jrou were in- 
duing your tendemeu towardt that disobedJent 
notliog, who hai reiideKd humelfunworthy of it ; 
however, I do nol coDdemo you far giving him 
Mantanee, for bad not you uDdeitaken the ta«k, 
' I voold mjradf have flown to bim instead of re* 
tvmng borne ; bow h he, likely to live and i«> ' 
WKtd yoorUndiMM?— Ye^«aidabe,be villfl 
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curtsey, the 8to|i|>ed at the doatf hang down her 
heady and looked like a litde limpleton. Miss 
Benson was so surprised at her awkwardness, 
tliat she did noc know what to do, and looked 
at her mamma, who said, Harriet, my iove^ 
canH you take Uie Bttle lady by the hand and 
lead her to me ? I bdieve she b afiaid of stran- 
gers. On this Miss Harriet arooe to do so; but 
Augusta, apprehensive that she would snatch 
her doll away, was going to run oot, only she 
could not open the door. 

Mrs. Benson was quite shocked to see how 
sickly, dirty, and nagged this poor child was^ 
and how vulgar also^ for want of edocation ; 
but Mrs. Addis was so taken up at that instant 
with the old lap-dog which had, as she thought, 
fallen into a fit, that she did not mind her en- 
trance ; and, before she percdved it, the child 
went up to the cradle in order to put her doll in- 
to it, and seized one of the kittens by the neck, 
the squeaking of which provoked the old cat to 
scratch her, and this made her cry and drop the 
kitten upon the floor. Mrs. Addis sedng this, 
flew to the little beast, endeavoured to sooth it 
with caresses, and was going to beat Augusta • 
for touching it, but Mrs. Benson interceded for 
W; she was, however, sent away into the nur« 
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sery. Happily for children there are not many 
such mammas as Mrs. Addis I 

The tea-thing^ being set, the footman came 
in with the mUf which employing both his 
hands, he left the door open ; and was, to the 

. jgreat terror of Miss Harriet, and even of her 
mamma too, followed by the monkey they saw 
I hi the hall, which having brolcen its chain, came 

to make a visit to his lady. Mrs. Addis, far 
from bemg disconcerted, seemed highly pleased 
with his cleverness. O my ^ sweet dear Pug, 
said she, are you come to see us? Pray shew 
bow fike a gentleman you can behave. Just as 
she had said this he leaped upon the tea-table, 
and took cup after cup and threw them on the 
ground, till he broke half the set ; then jumped 
on the sofa, and tore the cover of it ; in short, 

' as soon as he had finished one piece of mischief, 
he began another, till Mrs. Addis, though vastly 
diverted with his wit, was obliged to have him 
caught and confined; after which she began 
making tea, and quietness was for a short time 
restored. But Mrs. Benson, though capable of 
conversing on most subjects, could not engage 
Mrs. Addis in any discourse, but upon the per- 
fections of her birds and beasts ; and a variety . 
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o( uninteresting particulars were related con- 
cerning their wit or misfortunes. 

On hearing the clock strike seven, Mrs. Ad- 
dis begged Mrs. Benson's excuse : but said she 
made it a constant rule to see all her dear dar- 
lings fed at that hour, and entreated that she and 
the young lady would take a turn in the garden 
in the mean while. This was very ill bred, 
but Mrs. Benson desired she would use no cer^ 
emonies with her, and was really glad of the 
respite it gave her from company so irksome, 
and Miss Harriet was happy to be alone with 
her mamma ; she however forbore making any 
remarks on Mrs. Addis, because she had been 
taught that it did not become young persons to 
censure the behaviour of those who were older 
than themselves. 

The garden was spacious, but over-run with 
weeds ; the gravel-walks were so rough for 
want of rolling, that it was quite painful to 
tread on them; and the grass on the lawn so 
long, that there was no walking with any com- 
fort, for the gardener was almost continually 
going on some errand or another for Mrs. Ad- 
dis's darlings ; so Mrs. Benson and her daugh- 
ter sat'down on a garden seat, with an intention 
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of waiting there till Mrs. Addii ihould su 
them. 

Miss Harriet could not refrain fromc 
sing a wish that it was time to go horn* 
which Mrs. Benson replied, that she d 
wonder at her desire to return; but,sa 
my dear, as tlie world was not made men 
us, we must endeavour to be patient undei 
disagreeable circumstance we meet wii 
know what opinion you have formed ol 
Addisy and should not have brought you t 
spectator of her follies, had I not hoped tl 
hour or two passed in her company would 
you a lesson which might be useful t 
through life. 

I have before told you, that ouraifectii 
wards the inferior parts of the creation sho 
properly regulated ; you have, in your 
Miss Jenkins and her brother, seen instai 
cruelty to them, which I am sore you will 
be inclined to imitate; but I was appreh 
you might fall into the contrary extreme, 
is equally blameable. Mrs. Addis, you m 
absolutely transferred the affection she ou 
feel for her child to creatures which would 
be much happier without it. As for pusi 
lies in the cradle in all her splendour^ I w 
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gage to say, she would pass her time pleasanter 
in a tmsket or clean straWy placed in a sitaation 
where she could occasionally amuse herself with 
eatching mice. The lap-dog is, I am sure, a 
miserable object, full of diseases, the consequen- 
ces of luxurious living. How enviable is the 
lot of a spaniel that is at liberty, to be the coiki- 
panion of his master's walks, when compared 
with his! Mr. Pug, I am certain, would enjoy 
himself mucli more in his native wood : and I am 
greatly mistaken if the parrots, &c. have not 
cause to wish themselves in their respective coun- 
tries, or at least divided into separate families, 
where they would be better attended ; for Mrs. 
Addis, by having such a number of creatures, 
has put it out of her power to see properly to 
all. But come, let us go back into the house ; 
the time for our going home draws near, and I 
wish not to prolong my visit. 

Saying this Mrs. Benson arose, and, with her 
daughter, went into the drawing-room, which 
opened into the garden ; the other door, which 
led to the adjoining apartments, was not shut ; 
this gave them an opportunity of hearing the fol- 
lowing discourse, which greatly distressed Mrs. 
Benson, and perfectly terrified the gentle Harriet. 
11 
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Begone, wretch ! says Mrs. Addis, begone 
this instant, you shall not stay a moment longer 
in this house. I hope, madam, you inll have 
the goodness to give me a character; indeed, 
and indeed, I fed Poll, but I believe he got cold 
when you let him stand out of doors the other 
day.— I will give you no character, I tell you, 
said Mrs. Addis, so deparTthis instant ; oh, my 
poor dear, dear creature ! I fear you will never 
recover— John! Thomas I here run this instant 
to Perkins the bird-catcher, perhaps he can tell 
me what to give him; then bursting into a flood 
of tears, she sat down and forgot her guests. 

Mrs. Benson thought it necessary to remind 
her that she was in the house, and stepped to 
the door to ask what was the matter. Mrs. Ad« 
dis recollected herself sufficiently to beg pardon 
for neglecting to pay attention to her, but de- 
clared that the dreadful misfortune that had be- 
fallen her had made her insensible to every thing 
else. 

What can be the matter ? said Mrs. Benson ; 
have you heard of the death of a dear friend? 
has your child met with an accident ? — Oh ! no, 
said she, but poor Poll b taken suddenly ill ; my 
dear Poll which I have had these seven years, 
and I fear he will neverrecover. 
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CHAPTER X. 
Vbs. addii'i mokket Donro miciiiitp at 

THE T£A TAKLK. 



It is now time to intiuirc alter Master and Miss 
BeDson. 

Tlicse happy children readied home soon af- 
ter tlicy \e(l the Redbreasts, and related every 
circumslance of Iheu* expedition to tlirir kind 
mamroa, who, hearin* the little prisoners in the 
basket chirp very loudly, desired they would im- 
mediately go and feed them, which they gladly 
did; and then took a short lesson. Aln. Bcn- 
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son told Miss Harriet that she was going to 
make a visit in the afternoon, and should take 
her with her, therefore desired she would keep 
herself quite still, that she might not be fatigued 
after the walk she had in the morning; for 
though she meant to go in the coach, it was her 
intention to walk home, as the weather was so 
veroarkably fine. The young lady took great 
care of the birds, and Frederick engaged, with 
the assistance of the maid, to feed them during 
her absence. Miss Benson was then dressed to 
attend her mamma. 

Mrs. Addis, to whose house they were going, 
was a widow lady : she had two children, Mas- 
ter Charles, a boy of twelve years old at school, 
and Miss Augusta, about seven, at home. Bui 
these children were quite strangers to Miss Ben- 
son. 

On entering the hall the young lady took no- 
tice of a very disagreeable smell, and was sur- 
prised with the appearance of a parrot, a paro- 
quet, and a macaw, all in most superb cages. 
In the next room she came to were a squirrel 
and a monkey, which had each a little house 
neady ornamented. 

On being introduced into the drawing-room, 
she observed in one comer a lap-dog lying on a 
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Ai Mn. Benson requested to see Miss Addis^ 
her mamma could not refuse sending for her, 
she therefore rang the bell, and ordered that Au- 
gusta might come down to her. The footman, 
who had never before received such a command 
(for Mrs. Addis only saw the child in the nurse- 
ry) stared with astonishment, and thought he 
had misunderstood it. However, on his lady's 
repeating her words, he went up stairs to tell the 
nursery maid the child was to be taken to the 
drawing-room. What new fancy is this ? said 
she. Who would ever have thought of her 
wanting the child in the drawing-room ? I have 
no stockings clean for her, nor a frock to put on, 
but what is ragged. I wish she would spend 
less money on her cats and dogs, and monkies, 
and then her child would appear as she ought to 
^ do. I won't go down stairs, Nanny, said the 
child. But you must, said Nanny ; besides 
there's a pretty young lady come to see you, and 
if you go like a good girl, you shall have a piece 
of sugared bread and butter for your supper ; 
and you shall carry the new doll your god-mam- 
ma gave you, to shew to your little visitor. 

These bribes had the desired effect, and Miss 
Addis went into the drawing-room ; but instead 
of entering it, like a young lady, with a ^jsateel 
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sery. Happily for children there are not many 
such mammas as Mrs. Addis ! 

The tea-thing^ being set, the footman came 

in with the urn, which employing both 'his 

hands, he left tlie door open ; and was, to the 

. jgreat terror of Miss Harriet, and even of her 

mamma too, followed by the monkey they saw 

! m the hall, which having brolcen its chain, came 

\ to make a visit to his lady. Mrs. Addis, far 

from being disconcerted, seemed highly pleased 

' with his cleverness. O my ^ sweet dear Pug, 

said she, are you come to see us ? Pray shew 

how fike a gentleman you can behave. Just as 

she had said this he leaped upon the tea-table, 

and took cup after cup and threw them on the 

[ ground, till he broke half the set ; then jumped 

' on the sofa, and tore the cover of it ; in short, 

' ' as soon as be had finished one piece of mischief, 

he began another, till Mrs. Addis, though vastly 

I i diverted with his wit, was obliged to have him 

caught and confined; after which she began 

making tea, and quietness was for a short time 

I restored. But Mrs. Benson, though capable of 

conversing on most subjects, could not engage 

Mrs. Addis in any dbcourse, but upon the per- 

I fections of her birds and beasts j and a variety . 
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Mki Harriel eooldiiol refrain ftomi 
Mi( a widb that k was time to go Imnii 
vUcii Mn. Benaon repBed, tiiat die i 
wonderat her desire toretoni; iNit^ss 
■qr dear, as tlie world was not niade men 
US, we most endeatonr to be patient undei 
d isag reeaMe cireamstanee we meet wl 
know wliat opinion you Iwve formed o 
AddiS| and diould not hmft broi^ you 1 
speetalor of Iwr feUies, liad I not iioped t 
liour or two passed in lier company would 
you a lesson wliicii migbt be useful t 
tlirougii life. 

I have before told you, that ouraffectii 
wards the inferior parts of tlie creation slic 
properiy regulated ; you have, in your 
Miss Jenkins and lier brotlier, seen instai 
cruelty to tliem, which I am sure you will 
l>e inclined to imitate; but I was appreli 
you might fall into the contrary eztremei 
is equally blameable. Mrs. Addis, you « 
absolutely transferred the affection she ou 
feel for her child to creatures which would 
lie much happier without it. As for pusi 
lies in the cradle in all her spIendooTi I w 
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Begone, wretch I says Mrs. Addis, begone 
I this instant, yon shall not stay a moment longer 

j in this house. I hope, madam, you will have 

{ the goodness to give me a character; indeed, 

j and indeed, I fed Poll, but I believe he got cold 

when you let him stand out of doors the other 
j day.-»I will give you no character, I tell you, 

said Mrs. Addis, so deparrthis instant ; oh, my 
poor dear, dear creature ! I fear you will never 
recover-— John ! Thomas ! here run this instant 
i ^ to Perkins the bird-catcher, perhaps he can tell 

me what to give him ; then bursting into a flood 
of tears, she sat down and forgot her guests. 
; Mrs. Benson thought it necessary to remind 

i her that she was in the house, and stepped to 

I the door to ask what was the matter. Mrs. Ad- 

I dis recollected herself sufficiently to beg pardon 

for neglecting to pay attention to her, but de- 
clared that the dreadful misfortune that had be- 
fallen her had made her insensible to every thing 
)l else. 

What can be the matter ? said Mrs. Benson; 

L have you heard of the death of a dear friend? 

has your child met with an accident ? — Oh ! no, 

^ said she, but poor Poll b taken suddenly ill ; my 

dear Poll which I have had these seven years, 

» and I fear he will never recover. 
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IfdntkaUynHuluB, Mid Bin. Btnton, I re* 
aDy canaot piljr jooy nor ocqm jow bdiavioar 
to nt $ for it k an iaitaiict of dtnapect wiikh 
lhdk(fw» other panbii but joqndf woold 
tlMwiM^aDd I dndl IiIm ay Ihmo of your 
lioowfarefcr: iMt^ bdbrelfo^ pemiitiiie to 
sqTy tim joa act Id a TBijr wtaog anmior, and 
^rill eertttDiy ibd tlio iD efiacta of jow injnstioe 

tlwlove joa owt Aeaiiyto lifirii it away oq 
llioae aaimab widdi ara laaDy aaflbren ^our 
luodncn. 

AttlutimtaiittlialbotiiiaiiaBlaadto iaibnii 
Sfai. BeoMD tint iitr aenrant' waa ooflBO ; on 
vhkhy acoompanied by lier dauf^iter, she| with* 
out further ceremooy, laftMn. Addb to com* 
pose heradf as ihe could* 
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CHAPTER XI. 



HU. Aim MI*« BENMN OOINO TO VUIT A 
SICK MAM. 

As tbey walked alons, bolh Airs. Benson and 
her dHUghter coiilinned sUvnl, Tnr the former was 
greatly agitated, nnil llie latter quite in conster- 
nation, at what had lately passed ; but their at- 
tention was soon awnkcned by tlie supplication' 
of a poor woman, who entrcaied them to give 
her aomA relief, as stie had a sick husband and 
■evencbildfeninastarviogcondition; of which, 
•he said, lli^ might be cy^wilnenes if they 
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would have the goodness to step into a barn that 
was very near. 

Mrs. Benson, who was always ready to relieve 
. the distressed, taking her daughter by the hand, 
and desiring the servant to stop for her, followed 
the woman, who conducted her to the abode of 
real woe, where she beheld a father, surrounded 
by his helpless family, whom he could no Ion* 
ger maintain, and who, though his disease was 
nearly subdued, was himself almost ready to die^ 
for want of good nourishing diet. 

How came you all to be in this condition^iood 
woman ? said Mrs. Benson to his wife ; surely 
you might have obtained relief before your hus- 
band was reduced to such extremity ! 

Oh ! my good lady, said the w6man, we have 
not been used to beg, but to earn an honest live* 
lihood by our industry ; and never till this sad 
day have I known what it was to ask charity : 
this morning, for the first time, I applied at the 
only great house in this village, where I made 
no doubt there was abundance. I told my dis- 
mal tale to a servant, and begged she would 
make it known to her mistress ; but slie assured 
me it was in vain to come there, for her lady 
had such a family of cats, dogs, monkies, and 
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all manner of creatures, dmt she had nothing im 
spare for poor people ; at the same instant I 
saw the poulterer bring a rabbit and a fowl, 
which 1 found were for the favourite cat and 
dog. This discouraged roc from begging ; and 
1 had determined that 1 never would ask again ; 
but the sight of my dear husband and children 
in this condition drove me to do it. 

Welly comfort yourself, said Mrs. Benson ; 
we will see what we can do ; in the mean time 
here is something for a present supply. Mrs. 
Benson then de|)arted; as she was fearful of 
walking late. 

Miss Harriet was greatly affected at this 
scene, and could no longer help exclaiming 
against Mrs. Addis. 

She is deserving of great blame, indeed, said 
I\Irs. Benson ; but I have the pK^asure to say, 
such characters as hers are very uncommon, I 
mean in the extreme ; though there are num- 
bers of people who fail into the same fault in 
some degree, and make themselves truly ridicu- 
lous with their unnatural affections. I wisli you, 
while you arc young, to guard your mind against 
such a blameable weakness. 

Miss Harriet assured her mamma that site 
should never forget either Mrs. Addis or the les- 
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M» ibe liad tecdvcd oa the wbject, and then 
exprened ber Htisraetkm that ibey bad net tbe 
poor woman. I njoice nncerely, said Mrt. 
Benwn, at having been fortunate enough to 
come in time to asutt this poor miserable family, 
and hope, ray love, you will, out of your own 
little puree, contribute aoniething towards their 
laUef. Must willmgly, said Harriet, they shall 
be welcome to my whole More. 

They kept talking on this subject till they 
arrived at home. Little Frederick, who sat up 
an bour beyond his time, came* out to meet 
tbem, and assured hii sister that the birds were 
well and Gut asleep. I think, said she, it is 
time for you and me to follow their example ; 
for my part, with my morning and evening walk 
tt^eiher, I am really tired, so shall beg leave to 
wish you a good night, my dear mamma ; papa, 
1 suppose, will not be at home this week. — No, 
my dear, nor the next, said Mre. Benson, for he 
has many affairs to settle in the west. I am 
rathM fatigued also, and sliall soon retire to 
rest. 

At the usual hour of visiting Mrs. Denson's 
tea-Ublc, the next day, the Parent Robins took 
their morning's flight, and found the young geiH 
tleman and lady with ifaor mamma. Tbey had 
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been up a long timei for Frederick had made in 
his bedchamber a lodging for the birds, which 
had awakened both him and his sister at a very 
early houri and they rose, with great readiness 
to perform the kind office they had imposed up« 
on themselves. 

The two blackbirds were perfectly wel), bat 
the linnet looked rather drooping, and they be* 
gan to be apprehensive they should not raise 
him, especially when they found he was not in- 
dined to eat. As for the blackbirds, they were 
ytry hungry indeed ; and their young benefac^ 
tors, not considering that, when fed by their 
parents, young birds wait some time between 
every morsel, supplied them too fast, and filled 
their crops so full, that they looked as if they 
had great wens on their necks ; and Harriet 
perceived one of them gasping for breath.' 
Stop, Frederick, said she, as he was carrying 
the quill to its mouth, the bird is so full he can 
hold no more ; but she spoke too late : the little 
creature gave his eyes n ghastly roll, and fell on 
one side suflbcated with abundance. Oh ! he 
is dead I he is dead! cried Frederick. He is, 
indeed, said Miss Renson, but I am sure we did 
not design to kill him ; and it is some satisfac- 
tion to think that we did not take the nest* 
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This consideration was not sufficient to com- 
fort Frederick^ who began to cry most bitterly ; 
his mamma hearing him, was apprehensive he 
had hurt himself, for he seldom cried unless he 
was in great pain ; she therefore hastily entered 
j the room, to inquire what was the matter, on 
which Miss Harriet related tlie disaster that had 
happened. Mrs. Benson tlien sat down, and 
taking Frederick in her lap, wiped his eyes, and 
giving him a kiss, said, I am sorry, my love, for 
your disappointment ; but do not afllict your- 
self, the poor little thing is out of pain now, and 
I fancy suffered but for a short time. If you 
keep on crying so you will forget to feed your 
flock of birds, which I fancy, by the chirping I 
I i heard from my window, are beginning to assem« 
f .; ble. Come, let me take the object of your dis- 
■i^ tress out of your sight, it must be buried ; then 
carrying the dead bird in one hand, and leading 
Frederick with the other hand, she went down 
stairs. 

While she was speaking. Miss Harriet had 
been watching the other blackbird, which she 
bad soon the pleasure to see perfectly at his 
case. 

She then attempted to feed the linnet, but he 
would aot eat. I fancy. Miss, said the maid, he 
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wants din That may be the case, indeed, 
plied Miss Benson ; for you know, Betty, this 
room, which has been shot up all night, must b« 
much closer than the places birds build in. 
Saying this she opened the window, and placed 
the linnet near it, waiting to see the cfiect of the 
experiment, which answered her wishes ; and 
she was delighted to behold how the little crea- 
ture gradually smoothed his feathers, and hii 
eyes resumed their native lustre ; she once 
more offered him food, which he took, and quite 
recovered. Having done all in her power for 
her little orphans, she went to share with her 
brother the task of feeding the daily pensioners ; 
which being ended, she seated herself at the 
breakfast table by her mamma. 

I wonder, said Frederick, who had dried up 
his tears, that the Robins are not come. Con- 
sider, replied his sister, that they have a great 
deal of busmess to do, now their young ones be* 
gin to leave their nest ^ they will be here by 
and by, I make no <|5>ubt. An instant after 
they entered the room. The sight of them 
perfectly restored Frederick's cheerfulness ; and 
after they were departed he requested h'ls mam- 
ma that he and Harriet might go again to the 
orchard, in hope8.of seeing the young Robins. 
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That you fthall do, Frederick, said she^upon 
condition that you continue a very good boy ; 
but as yesterday was rather an idle day with 
you^you must apply a little closer to day ; and 

I Harriet has a great deal of business to do, there- 
fore you must wait till evening, and then per- 
haps I may go with you. 
Frederick was satisfied with this promise, 

\ and took great pains to read and spell. Hero- 

i peated by heart one of Mrs. Barbauld's hymns, { 

k and some other little things which he had been 
jf taught; and Miss Benson applied herself to a 

I variety of diflerent lessons with great diligence, 
1 1 and performed her task of work entirely to her 
mamma's satisfaction. 

\ As soon as the old Redbreasts left their little 

'I family, in order to go to Mr. Benson's, Pecksy, 

) with great kindness, began to ask Robin where 
he had hurt himself, and how he did ? Oh ! 
said he, 1 am much better : but it is a wonder I 
am now alive, for you cannot think what a 

' dreadful fall I had. With turning about as I 
did in the air, I became quite giddy, so could 

/ not make the least exertion for saving myself as 
I was falling, and came with great force to the 
ground ; you see how my eye is still swelled, 
and it was much more so at first. My wing is 
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the worst, and itill gives me • good deal of pain 
observe bow it drags on the ground; but^asii 
is not broke, my father says it will soon be well ; 
and I hope it will be so, for I long to be flying 
and shall be glad to receive any instructions foi 
the future. I cannot think how I could b( 
so foolbhly conceited, as to suppose I kncv 
how to conduct myself without my father'; 
guidance. 

Young creatures, like us, said Pecksy, cer 
tainly stand in need of instruction, and ought U 
think ourselves happy in having parents wh< 
are willing to take the trouble of teaching u 
what is necessary for us to know. I dread tlii 
day when I must quit the nest and take care c 
myself. Flapsy said, she made no doubt thej 
should know how to fly and peck, and do even 
thing before that time ; and,for her part^she longei 
to see the world, and to know how the highc 
ranks of birds behaved themselves, and wha 
pleasures they enjoyed ; and Dicky declared h 
felt the same wishes, though he must confess h 
had great dread of birds of prey. — Oh, sai( 
Flapsy, they will never seize such a pretty cre& 
ture as you, Dicky, I am sure. Why, if beaut 
can prevail against cruelty, you will be secure 
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my sweet sister, replied he, for your delicate 
shape, must plead in your behalf. 

Just as he had finished his speech, a hawk 
appeared in sight, on which the whole party 
was seized with a most uncommon sensation, 
) and threw themselves on their backs, screaming 
j with all their might ! and at the same instant 
\ the cries of numbers of little burds echoed 
through the orchard. The Redbreasts soon re- 
I \ covered, and, rising on their feet, looked about 
to see what was become . of the cause of their 
^ consternation ; when they beheld him high in 
^ the air, bearing off some unhappy victim, a few 
j of whose feathers fell near the young family, 
] who on examining them found they belonged to 
a goldfinch ; on which Pecksy observed that H 
was evident these savages paid no attention to 
^ personal beauty. Dicky was so terrified he 
knew not what to do, and had thoughts of fly- 
ing back to the nest ; but after Robin's misfor- 
tune, he was fearful of offending his father; he 
therefore got up into a currant bush, and hid | 

himself in the thickest part of the leaves. 
Flapsy followed him ; but Robin being obliged 
to keep on the ground, Pecksy kindly resolved 
to bear him company. 
12 
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In a few minutei their parenti retained fro; 
Mr. Benson's, and foand the two latter preti 
near where they had left them ; but mi 
sing the otliers, the mother with great anxiet 
inquired what was become of them ? Robi 
then related how they had been frightened by 
hawk ; and, while he was doing so, they retun 
ed to him again. 

I am surprised, said the father, that a haw 
should have ventured so near tlie spot where tl 
gardener was at work. Pecksy informed hi; 
that they had not seen the gardener since lie Ic 
them. Then 1 dare say he is gone to breakfas 
replied the mother ; and this was the case, A 
they at this instant saw him return with h 
shears in his hand, and soon pursue his worl 
Now you will be safe, cried the father ; I she 
therefore stay and teach you to fly in difierei 
directions, and then your mother and I wi 
make some little excursions, and leave you i 
practise by yourselves ; but first of all let ir 
shew you where to get water, for I fear yc 
must be very thirsty. No, said they, we ha^ 
had several wet worms and juicy caterpillar 
which have served us both for victuals an 
drink — Robin b very quick at finding them.- 
There is nothing like necessity to teach bin 
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liow to live, Hid Uie &tber ; I am glad Rotun 
miiroftunei have been lo beDcGcial to hin 
What would bave become of ;oa, if you ha 
not exerted youndf ai I directed? laid h 
mother ; you would •oon have died, Ind yo 
continued to lie on the Korcfaing ground. Ri 
member from this instance, as long ai you liv 
that it ii better to use means for your own n 
lief, than lo spend time in fruillea lamentatioa 
But come along, Dicky, Flapty, and Pecks; 
there is water near. He then conducted tbei 
to tlie pump from whence Joe watered the ga 
den; which was near the tool-houie wba 
Robin slept. 

Here tiiey staid some time, and were greail 
amused ; still so near the gardener, that tlM 
regarded themselves as under bis protectioi 
The parents flew up into a tree, and there tl 
father entertained his beloved mate and famil 
' with his cheerful music; and sometimes th< 
made various airy excunions for example i 
their little ones, who all longed to be able to in 
itate them. Id this manner the day passed ha] 
pilyaway, and early in the evening Flaps; 
Fccksy, and Dicky, were omducted to il 
nest ; they mounted in the air with much moi 
ease than the pieceiUiig day, and (be paren 
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iofltnictad them how to fly to the branches of 
some trees whkh stood near to the ivy-wail. 

In the mean time they had left Robin by him- 
self^ thmkiog he would be safe while the garden- 
er was mowing some grass ; but what was the 
grief of both fiuher and mother when they re- • * 
tnmedy and oould neither see nor hear him I 
The gardener too was gone ; they therefore ap- 
prehended that a cat or rat had taken Robin 
away and killed himi yet none of hu feathers |, 
were to be seen ; with the most anxious search 
they explored eveiy recess in which they 
thought it possible for hhn to be, and strained 
their little voices till they were hoarse with call- 
ing him, but all in vain ; the tool-house was 
locked : but had he been there he would have 
answered : at lengthy quite in despair of finding 
him, with heavy hearts they returned to the 
nest ; a general lamentation ensued, and this 
lately happy abode was now the region of sor- 
row. The father endeavoured to comfort his 
mate and surviving nestlings, and so far succeed- 
ed, that they resolved to bear the loss with pa- 
tience. 

After a mournful night, the mother left the 
nest early in the morning, unwilling to relinquish 
the hope which still remained . of finding Robin 
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again ; but having spent on boar in this man- 
ner, she returned to her natey who was comfort- 
ing bis little ones. 

Come, said he, let us take a flight ; if we sit 
lamenting here for ever it will be to no purpose : 
the evils which befall us must be bornciand the 
more quietly we submit to them the lighter they 
will be. If poor Robin is dead, he will suffer 
no more ; and if he is not, so much as we fly 
about, it is a chance but we get tidings of him ^ 
suppose these little one^ attempt to fly with us 
to our benefactors ? If we set out early, and let 
them rest frequently by the way, I think they 
may accomplish it. This was very pleasing to 
every one of the litde ones, for they longed to 
go thither; and accordingly it was determined 
that they should immediately set out, and they 
accomplished the journey by easy stages; at 
length they all arrived in the court, just after the 
daily pensioners were gone. 

Now, said the father, stop a little, and let me 
advise you, Dicky, Flapsy, and Pecksy, to be- 
have yourselves properly ; hop only where you 
see your mother and me hop, and do not med- 
dle with any thing but what is scattered on pur- 
pose. Stay, &tber, said Dicky, my feathers are 
12* 
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ji .] ndlyramided ; rad lo mn mine, nid Flap^. 

J , WeU, HDooth Ibem then, nid be, but donH 

S j| : Hand fiDickir^ for an bour. Peduy wu ready 

|. .1 in sn inttaot, but the othen were very tedioui; 

1 ij w thw ftiber and motber would wait for them 

f ' 'i' iw IcMiger, and flew into the window ; the othen 

f \\ diMctlj followed Ihem, and to the inexprcMible 

'j, \ . ntiifacdon of Haiter Benion, alighted on the 

i ' j tea-table, wbere they met with a veiy unezpect- 

' ' 1 cd pleasure ; for who thould they find there, as 

I a guest, but the poor, lost Robin t 

t The meeting was, you may be lure, a happy 

■f one for all parties ; and the transports it occa- 

i mned may be easier conceived than described. 

* E The lather poured forth a loud song of gratitude, 

i the mother chirped, ihe bowed her head, clap* 

.^, ped her wings, basked on the les-table, joined 

 her beak to Robiu's, then touched the band of 

-' master Frederick. Ai for the young ones, ihey 

twittered a thousand questions to Robin ; but, 

as he was unwilling to interrupt his father's 

song, he desired them to suspend thdr curiosity 

I to another opportunity. But his now time to 

satisfy yours, ray youi^; readers. I shall thenst- 

hrt inform you, in (he ensuing chapter, by what 

i^ means Robin was placed in this bappy situation. 




CHAPTER XIL 



UAITKB nlDIBIGZ FUTTIKO THX LAXE KOB- 
IN INTO THK OAKDENZk'i RAT. 

ToiT may reneraber, my young readen, that 
Master Frederick obtained froni his mammi a 
promise, tliat when the busmess of daily instnic- 
tinn was finished he and his sister should go into 
the orchard in search of the Robins ; as mod, 
therefore, as the air was sufficiently cool, she 
toott them with her, and arrived just after ttic 
parent birds had taken their young ones back to 
the nesL Robin wa« then left by himself, aud 
kept bopping about ; and fearing no danger. 
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got in the mkkUe of the walk. Frederick do- 

I fcried him at a dittaiicey and eagerly called out, 

^1 \ Tbere'ifone of tbeni| I declare; and, before his 

mamma obienred hiro> he ran to the placfi and 

clapped hb little hand over it, exulting that be 

bad caught it The pressure of hu hand hurt 

\ . Robin's wing, who sent forth piteous cries ; on 

which Frederick let him go, and said, I won't 

hurt you, you little thing. 

Miss Harriet, who saw him catch the bird, ' 
ran as fast as possible to prevent his detaining 
it; and perceived as Robin hopped away that 
be was lame, on which she concluded that her 
brother had hurt him ; but, on Frederick's as- 
suring her that his wing bung down when he 
first saw him, Mrs. Benson said it was roost like- 
ly he was lamed by some accident, which had 
prevented bis going with the others to the nest ; 
and if that is the case, said she, it will be hu- 
mane and charitable to take care of him. 

Frederick was delighted to hear her say so, 
and asked whether he might carry it home ? 
Yes, said his mamma, provided you can take 
i him safely. Shall I carry him, madam ? said 
Joe ; he can lie nicely in my hat. This was an 
excellent scheme, and all parties approved of it; 
so Frederick took some of the soft grass which 
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wu mowed down* (o put it tbe bottom, and 
poor Robin mt MTcly depowted in liic veliicle, 
which fcrved him for a litter, and, perceivii^ 
into wiut hendi he wa< bllrn, he inwardljr r^ 
joiced, knowing that he iiad an excellent chance 
or b«o^ provided for, as well ai of aeein^ his 
dear reUt3oni again. I need not ny that great 
care wai taken of him ; and yoa will easily sup> 
poae he had a mme comrortabie night than that 
he had paned in the shed. 

When Master and Misi Benson arose the 
next morning, one of tiwir first cares wu to 
feed the birds, and they had the pleasure ' to see 
all their nestlings in a very (briviog condition ; 
both the linnet and the blackbird now hopped 
out of their nests to he fed, to the great diversion 
of Master Frederick: but this plrasure was 
soon damped by an unlucky accident ; for the 
Blackbird being placed in a window wliich was 
open, hopped too near the edge, and fell to the 
ground, where he was snapped up by a dog, 
and torn to piece* in an instant Frederick be- 
gan to lament as befwe ; but, on hit sister's re- 
minding him that the creature was past the sense 
of pain, he retttained himself, and turned his at- 
tentkm to the Imnet, which he put into a cage, 
that be might not meet the same ftte. Hethen 
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went to feed the flock, and to inquire after Rob- 



; 1 in, whom Mrs. Benson had taken into her own 

room, lest Frederick should handle and hurt 
him ; to his great joy he found him much bet- 
ter; for he could b^in to use his injured wing. 
i Frederick was therefore trusted to carry him in- 

f. to the breakfast parlour, where he placed him 

as has been already described. 
For some time the young Redbreasts behaved 
l!^^ very well ; but at lengtli Dicky, familiarized by 

^ the kind treatment he met with, forgot hu fath- 

er's injunctions, and began to hop about in a 
very rude manner ; he even jumped Into the 
plate of bread and butter ; and, having a mind 
to taste the tea, hopped on the .edge of a cup ; 
but, dipping his foot in the hot liquor, he was 
glad to make a hasty retreat, to the great diver- 
sion of Master Frederick. Flapsytook the 
freedom of pecking at the sugar, but found it 
too hard for her tender beak. For these liber- 
ties their mother reproved them, saying she 
would never biingthem with her again, if they 
were guilty of such rudeness as to take what 
was not offered them. 

As their longer stay would have broke in on 
a plan which Mrs. Benson had concerted, she 
rang her belli and the footman came to remove 
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ones replied, that they bad themselves received 
so much pleasure from social friendship, thai 
they wished their young ones to cultivate it 

They then flew on to a cherry-treCi in which 
were a pair of Chaffinches in great agitation, 
endeavouring to part one of their own brood and 
a young Sparrow, which were engaged in a fu- 
rious battle : but in vain ; neither of the com- 
batants would desist, till the Chaffinch dropped 
dead to the ground. His parents were greatly 
shocked at thu accident ; on which the cock 
Redbreast attempted to comfort them with his 
strains ; but, finding them deaf to his music, he 
begged to know the cause of the quarrel which 
bad so fatal a conclusion. 

Oh ! answered the hen Chaffinch, my nest- 
ling is lost through his own (oily. I cautioned 
him repeatedly not to make acquaintance with 
Sparrows, knowing they would lead him into 
mischief; but no remonstrances would prevail. 
As soon as he began to peck about, he formed a 
friendship with one of that voracious breed, 
who undertook to teach him to fly and provide 
for himself; so he left his parents, and contin- 
ually followed the Sparrow, who taught him to 
steal com, and other things, and to quarrel with 
•very bird be met$ I expected to see him killed 
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another, b short, all wereeagarto sptak| and 
none inclined to hear. 

What a set of foolish lU-bred litde creatorei 
are these, said the coclc Redbreast : if they 
woold tallc one at timei what each says might 
afford entertainment to the rest ; but, by chat> 
tering all together in thu manner, they are quite 
disagreeaUe. Talte warning from them, my 
nestlings, and avoid the fault which renders them 
10 ridiculoos. 

So saying, he flew on, and they soon saw a 
Cuckoo, surrounded by a number of birds, who 
bad l>een peclcing at her till she had scarce a 
feather leA upon her breast, while she kept re- 
peating her own dull note. Cuckoo I Cuckoo I 
incessantly. Get back again to your own coun* 
try, said a Thrush, what business have you in 
ours, sucking the eggs, and taking the nests of 
any bird you meet with? Surely it would be 
sufficient could you have the privilege of build- 
ing for yourself, as we do who are natives ; but 
you have no right to seiase upon our labours, and 
devour our offspring.— The Cuckoo deserves his 
fate, said the hen Redbreast: though lam far 
from bearing enmity to foreign birds in general, 
I detest such characters as his* 1 wonder man* 
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cold I and I can thew yon a pair of eyes, 
j.' t ;.' which, if yoa are litda birds, will frighten you 
:!! ; cult of yoar wiU ; and, if I could fly, I would 
let yoa aee what else I could do. He then 
l^ij; drewbadi thefihn which was given him that 
^ J the strong light of day might not injure his 

iight| and stared full at Dicky, who was struck 
with astonishment 
At tliat hutant the parent Owl returned ; and, 
. feeing a pared of strangers looking into her 

nesty slie set up a screeching, which made the 
wlicde party take wing. As soon as they stopped 
to rest, the cock Redbreast, who was really 
I ; iinglitenedi as well his mate and family recoUect- 
i| , cd lumself, and said. Well, Dicky, how did you 
like the owPs eyes ? I fancy they proved brigh- 
ter than you expected ; but, had they even been 
as ugly as you supposed, it was very rude and 
silly in you to notice it. You ought never to 
censure any bird for natural deformities, since 
no one contracts them by choice ; and what ap- 
pears disagreeable to you, may be pleasing in the 
' eyes of another. Besides, you should be par- 
ticularly careful not to insult strangers, because 
yoa cannot know their deserts, nor what power 
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iave of revenging tbemselves. You 

; yourself happy if yon never meet 

5se Owls by nighti for, I assure you, 

1 feed upon little birds likens: an4 

; no reason to think they will spare you, 

i affront you have given them. But 

.•t us fly on. However, before we give 

ther account of their adventures^ let oi 

to their beneiacton. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



Mils BENSON KthlKVISO A I 



Just a* Mrs. Benson and the young lady and 
gentleman were preparing to leave the room, af- 
ter having witnessed the happy meeting of the 
Redbreast family at their tea-table, the servant 
enternl and informed them that a poor woman 
was at the gate, who had been ordered to attend 
in the morning. Mn. Benson desired slie might 
come up. Well, good woman, sud tbe benevo- 
lent lady, how does your husband do ? Thanks 
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to your goodness, madaiDy and the blessing of 
Gody quite cheery, said the woman. 

I am happy, said the lady, to find you in bet^ 
ter spirits than you were the other night, and do 
not doubt you will do very well. I will order 
some meat and bread to be sent you every day 
this week, and will also assist you in clothing 
the children. Harriet's eyes glistened with be- 
nevolence at seeing the woman, whose distress 
had so greatly affected her, thus comforted ; and 
slipping her purse, which contained seven shil- 
lings, into her mamma's hand, she begged her to 
take it for the woman. You shall, my dear, said 
j\Irs. Benson, have the picture of relieving her 
yourself; give this half-crown to her. Miss 
Harriet, with a delight which none but the com- 
passionate can know, extended the hand of char- 
ity. The woman received her benefaction with 
grateful acknowledgments ; and praying that 
the Almighty might shower down his choicest 
Messingson this worthy family, respectfully took 
leave and returned to her husband, who, by 
means of the nourishment Mrs. Benson supplied 
her with, gathered strength hourly. 

As soon as she was gone Mrs. Benson inform- 
'^ her son and daughter, that .she intended to 
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take them with h^ to Farmer Wilson^ where 
she made no doubt they would pass a happy 
day ; and desired them to go and get equipped 
for the journey, while she dressed herself. The 
young folks obeyed without hesitation; and, 
having given the maid very strict injunctions 
to feed Robin and the Linnet, they attended 
their mamma to the coach— Leaving this happy 
party to enjoy th«r pleasant drive, let us go back 
to the Robins whom we left on the wing in 
search of further adventures. 

They soon alighted on a tree, in which was a 
Mock-bird,* who, instead of singing any note of 
his own, Itept successively imitating those, of ev« 
ery bird that inhabited the orchard, and this with 
a view of making them ridiculous. If any one 
had any natural imperfection in his singing, he 
was sure to mimic it ; or if any was particularly 
attentive to the duties of his station, be ridiculed 
him as grave and formal. The young Red- 
breasts were excessively diverted with this droU 
creature ; but their father desired them to consid* 
er whether they should like to hear him mimic 
them. Every one agreed that they shouU be 

* The mock-bird is properly a Mtive of An«rica| 
kot isiaUoOactdlMfff liMCtkt sake eCtbt sMral. 
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very angry to be ridiculed in that manner. Then/ 
replied the father, neither encourage nor imitate 
him. The Mock-bird hearing him, took up his 
notes — Neither encourage nor imitate him, said 
he. The cock Redbreast on this flew at him 
with fury, plucked some feathers from his breast, 
|; and sent him screaming from the place. 1 have 

made you sing a natural note at last, said he, and 
hope you will take care how you practise mim- 
ickry again. His mate was sorry to see him dis- 
turb his temper, and ruffle his feathers, for such 
an insignificant creature, but he told her it was 
^ particularly necessary as an example to his nest- 
lings, as mimickry was a fault to which young 
birds were too apt to incline ; and he wished to 
shew them the danger they exposed themselves 
to in the practice of it. 

The whole Redbreast family rested themselves 
for some time ; and whilst they sat still they ob- 
served a Chaffinch flying from tree to tree, chat- 
tering to every bird he had any knowledge of; 
and hb discourse seemed to aflect his hearers 
greatly, for they perceived some birds flying ofl* 
in great haste, and others meeting tliem ; many 
battles and disputes ensued. The little Red- 
breasts wondered at these circumstances; at 
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( / f ; length Peckfjr iiiqiiired the meaning of the bustle. 

This Chaffinch, replied the iatberi is a telkale ; 
it is meonceivable the mischief he maizes. Not 
\f. that he hasso much malice in his natore, but he 

]]}' loves to hear himself chatter; and therefore ev- 

ery anecdote he can collect he tells to all he 
meetSi by which means he often raises quarrels 
I' and animosities ; neither does he stop here, for 

I ^ he frequently invents the tales he relates. 

; As the Redbreast was speakuig the Chaffinch 

alighted on the same tree. O tmy old friend, 
( laid he, are you got abroad in the world again ? 

I heard the Linnet in the pear-tree say you were 
caught stealing com, and hung up as a specta^ 
de, but 1 thought this could not be true; besides, 
the Blackbird in the cherry-tree told me that the 
reason we did not see you as usual was— that 
you were rearing a family, to whom, he said, 
you were so severe, that the poor little creatures 
bad no comfort of their lives. 

Whatever you may have heard, or whatever 

you may say, is a matter of indifference to me, 

;*. replied the Hedbreast ; but as a neighbour, I 

cannot help adv'ising you to restrain your tongue 

jt a little, and consider, before you communicate 

./ your intelligence, whether what you are going to 
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In «ay has iMt a teodenejr to cDftmb die peace of 

I fodety. 

4 Whilst he was thus advisuq; him a flock of 

hirds assembled about the tree ; it consisted of 
those to whom the Chaffinch had been chatteiw 
ing, who, having come to an explanation with 
each other, had detected his ftbities, and deter- 
mined to expd him the orchard ; which they 
did, with every aiAtk of contempt and ignominy : 
all the Red-breasts joined In the porsoit, fur even 
the little ones saw his character In a detestable 
lighti and formed a determination to avoid his 
fiiult. When the tell-tale was gone, the party 
which pursued him alighted together in the same 
walk, and amongst them the Redbreasts discov- 
ered many of their old friends, with whom they 
now renewed their acquaintance, knowing they 
should soon be released from family cares ; and 
the young ones passed a happy day in this cheer- 
ful assembly ; but at length the hour of repose 
approached, when each individual fled to his 
resting place ; and the Redbreasts, after so fiir 
tiguing a day, fell asleep. 

While the Redbreasts were exploring the or- 
chard, Mrs. Benson and her fiimilyi as we before 
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abewedy let offon their visit to the farm, where, 

By met with a most welcome reception. 

.' «^( • Farmer Wilson was a very worthy benevo-i 

j ( ^i . ]knt man. He had, by his industry, acquired i 

S h'- '■ suflicient to purchase the form he lived on. and i 

f I had a fiur prospect of providing for a numerous 

fiimily, whom he brought up with the greatest '. 

care, as fiurmer's sons and daughters used for* i 

meriy to be, and taught them all to be merciful \ 

to the cattle which were employed in his busi- i 

ness. 

His wife, a most amiable woman, had receiv- . 
ed a good education from her father, who was . 
formerly curate of tlie parish. This good man 'j 
had strongly implanted in his daughter's mind i 
the Christian doctrine of universal charity, 
which she exercised, not only towards the hu- i 
man spedes, but also to poultry, and every liv- . 
ing creature which it was her province to man- , 
age. 

Mrs. Benson knew that her children would 

here have an opportunity of seeing many difler- 

ent animals treated with propriety ; and it was 

i on this account that she took them with her, 

f though she herself vbited these good people 

from a motive of sincere respect. 
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AiwoD u tbejr were Msted, Mra. WBioa n- 
gded ber young {uoU with > pece of nice 
ake, mftde by bcr daughter Betty, s Utile girl 
at twelve yean old, wbo nt by, enjoj^ng with 
•cent delight, the bowwr which ibe littk lady 
Bnd genllemao did to ber peribnwnce. It hap- 
pened fortunately to he a cool day, and Mra. 
Bentan expretied » deiiie to walk about and >ee 
theftrm. 

In the first place Mra. Wlsoa ibewed her the 
Imue, which was perfectly neat, and in com- 
plete order. She then toolt ber guerta into ber 
daily, wlitch was well stored with milk and 
cream, butter and cheese. From thence tbey 
went to visit the poultry-yard, where Ibe tittle 
Bensons were ezcesuvely delighted indeed : for 
there were a number of cock* and bmUf and 
UMny broodi of young chickeni, bedde* torkies 
and Guinea-fowli.' 

All the fowl* expressed the gre a test joy at the 
sif^t of Mra. Wilson and her daughter Betsy ; 
the cocks celebrated their arrival by loud and 
cheerful crowings ; the bens gave notice of iheir 
approach by cackling, and auembled their in- 
fant train to partake of their bounty ; the tui^ 
14 
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, keys and Gaioea-fowb ran to meet them ; 

'i l-V number of pigeons also alighted from apigcoi< 

\ \'Jf, house. Betsy scattered amongst tliem the grail 

r f ' which she carried in her lap for that purposi 

and seemed to have great pleasure in distribu 
ting it 
^•|;! Wiben their young visitors were satisfied wh! 

seeing the poultry fed, Mrs. Wilson showei 
1 1 them the hen-house, and other convenience 

1 4 provided for them, to make their lives comforts 

f ble; she then opened a little door, which le 

to a meadow, where the fowls were oAen indu' 
ged to ramble and refresh themselves. On set 
ing her approach this place, the whole part 
k collected, and ran into the meadow,* like a troo! 

i . ' . of school4x>ys into their play-ground. 

You, Mrs. Wilson, and your daughter, mu: 
have great amusement from these pretty cres 
tures, said Mrs. Benson.— We have indeei 
Madam, said she, and they furnish us with eg^ 
and chickens, not only for our own use, but fc 
f • the market also —And can you prevail on you: 

'•: . I self to kill these sweet creatures ? said ML 

 

[» What ii caUfd a « meadow*' in England 
r temed a « field'* or *< lawn*' in Amerka, being rk 

paiture ground Arom which English haj is made^ 
J§m€f» £a»3 
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CHAPTER MV. 



±Hi farmer's wife next proposed (but with 
many apologies for oOering to lake tliem to such 
a place) to shew them lier pigaly* The nnme 
of a pigity generally conve^^ an idea of nasli* 
ness ; but whoever had seen iliose of Farmer 
Wilson would have had a very different one> 
They were neatly paved, and washed down ev- 
rry day ; the trouglia in which ihcy fed were 
Moured, and the water they drank was alwaji 
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Benson. — Indeed, Miss, I cannot, said Mrs. 
Wilson, and never did kill a chicken in my life ; 
but it b an easy matter to find people capable of 
doing it ; and there is an absolute necessity for 
some of them to die, for they breed so fast, that 
in a short time we should have more than we 
could possibly feed : but I make it a rule to ren- 
der their lives as happy as possible, I never shut 
them up to fatten any longer than I can help, 
use no cruel methods of cramming them, nor 
do I confine them in a situation where they can 
tee other fowls at liberty ; neither do I take the 
cbkkent from the hen till she herself deserts 
them ; nor set hens upon ducks' f^;gs« 

I often regret, said Mrs. Benson, that so ma- 
f ny lives should be sacrificed to preserve < urs ; 
but we must eat animals, or they would at length 
cat us,at least all that would otherwise support us. 
Whilst this conversation passed, Master Fred- 
erick had followed the fowls into the meadow, 
where the turkey-cock, taking him for an en- 
emy, had altacked him, and frightened him so 
much, tliat he at first cried out for help, but soon 
recollected that this was cowardly, so lie pulK*d 
off his bat, and drove the ci*eature away before 
Betsy Wilson arrived, wlio was running to his 
isiistancc* ? 



;l 



:■ 



tmm 



\ 





I6s 

'""nv TH.L "^"-iii. 

, *"" •» Muter FrJ!^ ["^ !''"•■« 

""'»'"■ Ba„J^^ """""• «nfc, F~j, 



hi* r'fT""" luBdly kiucd biin, and Mid >be Im 
ped he bad ieen enbugfa of grcedines* to-dajr t 
icrve him for a kaioo ai long as he lived. 

la a Mparate itye wai a Sov wilb a litter c 
young Piga. Thii wai a very pleasing ughi ia 
deed to Master Fredenck, who longed to hav) 
one of them to play with ; but Mrs. Wilsoi 
told him it would make the Sow very angry, 
and her gnintings would terrily him more ibon 
the Turkey-cock had done, on which he drop- 
ped bis request, but said be should like to keep 
wch a little creature. 

If it could always continue little, Frederick, 
aaid Mrs. Benson, it would do very well ; but it 
will perhaps grow as large as its mother, and 
what sbaJI we do then f 

I fear,ladies, said Mrs. Wilson, you will be tir- 
ed with slaying here ; will it be agrreable to you 
to take a wallc in the gxrden I With all my 
heart,said Mrs. Benson. 

Mrs. Wilson ibco conducted her guests into 
a garden, which abounded with all kinds of vege- 
tables for the table, quantities of fmii, aad a va- 
riety of dowers. Master Frederick longed to 
lasle some of the delicacies which presented 
themselves to his eye ; but be had been taught 
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grater mmbm to work for ni«, and mnre hon- 
ey nciy jmr than ihe lost, notvilhitanding I 
ferd my Bea in the winter. I have nud# a^ 
qoaintuiGe with lb« Queen of every hive, wlio 
will come to me wlienerer I call her, and you 
ahall Me one of tbem if you please. 

On tfaU ihe called, in a loanner which the in- 
haUtantsoftfae hive (hry were looking at were 
■ccwtoined to, and a large bee won settled on 
ber hand ; m en initant after ihe was covered, 
fioiD head to foot, with Bees. 

Min Benton was fearful lest (hey should stingy 
and Frederick was running away; but Mrs. 
WiboB assured them (he lillle creatures would 
not do any mischief, if no one attempted to catch 
them. Bees are, in their natural dispositions, 
very harmless creatures, I assure you, Master 
Benson, said she } though 1 otvn they will cer- 
tainly sling little boys who endeavour lo catch 
them in order to suck their bag of honey, or take 
thar sling: but you see, that though I have hun- 
dreds about mc, and even on my fuce and arms, 
not one offers to do me an injury ; and I believe 
wasps seldom sting but in their own defence, 
Shetbenthrew up her hand, on which tlie Queen- 
bee flew away, in great slate, surroonded by her 
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{guards, and followed by the rest of her subjects, 
') each ready to lose his life in the defence of hers. t 
I There is something very wonderitily said Mrs. 

: f Benson, in the strong attachment these little crea« 
I tures have to their sovereign, and very instnie- 
'} tive too. 1 wish our good king could see all his 
'. subjects as closely united hi his interest I— 
1 What say you, Frederick, would you fight for 
your king 7— Yes, mamma, if papa would.— 
That, I assure you, my dear, he certainly would 
do, if there were occasion, as loyally as the best 
Bee in the world : and I b^ you will remem- 
ber what I now tell you as long as you live, that 
it is your duty to love your king, for he is to be 
considered as the father of his country. 

But before we take our leave of the Bees, let 
roe observe to you, my dears, that several in* 
structive lessons may be taken from their ex« 
ample. 

If such little insects as these perform their 
daily tasks with so much alacrity, surely it roust 
be a shame for children to be idle, and to fret, 
because they are put to learn things which will 
be of the utmost consequence to them in the end ; 
and which would indeed coiiduceto their praseot 
happiness, would they but apply to them with a 
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wOliog mind. Remember tlie pretty Iiymn you 
have kamt : 

<* How doth the little hasy bee 
Improve each shininf hour,'* be. 

Bat comei Mrs. Wilson, said Ihe Lady, we 
must, if you please, take leave of the Bees, or 
we shall not have time to enjoy the other plea- 
sures you have in reserve for us. 

As they walked along Frederick so far forgot 
himself as to try to catch a moth, but his mamma 
obliged him to let it go immediately. Don't you 
think, Mrs. Wilson, said she, it is wrong to let 
children catch Butterflies and Moths ? — Indeed 
I do, madam, replied the good woman. Poor 
little creatures I what injury can they do us by 
flying about ? In that state at least they are 
harmless to us. Caterpillars and Snails, it is 
true, we are obliged frequently to destroy on 
account of their devouring fruit and vegetables ; 
but unless they abound so as to be likely to do 
a real injury, I never suffer them to be meddled 
with. I often think on my good father's max- 
ims, which were ^ Never to take away the fnli 
.of any creature,unless it is necessary for the bene- 
fit of mankind. While there is food and room 
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enough for them and us, let them live and enjoy 
the blessings they were formed for/' he would say. 

When I was a little girl, sud Mrs. Benson, I 
I had a great propensity to '"itch Flies and other 
insects, but my father had an excellent micros- 
cope, in which he shewed me a number of dif- 
ferent objects ; by tliis means I learnt that even 
the minutest creatures might be as susceptible of 
paih as myself ; and I declare I cannot put any 
thing to death without fancying I hear its bones 
crack, and that 1 see its blood gushing from its 
veins and arteries ; and so far from having a 
pleasure in killing even the disagreeable insects 
which are troublesome in houses, I assure you I 
cannot do it myself, nor see it done without pmn ; 
and yet they certainly may be considered as ene- 
mies, and as such we have a right to destroy 
them. 

To be sure, madam, said Mrs. Wilson ; for 
without cleanliness we could not enjoy health. 
It goes against me to demolish a fine Spider's 
web, and yet they make a house look very dirty; 
but I seldom have any in mine : for I took care, 
when I first came to live in it, to destroy the 
nests ; and the old Spiders finding there was no 
security for their young ones here, have'forsaken 
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the house ; and I am iDclined to think the same 
vigilance in respect to other disagreeable insects 
would have the same effect. 

Doubtlessy said Mrs. Benson ; but, pray, tell 
ne do jou destroy the webs of Garden Spiders 
also? Not unless they are so many as to be 
troublesome and disagreeable, replied Mrs. Wil- 
son. I should not myself like to have the fruits 
of my industry demolished, nor my little ones 
taken out of my arms, or from their warm beds, 
and crushed to death. — I am of opinion, said 
Mrs. Benson, that it would be a good way to ac- 
custom one's self, before one kills any thing, to 
change situations with it in imagination, and to 
suppose how we should feel were we Bees, 
or Ants, or Butterflies, or Birds, or Kittens, and 
10 on. 

Indeed, Madam, said Mrs. Wilson, I have of- 
ten wished that poor dumb creatures had some- 
body to speak for them ; many an innocent life 
would then be save4 which is now destroyed to 
no end. 

Well, said Harriet, I am sure I shall never 
kill any thing without first magnifying it in my 
mind, and thinking what it would say for itself 
if able to speak.— Then, my dear, 1 will engage 
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; for you, replied her mammae that you will put 
but very few creatures to death : but, in order to 
have a proper notion of their form, you must 
study natural history, from whence you will learn 
how wonderful their construction is ; how care* 
fully and tenderly the inferior creatures provide 
for their young; how ingenious their various 
employments are, how far they are from harbour- 
ing malice against the human species ; and how 
excellently they are informed and instructed by 
their great Creator, for the enjoyment of happi- 
ness in their different classes of existence, which 
happiness we have certainly no right wantonly 
to disturb. 

Besides, it is really a meanness to destroy any 
creature merely because it is little ; and, in 
children, particularly absurd to do so ; for, upon 
this principle, they must themselves expect to be 
constantly ill-treated ; though no animal stands 
more in need of tenderness than they do for 
many years from the time of their coming into 
the world : and even men and women might 
expect to be annihilated by the power of the 
great Creator if every thing little were to be de* 
stroyed« 
15 
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Neither do I know how we can precisely cal 
any thing great or little, since it b only so b] 
comparing it with others. An Ant or a Flj 
may appear to one of its own species, whosi 
eyes are formed to see those parts which w 
cannot discover without glasses, as considerabl 
as men and women do each other ; and to crea 
lures of the dimensions of a Mite, one of the siz 
of an Ant doubtless looks formidable and gi 
gantic I therefore think it but justice to viev 
insects with microscopic eyes before we do an; 
thmg to them that is likely to give them pain, o 
to destroy their works unnecessarily. 

During this conversation Master Frederic! 
kept running about making choice of flowen 
which Betsy Wils^ gathered and formed int 
nosegays for his miunma, his sister, and hion 
self. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

MASTER FREDERICK VIEW1JCO THE DtJCXS AND - 



The next place Mn. Wilson took her gneits to 
VM a barn-yard, in wliidi was a large hone- 
pond. Here licr yuung visitort were delighted 
with the appearance of a number of Geew and 
Duclu ; aoiiie vere (vimming in the vater, 
Rome dinng, othen rooting ia tlie mud to lee 
what fish or wormi they could find. 

It appears very strange to me, said Miss 
JBeoion, that way cieaturei can talte delight in 
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.makinj; iheiiiielvef so dirty ; and yet, replu 
' Mn. fieosoQi how many children do the sam 

irithout having any excuse for it The Duel 
and Geese grub about so in search of the nece 
aaries of life ; but I have seen boys do it mere! 
ibr diversion^ and sometimes at the hazard 
their lives. 

, Have you any fish here ? said Frederic! 
I believe none of any consequence, sir ; tl 
Ducks and the Geese would take care that noi 
should grow to any considerable size ; but the 
are plenty in a pond which you will see in tl 
next field $ and I hope to have the pleasure 
seeing you at dinner eat of some Perch whi< 
were caught there. Sometimes we catch fii 
Carp and Tench, but only with nets ; for neith< 
my good man nor I can bear the cruel diversic 
of angiing ; nor do we allow our children to fo 
low ity from a notion that it hardens the heai 
and leads to idleness. 

Pray, mamnm, said Miss Harriet, is it right 
catch Fbh ? 1 should think, as they live in w 
fer, and we upon land, we have no business wi 
them.— You would wish every one then, my dea 
to keep their own element ? Your sentiment 

.a good one in many respects, but it must not 1 
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'i extended so iar at to forbid the catching of Fish. j 

j Man has dominion over the Fish, as wcU as over 
beasts and fowls, and many of them are proper 
food for mankind ; and the astonishing increase 
of them shows that they are designed to be so ; 
for were all that are spawned to grow to full size, 
there would soon be more than our ponds, or even 
than the sea itself would hold, and they would 
be starved ; therefore there are the same reasons 
for our feeding upon them as upon Poultry, but 
we should be very careful to dispatch them as 
quickly as possible. 

Some people are cruel enough to roast Lobsters 
alive, the cries of which I have been told are 
dreadful to hear; and others will flay Eels 
alive, then put them without their skins into a 
pail of cold water, and afterwards cut them in 
pieces, and throw them into a frying-pan of 
boiling fat, where sometimes every separate 
piece will writhe about in agony. Thus each 
poor Fish suffers as many deaths as it is divided 
into pieces. Now, this, Harriet, cannot be 
right, however authorized by custom ; tlierefore 
I hope you never will suffer such things to be ' 
.done in your kitchen when you keep house, but 
15* 
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always give Drden that your Lobsters be put in« 
to boiling water, which kills them soon, and 
that your Ceb are killed before they are skio- 
nedy which may soon be done by laying hold of 
their heads and tails and giving them a sudden 
pull, which separates the vertebrae of the back. 
This b dreadful enough, though little in com- 
parison of what they suffer by the other methods 
of killing them. 

Oh, mamma I said Harriet, you make me 
even shudder ; I do not believe I shall ever de- 
sire to eat Eels $ I shall be ready to make 
speeches for every piece as it lies in a dish be* 
fore me. But, pray tell me, is it cruel to kill 
Frogs and Toads ? Ask Mrs. Wilson, my dear, 
sliehas more to do with such reptiles than I 
have, said Mrs. Benson.^-Why, Miss, replied 
Mrs. Wilson, I am very singular in regard to 
such kind of creatures ; and though 1 by no 
means like to have them in my house, 1 do not 
make an outcry and condemn every one to a 
violent death which b accidentally found in my 
cellar or other places ; on the contrary, I gen- 
erally see them thrown into a ditch at some dis- 
tance to take their chance. There are many 
birds and wateff4bwl thai feed on young Froga 
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nl^ht, of which you had a specimen in the gar- 
den. Sparrows, indeed, my husband is under a 
necessity of destroying, for they are such de- 
vourers, they would leave him but little com to 
carry to market if he did not shoot them ; but 
be never liills the Crows, because they are very 
serviceable in picking up Grubs, and other 
things injurious to farmers $ we only set a little 
boy to watch our new-sown grain, and he keeps 
making a noise, which effectually frightens 
them. Oh, said Frederick, I nurse young birds 
too. 1 have got a Linnet and a Robin Red- 
breast, and I feed an hundred beside. 

Mrs. Wilson smiled, and addressing herself 
to Mrs. Benson, said. Now, madam, we will, if 
you please, return to the house ; for I fancy by 
this time dinner is nearly ready, and my husband 
tnd sons are about coming home. 

Mrs. Benson was a little tired with her ram- 
ble, and was really impatient to see farmer Wil- 
son and the rest of his amiable family. When 
she drew near the house she was met by the 
worthy man, who gave her a most cordial wel- 
come, and said he was proud to see so much 
good company. Nancy, the eldest daughter, to • 
whom the mother bad entrusted the care of in- 
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"j specting the additional cookery which she had 
ordered, and who, for that reason, was not to be 

] seen in the morning, now made her appearance, 
dressed with the most perfect neatness ; health 
bloomed in her cheeks, and cheerfulness and 
good humour sparkled in her eyes. With this 
engaging countenance she easily prevailed on ^ 

Master Frederick to let her place him beside her 
at the table, round which the other two visicors, 
the master and mistress of the house, and the 
rest of their offspring, conusting of Thomas, a 
fine youth of eighteen, four young boys, and lit- 
tle Betsy, were soon seated. 

The table was covered with phin food, but, 
by the good management of Nancy, who had 
made an excellent pudding, an apple-pie, and 
some delicious custards, it made a very good fig« 
ure ; and Mrs. Benson afterwards declared, that 
she had never enjoyed an entertainment so 
much. And the pleasure was considerably 
heightened by the happy countenances of the 
whole family. 
I The farmer, who was a jocose man, said a 

number of droll things, which diverted his lit- 
tle visitors very much $ and soo» after dinner he 
begged leave to depart, as he was Sheep-shear- 
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iog ; but said be thought the young gentle-lblks 
might be diverted with the sight, so invited them 
to pay him a visit in the field, and left Joe and 
Neddy to conduct Master Frederick to it. 

The young farmers were rather sh}' at first^ 
bdng afraid that their guests would laugh at 
their country talk ; but when t!iey observed 
how politely they behaved to their sisters, they 
entered into conversation, and told Master Ben- 
con an hundred particulars about animals, with 
which before he was unacquainted ; and he in 
, return related all he knew about his Redbreasts 
and other pensioners.— They then shewed him 
a pretty Cat with kittens, and also their favour- 
ite Daphne, with two young Puppies ; the latter 
were kept in a kennel, and the Cat in a stable, 
where they were well supplied with food. 

As Frederick knew that his sister was re- 
markably fond of Cats, he stepped back to call 
her to look at them, which, with her mamma's 
permission, she was greatly pleased to do, and 
longed to have the kittens to nurse. When she 
returned she inquired whether the Dogs and 
Cats were ever permitted to cooQie into the house. 

Not whilst they have young ones, said Mrs. 
Wilson, for they make a great deal of dirt, and 
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sheathed, by which practice many a muslin' 
gowQ and apron has been torn. And even the 
cleanliness of Cats b injurious, for they usually 
have recourse to comers of chairs, in order to 
rub the dirt from their talons. Many people 
have a great dread of this animal, and on that 
account it should not be used to come into rooms 
where a variety of company b received. 

As for Dogs, they are in general so very so- 1 
cial, grateful, and pleasing, that they seem form- 
ed to be the humble companions of mankind ; 
and if kept in proper order, they may be famil- 
iarised with safety ; but then they should be 
taught to know their distance. And as there 
are different species of Dogs, we should make a 
prudent selection, and not introduce into the 
house great mastiffs or tall greyhounds ; neither 
must we indulge those we domesticate to too 
great a degree, for in that case they will become 
as troublesome as Cats. 

Mrs. Benson now expressed her desire. to see 
the Sbeep*shearing ; on which Mrs. Wilson and 
her daughter conducted her and Miss Harriet to 
the field, where they arrived at the conclusion 
of the operation ; and a very pleasing sight it 
was to behold the happy creatures, who lately 
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waddled under a heavy heating load, relieved 
from their burden, leaping and frisking with de- 
lighty whilst the accumulated wool seemed, as it 
lay, to promise comfortable clothing for many 
a naked wretch among the human species, who, 
destitute of such a supply, would be in danger of 
perishing with cold in the ensuing winter. 

Miss Harriet observed the innocent counte- 
nances of the Sheep and Lambs, and said she 
thought it was a thousand pities to kill them. 

It is so, my dear, said her mamma, but we 
must not indulge our feelings too far in respect to 
animals which are given to us for food ; all we 
have to do is to avoid barbarity. It is happy 
for them that having no apprehension of being 
killed, they enjoy life in peace and security to 
the very last ; and even when the knife is lifted 
to their throats, they are ignorant of its destina- 
tion : and a few struggles put an end to their 
pain for ever. But come, Mrs, Wilson, will 
you favour us with a sight of your Cows ?— * 
With pleasure, madam, said she } they are by 
this time driven to be milked. Mrs. Wilson 
then conducted her visitors towards ' the fiinn« 
yard. 
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Pcrhapiy madam, said she, as they walked 
aloogytbe young lady and gentleman may be 
afirmd of homed cattle ? I believe^ replied Mrs. 
BensoQi I may venture to say that Harriet has 
DO unreasonable fears of any living creature ; 
it has been my endeavour to guard tlie minds of 
my children against so distressing a weakness ; 
but whether Frederick's heart has acquired for- 
titude enough to enable him to venture near so 
many Cows, I cannot tell.— O yes, mamma, 
cried Frederick, I would sooner get up and ride 
into the yard on the horns of one of them than 
run away. Well, we shall soon put your cou* 
rage to the proof, said Mrs. Benson ; so come 
along, sir. 

As for my children, said Mrs. Wilson, they 
are remarkably courageous in respect to ani- 
mals : ail the creatures belonging to us are very 
harmless and gentle, which is the natural conse- 
quence of kind treatment, and no person need 
be afraid o( walking in any part of our grounds ; 
but it is difficult to persuade some people that 
there is no danger, for they are apt to imagine 
that every loose horse they see will gallop over 
them, and that every creature with boms will 
gore and toss them« 
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Very true, rq)lied Mrs. Benson ; and I have 
known many as much afraid of a toad, a frog, or 
a spider^ as if certain death would be the conse- 
quence of meeting them : when, if these persons 
would but make use of their reason^ they would 
soon be convuiced that such fears are ill ground- 
ed. Frogs and Toads are very harmless crea- 
turesy and so far from offeruig an injury to any 
human being they may chance to meet, they 
hop away with all possible expedition, from a 
dread of being themselves destroyed ; and Spi- 
ders drop suddenly down, with a view to their 
own preservation only ; and therefore it is high- 
ly ridiculous to be afraid of them. 

Horses and oxen are much more formidable 
creatures ; they certainly could do us a great 
deal of mischief, if they were conscious of their 
superior strength ; but God has wisely ordained 
that they should not be so ; and having given 
mankind dominion over them, he has implanted 
in their nature an awe and dread of the human 
species, which occasion them to yield subjection 
to the lords of creation, when they ^xert their 
authority in a proper manner. . 

It is really a very wonderful thing, Mrs. Wil- 
son, to see a 6ne\lively Horse submitting to 
the bit and hamesS|lor a drove of Oxeh quietly 
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marching onder the direction of one man. But 
it b observable that those creatures which are 
the mott useful to us are the easiest tamed ; and 
jiAd not only singly but in flocks to mankind, 
nay, even to boys. This shews at once the 
goodness and power of the Creator. 

From what I have said, ray dear, added Mrs. 
Benson, you must perceive that it is a great 
weakness for a human being to be afraid of 



. By this time the party were advanced pretty 
near to the barn-yard, and Frederick espied one 
of the Cows peeping over the gate ; on which, 
whh a eomitenance expressive of fear, he ran 
hastily to his mamma, and asked her whether 
Cows conld toss people over gates and hedges ? 
What a silly question, Frederick, said she ; pray 
look again, and you will perceive that it is im* 
possible for such large heavy creatures to do so ; 
and these inclosures are made on purpose to 
confine them within proper bounds. But did 
not you boast just now that <<you could ride on 
the horns of one of them ?'' That I shall not 
tequire you to do, for it would very likely make 
the creature angry, because Cows are not ac» 
costomed to carry any load upon their heads ; 
neitber would I allow you to nm after them 
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with a sticky or to make any attempt to frighten 
them ; but^ if you approach as a friend^ I make 
no doubt you will be received as such ; so sum- 
mon your courage and attend us, the Cows will 
not hurt you, I can assure you. 

Neddy Wilson then began laughing^ from tlie 
idea that a boy should be afraid of a Cow ; 
which made Frederick ashamed of himself ; and, 
quitting his mamma's gown by which he had 
held fast while she was speaking, he laid hold 
of Neddy's hand, and declared his resolution to 
go as near the Cow as he would. I will liot 
take upon me to say that his little heart was \ 
perfectly free from palpitation ; but that lay in 
his own bosom, where none could discover its 
feelings but himself ; so let us give him as much 
credit for courage as we can, and acknowledge 
him to have been a noble little fellow in thus 
trusting himself amongst a number of homed 
cattle. 

The whole party now entered the farm-yard, 
where they saw eight fine Cows, fat, sleek, and 
beautifully clean, who yielded several paib of 
rich milk ; the steam of which, added to the 
breath of the Cows, casta delightful fragrance 
around. Mrs. Wilson then entreated her com- 
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pukj to return to the bouses where tea was pro- 
vided, and a delidoui syllabub. 

Thefiurmer now came back and refreshed 
himself with a cup of ale, which was very com- 
ibrtable after the fatigues of the day. 

J have had| said Mrs. Benson, great pleasure 
in viewing your farrow Mr. Wilson, which ap- 
pears to me to afibrd all the desirable comforts 
and conveniences of life, and I most sincerely 
wish a continuance of your prosperity.— -If it is 
not an impertinent question, pray tell roe, did 
you inherit the farm from your father, or was it 
purchased by tlie fruits of your own industry ? 

Neither my wife nor I have led an idle life, 
I assure you, madam, replied the farmer ; but, 
next to the blessing of heaven, I think myself in • 
a great degree indebted to my Cattle for my suc- 
cess. My father left me master of a little farm, 
with a few acres of land well cropped, three 
Horses, two Cows, ten Sheep, a Sow and Pigs, 
a Jack-ass, and a few Poultry ; these have grad- 
ually multiplied to what you now see me pos- 
sess, besides numbers that I have sold ; and I 
have had fine crops of hay and com ; so that 
every year I laid by a ' litde money, till I was 
able to purchase this iarm, which has proved a 
ytTf good one to me. 
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There is something so ttncominon in hearing 
a farmer attribute a part of bis success in life to 
hi« Cattle, that I should be obliged to you, Mr. 
Wilson, said the lady, if you would account to 
me for thb circumstance. Most readily, madam, 
said he. 

When I was a very young man I heard a fine 
sermon from the pulpit, preached by my dear 
wife's father, on the subject of showing mercy to 
brutes, which made a great impression on my 
mind ; and I have ever since acted towards all 
dumb creatures as I would to mankind, upon the 
principle of doing as I would be done by. 

I always consider every beast that works for 
me as my servant, and entitled to wages ; but 
as beasts cannot use money, I pay them in 
things of more value to them ; and make it a 
rule, unless in case of great necessity, to let them 
enjoy rest on the Sabbath-day. 

I am very cautious of not letting my beasts 
work beyond their strength, and always give 
them their food in due season 5 nor do I ever 
suffer them to be beat or cruelly used. Besides 
giving them what I call their daily wages, I in« 
dulge them with all the comforts I can afford 
them. 
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In suminer, when the bosiness of the day is 
over, my Horses enjoy themselves in a good 
pastore, and in winter they are sheltered from 
the inclemencies of the weather in a warm sta- 
ble. If they get old^ I contrive some easy task 
lor them ; and when they can work no longer, 
I let them live on the common without it, till age 
and infirmities make their lives burthensome to 
themsdveSi when I have them put to as easy a 
death as possible. 

Though my Cows and Sheep do not work for 
me, I think them entitled to a recompence for 
'the profit I receive from their milk and wool, 
and endeavour to repay them with the kindest 
osage ; and even my Jack-ass finds mercy from 
me, for I could not bear to see so useful a crea^ 
ture ill-treated ; and as for my Dogs, I set great 
store by them on account of their fidelity. 

These are very excellent rules indeed, Mr. 
Wilson, and I wbh they were generally follow- 
ed, said Mrs. Benson ; for I believe many poor 
beasts suffer greatly from the ill-treatment in- 
flicted on them ; the Horses in Post-chaises and 
Hackney-coaches in London particularly. Yes, 
madam, said the &rmer, I have heard so, and 
could teli you such stories of cruelties exercised 
in the country, as woidd quite shock you \ fuid 




I Itave seen such instances myself of the efiects 
of neglecting them, as have confirmed nie in the 
notions I learnt from the good sermon I told 
you of. 

I am much obliged to you for your informa- 
tion, Mr. Wilson^ said Mrs. Benson^ and hope 
my children will never foiget it ; for it certainly 
is a duty to extend our clemency to beasts and 
other animals. Nay, we are strictly command- 
ed in the scriptures to shew compassion to the 
beasts of others, even to tiiose of our enemies ; 
surely then those which are our own property, 
and work for us, have a peculiar claim to it. 
There b one custom which shocks me very 
much, and that is pounding of cattle ;— -I fiuicy, 
Mr. Wilson, you do not practise that much. 

Madam, replied he, I should much rather 
pound tiie owners of them, tlirough whose ne- 
glect or dishonesty it generally happens that 
horses trespass on other people's land. If any 
beast accidentally gets into my grounds, I send 
it home to its owner, for it certainly is no wilful 
fault in the creature to seek the best pasture it 
can find ; but if I have reason to suppose his 
owner turned him in, 1 then think myself obli^ 
ged to do what the law directs in that respect : 
but though it is a secret J am obliged to keep 
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from my ndghbottrti I may safely confess to 
you, madam, that I have not a heart to let a poor 
beast starve in a pound. As there are no courts 
of justice in whidi beasts can seek redress, I set 
up one for them in my own breast, where hu- 
manity pleads their cause. 

I wbh they had such an advocate in every 
breast, Mn Wilson, said the lady; but my 
watch reminds me we must now take our leave, 
which I do with many thanks to you and Mrs. 
Wilson, for your kind entertainment and good 
' clieer, and shall be happy to return your civili* 
^ ties at my own house ; and pray bring your 
whole family with you. 

Mrs. Benson then desired her son and daugh- 
ter to prepare for their departure. Frederick 
was grown so intimate with little Neddy, that 
he could scarcely be prevailed upon to leave 
him, till he recollected Robin and the Linnet. 

As they returned in the coach, Mrs. Benson 
remarked that farmer Wilson's story was enough 
to make every one who heard it careful of their 
live stock, for their own sakes ; but, said she, 
the pleasure and advantage will be greatly in- 
creased if it is done from a principle of humani- 
ty as well as interest. Miss Benson answered 
. that she hoped she should neither treat anunals 
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ill, nor pl»c« bar ■StxtioDi m tbem too mongly. 
That, my dear, Tqdiedber good namnn, » tbe 
proper medjum (o be obMrvcd. 

In a iboR Uam tbcy urirad at boDM. Tbe 
maid, to whose «a re the Bird* had beeo entrust- 
ed, gave • good account of her diMrgt f and 
MiM Harriet and Muter Frederic^ west to bed 
in peace, after a day ^MBt «ilbi»ud| fk^an 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



TRK AVIARY. 



1 HE Mxt morning the Redbreasts attended at 
tin. BeiHon'i at usual, and Robin was still 
better, but bii father began t« fear he would 
never perrectly recover from his accident ; how- 
evnr, he kept his apprehensions to himself, and 
•ufiered the little ones to entertain their bme 
brother with  relation of what they had teen 
the day before in the orchard. Frederick and 
Harriet were so diverted with the chattermg 
and cblrfung of the little things, that tliey did 
not niia ibe parent'i song. 






'■■»•:  



■« 

'I' 



;:■ 



Ill 

When the young ones had stayed as long as j;^; 

siie thought righty the hen Redbreast summoned |; j 

them away, and all took leave of Robing who ^i^. r 

longed to go with them, but was not able. The i^ \ 

father reminded him that he had great reason to 
rejoice in bis present situation, considering all 
things ; on which he resumed his cheerfulness, 
and, giving a sprightly twitter, hopped into f{, j 

Master Frederick's hand, which was spread open !{; | 

to receive him. The rest then flew away, and 
Miss Harriet and her brother prepared for their 
morning tusks. 

The Reil breasts aligiited to drink as usual in 
the court-yard, and were preparing to return to 
the orcliard, when Flapsy expressed a desire to 
look a little about the world ; for she said it 
would be very mopish to be always confined to 
tlie orchard ; and Dicky seconded her request. 
Pecksy replied, that however her curiosity might 
be excited, she had known so much happiness in 
the nest, that she was strongly attached to the 
paternal spot, and could gladly pass her life 
t iiere. The parents highly commended her con- 
tented disposition : but her father said, that as 
tiicrc was nothing blameable in the inclinations 
Dicky and Flapsy discovered for seeing the 
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• 1 1 woridy provided it was kept within due bounds, 
. ill he would readily gratify it : then asking if they 
'. ij were sufficiently refreshed^ he took wing^ and led 
: 'li the way to a neighbouring Grove^ wliere he pla- 
f '|i cedhis little tribe amongst the branches of a 
ij: venerable oak. 

ijj Here their ears were charmed with a roost 

enchanting concert of music. On one tree a 
Blackbird and a Thrush poured forth their strong 
mdodiotts notes ; on another a number of Lin- 
nets joined their sweet voices: exalted in the 
air a Sky-lark modulated his delightful pipe ; 
>rhilst a brother of the wood, seated on a cool 
refreshing turf, made the grove re-echo with his 
I melody ; to these the Nightingale joined hiar 

enchanting lay. In short, not a note was waiit- 
ing to complete the harmony. 
The little Redbreasts were so exceedingly 
f charmed, that for a while they continued listen- 
j ing with silent rapture ; at length Dicky ex* 

claimed. How happy should I be to join the 
cheerful band, and live for ever in this charming 

It is, replied his mother, a very pleasant situa- 
tion, to be sure $ but could you be sensible of the 
superior advantages, which, as a Redbreast, you 
may enjoy by taking up your abode In the Or- 
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It&d you not fullowed my direclioo, it might have 
been the fate of every one of you : therefore let 
it be 1 lesson to yoo to folloir every injunction 
of your psrenti nith (be Mune resdinesi for ilie 
future. 

You may depend on it, our experience teach- 
CI us to foresee many dnngeni trhicli lucb young 
creaturet as you have no notion of; and when 
ve desire you to do, or to forbear any thing, it is 
fin- the sake of your safety or advanlagc : there- 
ibre,Dicky, never more stand, as you sometimes 
have done, asking vhy we tell you to do so aad 
■o ? for liad that been the ease now, yoo, who 
were in a direct line with the gunner, would have 
been irte^'itHbly shot. 

They all said ihcy would pay implicit obedi- 
ence. Do so, said he ; but in order to this, 
you must also remember to pmctise, in our ab- 
sence, what ve enjoin you when pment> For 
instance, some kinds of food are vc;^ prejudicial 
to your health, winch wc would not, on any ac- 
count, let you Insto when we arc by ; these you 
must not indul^r in when away from us, whatev- 
er any oilier bird may sjiy in rccomninidaiion of 
ihem. MMthrr must you engage in any dange- 
rous cntprjiri:!". wWirh others, who have natural 
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strength or acquired agility, go through with 
safety ; nor should yoo go to any places which 
we have pointed out as dangerous, nor join any 
companions which we have forbidden you to 
make acquaintance with. 

Thu poor Redstart might have avoided his 
iate I for I heard his father, when I was last in 
the grove, advise him not to fly about by himself 
till he had shewn him the dangers of the world. 

Pecksy answered that she knew the value of 
parental instruction so well that she would cer- 
tainly treasure up in her heart every maxim of 
It : and the others promised to do the same ; 
but, said Flapsy, I cannot understand the nature 
of the accident which occasioned the death of 
the Redstart. 

Neither can I explain it to you, replied the 
lather; I only know that it is a very common 
practice with some men to carry instruments, 
from which they discharge what proves fatal to 
many a bird ; but I have, by attentive observa- 
tion, learnt how to evade the misciiicf. But 
come, let us descend and refresh ourselves a lit- 
tle, as we may do it with safety ; and then we 
will see if we cannot find a place where you can 
have amusement, without being exposed to such 



iaagen u attend the inbBbitsnti of wucnIs and 
grove*. 

Are you sufficiently rested to take & pretty 
long flight ? O yet, u led Dicky, vho wa* quite 
eager to leave tlicsjMrt, in vhicli, a tbort time 
before, he had longed lo pass his life : tlie rest 
joined in tlie same wish, and every wing was in- 
•tEDiIy expanded. 

The fotiier led the way, and in a very sliort 
time he and hi* family arrived at the estate of a 
gratleman, who, having a plentiful fortune, en- 
deavoured to collect all that was curious in art 
and nature, for the amusement of his own mind 
and the gratification of others. lie bad a house 
like a palace, fumislied with eveiy expensive 
rarity ; his gardens, to which the Redbreasts 
look tlieir flight, were laid out in sudi a manner 
« to aflbrd the most delightful variety to the eye. 

Amongst other articles oflasle was an Aviury 
which was built like a temple, enclosed witli 
brass wire ; tlid frame-work was painted green, 
and ornamented wilh carving gilt ; in the mid- 
dle a fountain continually threw up fresh water, 
which fell into a bcison whose brink was enam- 
elled with flowers ; at one end were partitions 
for birds' netts, ami troughs containing various 
kinds of seed and materials for building nests: 
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this part was carefully sheltered ironi every iu- 
clemency of the weather^ numbers of perches 
were placed in different parts of the Aviary^ 
and it was surrounded by a most beautiful shrub- 
bery. 

A habitation like this, in which all the con- 
veniences of life seemed to be collccted| where 
each gay songster might sing himself to repose in 
the midst of ease and plenty, safe from the dan- 
gers of the woods, appeared to our young trav- 
ellers desirable beyond all the situations in the 
world ; and Dicky expressed an earnest wish to 
be admitted into it. Well, said the father, let 
us not determine hastily ; it will be advisable 
first to inquire whether its inhabitants are really 
happy, before you make interest to become one 
of the number ; place yourselves by me on this 
shrub, and whilst we rest ourselves, we shall 
have an opportunity of seeing what passes. 

The first bird that attracted their notice was a 
Dove, who sat cooing by himself in a comer, in 
accents so gentle and sweet, that a stranger to his 
language would have listened to them with de- 
light ; but the Redbreasts, who understood their 
import, heard them with sympathetic concern. 

Oh, my dear, my beloved mate, said he, am I ' 
then iSvided firom you ftir ever ? What avails it 
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diBt I wn Tumishcd hen with all the cUigiincieii 
>nd luxuries of life P Deprived of ynor cmn)M- 
n; I have ao enjoyment of them ; the liumblest 
roonel, tliough gained with toil and danger, 
would be iiilinilGly preferable to me if tharcd 
with yoa. Here am I shut up for the remainder 
of my dayi, in snciely for which I hare no rel- 
iah, whilst she, Vho has hitherto been the belov- 
ed partner of nil my joys, is for ever wparated 
fnfta me 1 In vain nill you, with painful wing, 
pnnue your anxious search in quest of me; 
never, never more, stiall 1 bring you the wel- 
come refre^meot ; never ihall I hear your 
soothing VMce, aitd delight in the toft murmurs 
of the infant pair, which you hatched with aucli 
cere, and nursi;d with such tenderness ! No, my 
beloved nestlings, never will your wretched fath- 
er be at liberty to guide your flight, and instruct 
you in your duly. Here his voice falteied ; and, 
overcome with hitter reflections, he resigned 
himself a prey to silent sorrow. 

This dove is not happy, however, said tha 
lien Redbreast to her mate, and no wonder ! but 
let ut attend to the notes of that Lark — Hb eyes 
were turned up towards the sicy, he fluttered his 
wibgs, lie strained his throat, and would, to a 
bainaa eyCjhiw appeared jn raptures of joy; 
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but the Redbreasts perceived that he was inflam- 
ed with rage. And am I to be constantly con- 
i , . fined in this horrid place ? sang he. Is my up- 
ward flight to be impeded by bars and wires ? 
1 1 Must I no longer soar towards that bright lumi- 

: I naiyy and make the arch of heaven resound 

with my singing ? Shall I cease to be the herald 
of the mom, or must I be so in this contracted 
sphere ? No, ye partners of my captivity^ hence- 
forth sleep on and take ignoble rest ; and may 
you lose in slumber the remembrance of past 
pleasures ! O cruel and unjust man ! was it not 
enough that I proclaimed the approach of day, 
that f soothed your sultry hours, that I height- 
ened the delights of evening, but must I to grat- 
ify your unfeeling wantonness, be secluded from 
every joy my heart holds dear, and condemned 
to a situation I detest ? Take your delicious^ 
dainties, reserve your flowing stream for those 
who can relish them, but give me liberty ! Dtit 
why do I address myself to you who are heed- 
less of my misery ? Here, casting an indignant 
look around, he stopt his song. 

What tliink you now, Dicky, said the Red- 
breast, have you as high an idea of the happi- 
ness of this place as you conceived at the first 
view of it ? 1 cannot help thinking 8tiU| replied 
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icky, that it is a channing retreat| and that it 
jst be very comfortable to have every thing 
ovided for one's use. Well, said the father, 

us move and observe those Linnets who arc 
ilding their nest. Accordingly they flew to a 
le, the branches of which formed a part of the 
elter of the Aviary, where they easily heard, 
thout being themselves observed, all that pas- 
i in it. 

Come, said one of the Linnets, let us go on 
th our work and finbh the nest, though it will 
ther be a melancholy task to hatch a set of lit- 

prisoners. How difTeremt was the case when 
\ could anticipate the pleasure of rearing u 
nily to all the joys of liberty ! Men, it is true 
w, with officious care, supply us with tlie ncc- 
ary materials, and we make a very good nest ; 
; I protest I had much rather be at the trouble 
seeking them. 
iVhat pleasure Iiave we experienced in pluck- 

a bit of wool from a sheep's back, in search- 

for moss, in selecting the best feather where 
nbers were left to our choice ; in stopping to 
t on the top of a tree which commanded an 
snsive prospect ; in joining a choir of song- 
's whom we accidentally met !-— But now our 
18 
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I -^ (layg pass with repeated sameness ; variety, so 



."■I 



"I" 



necessary to give a relish to all enjoyment, is 
i ii! wanting. Instead of the songs of joy we former- 

1y heard from every spray, our ears are constant* 
ly annoyed with the sound of mournful lamenta- 
tions, transports of rage, or murmurs ofdiscon- 
i '' tent. Could we reconcile ourselves to the loss 

of liberty, it b impossible to be happy here, un- 
less we could harden our hearts to every sympa- 
thetic feeling. 

True, said his mate ; yet I am resolved to try 
what patience, resignation, and employment, 
wUI eflect ; and hope, as your young ones will 
never, know what liberty is, they will never pine 
as we do for it. Saying this she picked up a 

/straw, her mate followed the example, and they 
pursued their work. 

At this instant a hen Groldfinch brought forth 
her brood, who were full fledged. Come, said 
she, my nestlings, use your wings ; I will teach 
you to fly in all directions. So saying, the little 
ones divided : one flew upwards; but, emulous 
to outdo a little Sparrow which was flying in the 
Aviary, he hit himself against the wires of the 
dome, and would have fidlen to the bottom, but 

v« that be was stopped by one of the perches. 
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As toon at he recovered. Why cannot I soar 
as I see other birds do ? said be. Alas ! cried 

] the mother, we are in a place of confinement ; 

I we are shut up, and can never get out ; but here 

is food in abundance, and every other necessary. 

I —Never get out !— exdaimed tbe whole brood ^ 

i. then adieu to happiness ! She attempted to sooth 

I them, but in vain. 

The little Redbreasts rejoiced in their liberty; 
and Dicky gave up the desire of living in the Avi- 
ary, and wished to begone. Stop, said the fath- 
er, let us hear what those Canary birds are 
saying. 

The Canary birds had almost completed their 
nest. How fortunate is our lot, said the hen bird 
in being placed in this Aviary ! How preferable 
it is to the small cage we built in last year ! YeSj^ 
replied her mate: yet how comfortable was that 
in comparison with the still smaller ones in which 
we were once separately confined ! For my part^ 
I have no wish to fly abroad, for I should neith- 
er know what to do, nor where to go; and it shall 
be my endeavour to inspire my young ones with 
tbe same sentiments I feel. Indeed we owe the 
highest gratitude to those who make such kind 
• jNTOvision for a set of foreigners, who have no re- 
aoorces but thmr bounty^ andmybestlayaahall 
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be devoted to tbein. Nothing is wanting to comr 
plete the happiness of this place but to have oth- 
er kinds of birds excluded. Poor creatures ! it 
must be very mortifying to them to be shut up 
here^andsee others of their kind enjoying full 
freedom. No wonder they are perpetually quar- 
relling ; for my part I sincerely pity them, and 
am ready to submit from a principle of compas- 
sion, to the occasional insults and affronts 1 meet 
with. 

You now perceive, Dicky, said the cock Red- 
breast, that this place is not, as you supposed, 
the r^on of perfect happiness ; you may also 
olMervethat it is not the abode of universal 

m 

wretchedness. 

It is by no means desirable to be shut up for 
life, let the place of confinement be ever so splen- 
did ; but should it at any time be your lot to be 
caught and imprisoned, which may possibly 
be the case, adopt the sentiments of the Linnet 
and the Canary birds ; employment will pass 
away many an hour that will be an heavy load 
if spent in grief and anxiety : and reflections on 
the blessings and comforts that are still in your 
power^ will lessen your r^pret for tliose wbich 
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ifaer of R different Bpecies, or distinguished for 
some beautiAil Tuiety either of ibrm or ptumugc. 
Ilie wooden bus which were put in the front 
were painted partly green and partly white, 
which daisied the sight at the first glance,and so 
attracted the ejva, that there was no sering what 
was behind without gcnng close up to the pens. 

The little Redbreasts knew not what sight to 
expect, and b^ged their parent to gratify their 
curiouty. Well, follow me, said the fattier ; but 
1 believe you must alight on the cross bors, or 
you will not be able to examine the beauties of 
these fowls. The/ did so, and in the first pen 
was a pair of Partridges. 

The size of these birds, so greatly exceeding 
their own, astonished them all ; but notwith- 
standing this, the amiable Pecksy was quite in- 
terested by (heir modest gentle appearance, and 
said, she thought no one could ever wish to iiw 
Jurethem. 

True, Pecksy, replied the father, they have, 
from tlie harmlesiness of their disposition, a nat- 
ural claim to tenderness and compassion ; and 
yet I believe there are few birds who meet with 
less } fori have observed,thBt numbers share the 
same fate as the Redstart which you saw die la 
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; I the grove. I have myself seen many put to 

i| death in that manner. 

1 1 For a long time I was excessively puzzled to 

I .^ account for this fatalityi and resolved, if possiblci 

to gratify my curiosity. At length I saw a man 

kill two Partridges, and take them away. This 

man had shewn me great kindness, in feeding 

i\ ne when I first left my father's nest ; so I had 

no apprehension of his doing me an injury, and 

; [ lesolved to follow him. 

When he arrived at his own house I saw him 

ddiver the vicUms of his cruelty to another per- 

ion, who hung them up together by the legs, in 

a place which had a variety of other dead things 

} ij in it, the sight of which shocked me exceeding- 

1 ;. ly, and I could stay no longer ; I therefore flew 

I !^ back to the field in which I had seen the murder 

i ^ committed ; and, in searching about, found the 

nest belonging to the poor creatures, in which 

were several young ones, just hatched, who in a 

j* short time were starved to death I How dread- 

< ful is the fate of young animals that lose their 
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parents before they are able to shift for them* 
selves ! and how grateful ought those to be to 
whom the blessings of parental instructioa and 
assistance b continued I 
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^ 4ne of the party present had his share till every 

j bone was picked. 

There were some other things devoured in the 
same manner ; from which I l<>arnty that men 

1 feed on birds and other animals, as we do on 

those little creatures which are destined for our 
sustenance, only they do not eat them alive. 
Pray, father, said Dicky, do they eat Red- 
breasts ? I believe not, said he ; but I have 
reason to suppose they make many a meal on 

; Sparrows, for I have beheld vast numbers of 

i themkiUed. 

I At this instant their attention was attracted by 

one of the Partridges in the pen, which thus ad* 
dressed' his mate : 

Well, my love, as there is no chance for our 
being set at liberty, I think we may as well pre* 
pare our nest, that you may deposit your eggs 
in it The employ ment of hatching and raising 

y your little ones will, at least, mitigate the weari- 

someness of confinement, and I promise myself 
many happy days yet : for, as we are so well 
fed and attended, I think we may form hopes 
that our oflspring will also be proWded for ; and, 
though they will not be at liberty to range about 

1^, ; as we fiNrmerly did, tbey will avoid many of 
liioie tenron aod anxieties to which our race are 
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frequently exposed at one season of the year in 
particular. 

I am very ready to follow your advice, said 
the hen Partridge, and the business will soon be 
conipletedi for the nest is in a manner made for 
us, it only wants a little adjusting : I will there- 
fore set about it immediately, and will no lon- 
ger waste my hours in fruitless lamentations, 
since I am convinced that content will render 
every situation easy in which we can enjoy the 
company of our dearest friends, and obtain the 
necessaries of life. So saying, she retired into 
the place provided for the purpose, on which 
she was now intent, and her mate followed, in 
order to lend hejr all the assistance in his power* 

I am very glad, said the hen Redbreast, that 
my young ones have had the opportunity of see- 
ing such an example as this. Vou now under- 
stand what benefit it is to have a temper of 
resignation; more than half the evils of life, I 
am well convinced, arise from fretfulness and 
discontent: and would every one, like these 
Partridges, try to make the best of their condition^ 
we should seldom hear complaints^; for tliere 
are much fewer real than imaginary mbfortunef* 
But come, let ns take a peep into the next pen. 
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Here they beheld a pair of fine Pheasants, 
who were quietly picking up some grain that was 
scattered for them ; from which might be infer- 
redy that they had, like the Partridges, recon- 
ciled themselves to their lot. The little Red- 
breasts were much pleased with the beauty of 
the cock bird ; but as there was no conversation 
to be heard here, their parents desired them to 
fly on ; as pleasures, by which the eye only is 
amused, are not deserving of long attention. 
They accordingly hopped to the next parti- 
• tion, in which were confined apair of penciled 
Pheasants. Flapsy was quite delighted with the 
elegance of their form and the beauty of their 
plumage, and could have staid tlie whole day 
looking at them ; but, as these birds were also 
tame and contented, nothing more could be learnt 
here than a confirmation of what the Partridges 
had taught. Our travellers therefore proceeded 
still farther, and found a pair of gold Pheasants. 
Their splendid appearance struck the young 
Redbreasts with astonishment ; and raised such 
sentiments of respect, that they were even fearful 
of approaching birds which they esteemed so 
much superior to themselves : but their father 
desiring they would never form a judgment of 
birds from a glittering outride, placed his family 
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where they bad an opportunity of observing that 
this splendid pair had but little intrinsic merit. 

They were proud of their fine plumage, and 
Aeir chief employment was walking backwards 
and forwards to display it ; and sometimes they 
endeavoured to push through the bars of their 
prison, that they might get abroad to shew their 
rich plumage to the world, and esnilt over those 
who were, in this respect inferior to them. How 
hard, said one of them, it is to be shut up here, 
where there are no other birds to admire us, and 
where we have no little ugly creatures to ridicule* 

If such are your desires, said the hen Red* 
breast, I am sure you are happier here than at 
liberty ; for you would, by your proud affected 
airs, excite the contempt of every bird which has 
right sentiments, and consequently meet with 
continual mortification, to which even the ugliest 
might contribute. 

Pecksy desired to know if all fine birds were 
proud and affected ? By no means, replied her 
mother; you observed the other two pair of 
Pheasants, who were, in my opinion,nearly equal 
to these for beauty and elegance. How easy and 
unassuming wivre they, and how much were their 
charms improved by the graces of humility ! I 
often wonder that any bird should indulge itself 
in pride. What Vi%n« vndi Vii\k creatures as we 
19 
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thus censure, U far from deserving your ill opin- 
ion. Hfi would do you no harm, and is remark- 
able for his filial aOectioit. 

I law him inken prisoner. He was carrying 
his aged fa;her on Ills tiack, whom lie had for a. 
longtime fed and comforiecl : ilie weight of this 
prvciiius burden impeded his (light ; and, being 
at le»;:th weary with it, he descended to the 
ground to rest himself, when a cruel man, who 
was out on the business of bird -catching, threw 
a net over tliem, and then seized him by the neck. 
The poor old ^tork, who was before worn out by 
age and infirmity, unable to bear this calamity, 
fell from his back, and instantly expired. Thig 
Stork, aAer casting a look of anguish on his dear 
parent, which 1 shall never forget, turned with 
Jury on bis perseciilor, whom be beat with his 
wings with all the strength he had ; but it was in 
*iiin to contend with a being so much more pow- 
erful than himself; and in spile of all his exer- 
tions, lie was conveyed to this [)!ace. 

Cut come, let us pick up a little refrcshmenl, 
and then return to the orchard. Saying this, he 
alighted on the ground,as did his mate and her 
family, where they met a plentiful repast in the 
provisions which had been accidentally scattered 
b^y the person whose employment it was to bring ' 
hQd for ihe iiihab\lai\UoiA\\c^\c(i»^eri«. When 
y had Bufficienfly ttgaV<i4feMWK\vw,ia^. 
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ties gladly returned to the nest^ and every heart 
rejoiced in the possession of liberty and peace. 

For three successive days nothing remarkable 
happened either at Mr. Benson's, or the Red- 
breasts' nest. The little family came to the 
breakfast-tableland Robin recovered from his 
accident, though not sufficiently to fly well ; but 
Dicky, Flapsyiand Pecksy, continued so healthy, 
and improved so fast, that they required no far- 
ther care ; and the third morning after their tour 
to the grove, &c. they did not commit the least 
error. When they retired from the parlour mto 
the court-yard, to which Robin accompanied 
them, the father expressed great delight that tliey 
were at length able to shift for themselves. 

And now a wonderful change took place in 
bis own heart. That ardent affection for his 
young, which had hitherto made him, for their 
sakes, patient of toil, and fearless of danger, was 
on a sudden quenched ; but, from the goodness 
of his disposition, he still felt a kind solicitude 
for their future welfare ; and, calling them a- 
round him, he thus addressed them : 

You must be sensible, my dear young ones, 
that, from the time you leA the egg-thell till the 
present instant, both your mother and I have 
nourished you with the tenderest love. We 
have taught you all the arts of life which are ne« 
ceisajy to procure you subsiitience^ and ^ce* < 
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serve you from danger. We have shewn you a 
variety of characters in the different classes of 
birds, and pointed out those which are to be 
shunned. You must now shift for yourselves : 
but, before we party let roe repeat my admoni- 
tion, to use industry, avoid contention, cultivate 
peace, and be contented with your condition. 
Let none of your own species excel you in any 
amiable quality, for want of your endeavours to 
equal the best ; and do your duty in every rela- 
tion of life, as we have done ours by you. To 
the gay scenes of levity and dissipation preA.'r a 
calm retirement, for there is the greatest degree 
of happiness to be found. You, Robin, I would 
advise, on account of your infirmity, to attach 
yourself to the family where you have been so 
kindly cherished. 

Whilst he thus spoke, his mate stood by ; who, 
finding the same change beginning to take place 
in her own breast, she viewed her young ones 
with tender regret : and, when he ceased, cried 
out, Adieu, ye dear objects of my late cares 
and solicitude ! may ye never more stand in need 
of a mother's assbtance ! Though nature now 
dismisses me from the arduous task which J have 
long daily performed, I rejoice not, but would 
gladly continue my toil, for the sake of ito atten- 
dant pleasures. O i delightful sentiments of 
inalemal lovei bow caul "(wtv mv^ ^^ ^ Let 
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ine, my nestlings, give you a last embrace. Then 
spreading her wings, she folded them successive- 
ly to her bosom, and instantly recovered her tran- 
quillity. Each young one expressed his grateful 
thanks to both father and mother, and with these 
acknowledgments filial aflection expired in their 
breasts ; instead of which, a respectful friendship 
succeeded. Thus was that tender tie dissolved 
which had hitherto bound this little family togeth- 
er ; for the parents had performed their duty, 
and the young ones had no further need of tlieir 
parental care. 

The old Redbreasts, having now only them- 
selves to provide for, resolved to be no longer 
burthensome to their benefactors ; and, after 
pouring forth their gratitude in the most lively 
strains, they took their flight together, resolving 
never to separate. Every care now vanished, 
and their little hearts felt no sentiments but those 
of cheerfulness and joy. They ranged the fields 
and gardens, sipped at the coolest springs, and 
indulged themselves in the pleasures of society, 
joining their cheerful notes with those of other 
gay choristers, which animate and heighten the 
delightful scenes of rural life. 

The first morning that the old Redbreasts 
were missing from Mr8.Benson'8 breakfast-table, 
Frederick and his sister were greatly alarmed for 
;|< their safety j but their mamma said she was of 
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opiaioo that they bad left their nestlings ; as it 
was the nature of animab in general to dismiss 
their yoang as soon as they are able to provide 
for themscWes. That is very strange, replied 
Harriet : I wonder wliat would become of my 
brother and me^were you and papa to serve us so ! 

And is a boy of sis, or a girl of deven years 
oldy capable of sliifting for themselves ? said her 
mamma. No^ my dear child, you liave need of 
a much longer continuance of your parents' care 
than birds and otheranimab : and tlierdbreGod 
has ordained, that parental afiection, when once 
awakened, should alwajrs remain in the human 
breast, unless extinguished by the nndudlul be- 
haviour of a child. 

And shall we see the old Redbreasts no more ? 
cried Frederick. I do not know that you will, 
replied Mrs. Benson, though it is not unlikely 
tbatHhey will visit us again in the winter ; but 
let not their absence grieve you, my love, for I 
dare say they are safe and happy. 

At that instant the young ones arrived, and 
met with a \ery joyful reception. The amuse- 
ment they afforded to Master Benson reconciled 
him to the loss of their parents : but Harriet de- 
clared she could not help being sorry that they 
were gone. I shall, for the future, mamma, said 
she, take greax iikAac^ oCanimals ; for I have had 
much cnunaiuvfteta \u o\»ftrwBf^ ^^ ^«vj* of 
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these Robins. I highly approve youi^ resolution^ 
my dear, said Mrs. Benson, and hope the occa- 
sional instruction I have at different tiroes given 
you has furnished you with general ideas respect- 
ing the proper treatment of animals. I will now 
inform you upon what principles the rules of 
conduct 1 prescribe to myself on this subject are 
founded. 

1 consider that the same almighty and good 
Gody who created mankind, made all other 
living creatures likewise ; and appointed th era 
their different ranks in the creation, that they 
might form together a communityi receiving and 
conferring reciprocal beneiils* 

There is no doubt that the Almighty designed 
all beings for happiness, proportionable to the 
iaculties he has endued theai with ; and whoev- 
er wantonly destroys that happiness acts contra- 
ry to the will of his Maker. 

The world we live in seems to have been 
principally designed for the use and comfort of 
mankind, who, by the divine appointment, have 
dominion over the inferior creatures ; in the ex- 
ercise of which it is certainly their duty to im- 
itate the supreme Lord of the Universe, by be- 
ing merciful to the utmost of their power. 
They are endued, with reason, which enables 
them to discover the different naXute^ ol >at>;Aftv^ 
ihe fMCulUcM they possess, and Vio'ii lii^^^^ toa:) \i^ 
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. made lerviceable in the world ; and as beast: 

^. cannot apply these Acuities to their own use ii 

y SO extensive a way, and numbers of them be 

• ing unable to provide for their own sustenance^ 

indebted to men for many of the necessaries o 

life^en have an undoubted right to tiieir iaboui 

in return. 

Several other kinds of animals, which an 
sustained- at the expence of roanivind, cannot la 
bour for them ; from such tliey have a natura 
claim to whatever they can supply towards tin 
food and raiment of their benefactors ; when wi 
take the wool and milk of the flocks and herds 
we take no more than our due, and what thej 
can very well spare : as they seem to have ai 
over-abundance given them, that they may b 
able to return their obligations to us. 

Some creatures have nothing to give us bu 
their own bodies : these have been exprcsslj 
destined, by the Supreme Governor, as food foi 
mankind, and he has appointed an extraordinary 
increase of thorn for this very purpose ; such ai 
increase as would be very injurious to us if al 
were suflcred to live. These wc have an un 
doubtefl right to kill; but should make tliei 
short lives as conifortuble j>s possible. 

Other creatures seem to be of no particula; 
use to mankind, but a« \W^ «etN^\!d Wm&U oui 
minds with contcmp\u\Aoa^ ^t^^\9Sa^\si^\Rs 
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er, and goodness ofGod, and to exhilarate our 
spirits by thfir cliecrfiilness. Tliey should not 
be wantonly killed, nor irriited wilh tlie least 
degree of cruelly, but should be at full liberty to 
ei)jny the blessings assigned thrm ; unless they 
ubound to such a degree hh to becume iiijiirious, 
ky devouring the food which if designed fur man, 
or fur animals more immedi.itrly benelieiul to 
him, whom it is liis duty to protect. 

Some animals, such as wild beasts, serpents, 
Sic. are in their natures ferocious, noxious, or 
venomous, and capable of injuring the health, or 
e\'en of destroying tlte lives of men and other 
creatures oCahiglier rank llian themselves : these, 
ifthey liitve the secret abodes which are allolled 
ihem, and become olTensive, certainly may willi 
justice be killed. 

In a word, my dear, we should enilenvour tu 
regulate our regards according to the utility an<l 
necessities of every living creature wilh which 
wc are any ways connected ; and cuDscquenily 
siiould pivfer the happiness nf mankind to that 
of any animal whatever. Next In these (who, 
being partakers of the Bnme nature as ourselves, 
are more properly our feilow creatures) wc 
should consider our cattle and domestic animals, 
and take care to supply every creature that is 
dependent on ui with propcv tooi, wniVt*.^ '*. 
in its proper place : alVet *»»» ■wmAt. -w* 
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supplied, we should extend oiir benevolence and 
compasftion as far as possible to the inferior 
ranks of beings ; and, if nothing fartlier is in ! 
our power, we should at least refrain from exer- 
cising crueltips on them. For my own part^ I { 
never willingly put to death, or cause to be put 
to death, any creature, but when there is a real ; 
necessity for it ; and have my food dressed in a j 
plain manner, that no more lives may be sacrifi* 
ced for me than nature requires for my 8ub»st« 
ence in that way which God has allotted me. | 
But I fear T have tired you with my long Iec-> 
ture, so will now dismiss yoo. , 

While Mre. Benson was giving these instruc- 
tions to her danp;liter, Frederick diverted him- 
himself with tlie young Redbreasts, who, having 
no kind parents now to admonish them, made a 
longer visit than usual : so that Mrs. Benson 
wculd have been obliged to drive them away, 
had not Pecksy, on seeing her move from her 
scat, recollected that she and her brother and 
sister had been guilty of an impropriety ; she 
therefore reminded them that they should no . . 
longer intrude, and led the way out at the win- , f 
dow : the others followed her, and Mrs. Benson 
* gave permission to her children to take their 
Bioming's walk before tliey began their lessons. 



L 



* 






1* 




CONCLUSION. 

As the old 'Robins, who were the hero and 
heroine of my tale, are made happy, it is time 
for me to put an end to it : but my young read- 
ers will doubtless wish to know the sequel of 
the history ^ I shall therefore inform them of it 
in as few words as possible. . 

Miss Harriet followed her mamma's precepts 
and exaraplesy and grew up a general benefactress 
to all people, and all creatures, with whom she 
was any ways connected. 

Freiierick was educated upon the same plan, 
and was never known to be cruel to animals, or 
to treat them with an improper degree of fond- 
ness ; he was also remarkable for his benevo* 
lence, so as to deserve and obtain the character 
of a good man. 

Miss Lucy Jenkins was quite reformed by 
Mrs. Benson's lecture, and her friend's example; 
but her brother continued h'ls practice of exer- 
cising barbarities on a variety of unfortunate an- 
imals, tiil he went to school ; where, having no 
opportunity of doing so, he gratified his malig- 
nant disposition on his school-fellows, aud made 
it his diversion to pull their hair, and pinch and 
tease the younger boys ; and, by the time he bo- 
oune a man, had so hardenied W Vtwtx^^^xvA 
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kinil of distress aiTected liini^ uor did he, cure iur 
nny ])cr8on but bimself; consequently lie wui( 
despised by oil with whom he had any inter- 
course. In this manner he lived for some years : 
at lengthy as he was inhumanely beating and 
spurring n fmc horse, merely because it did not 
go a taster pace tlian it was able to do, the poor 
«Teature, in its elTorts to evade his blows, threw I 
his barbarous rider, who was killed on the spot. 

Farmer Wilson*s prosperity increased with 
every succeeding year ; and he acquired a plen- 
tiful fortune, with which he gave portions to 
each of his children, as opponunities oifercd for 
settling them in the world : and he and his wife 
lived to a good old age, beloved and respected by 
all who knew them. 

Mrs. Addis lost her Parrot by the disorder 
with which it was attacked while Mrs. Benson 
was visiting at the house ; and before she had 
recovered the shock of this misfortune, as 
she called it, her grief was renewed by the death 
of an old Lap-Dog. About a year afterwards 
her Monkey escaped to the top of the house, 
from whence he fell and broke his neck. The 
favourite Cat went mad, and wus obliged to be 
killed. In short, by a series of calamities, all 
her dear darlings were successively destroyed* 
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She supplied their places with new favourites) 
which gave her a great deal of fatigue and trou- 
ble. 
In the mean while her children grew up; and, 

having experienced no tenderness from her^ 
they scarcely knew they had a mamma ; nor 
did those who had the care of their education 
inculcate that her want of affection did not can- 
cel their duty ; they therefore treated her with 
the utmost neglect, and she had no friend left. 
In her old age, when she was no longer capable 
of amusing herself with Cats, Dogs, Parrots, 
and Monkies, she became sensible of her errors, 
and wished for the comforts which other parents 
enjoyed'; but it was now too late, and slie end- 
ed her days in sorrow and regret. 

This unfortunate lady had tenderness enough 
in her disposition for all the purposes of human- 
ity : and, had she placed it on proper objects, 
agreeably to Mrs. Benson's rule, she might have 
been, like her, a good wife, mother, friend, and 
inbtress, consequently respectable and happy. 
But, when a child, Mrs. Addis was (under an 
idea of making her tender-hearted) permitted to 
lavish immoderate fondness on animals, the care 
of which engrossed her whole attention, and 
greatly interrupted her education ; so that, in- 
stead of studying natural history, and otiier use- 
ful things; her time was takeo up QamQerin^and 
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itca ; and otMay i oim fell an innocent Tictim 
to bi> mutaken ideai. 

The parent Redbreaits irinted tlinr kind ben- 
tAdon the next winter ; but, as they were fly- 
ing along one day, tbey nw »me crumbs of 
bread, which had been scattered by Miss Lucy 
JenkinSf who (as I obMrred before) bad adopt- 
ed tbe sentiments of ber friend, in respect to 
compassioo to animals, and resolved to imitate 
ber in every excelleacc. The Redbreasts grate- 
Ailly picked up ibc crumbs, and, encouraged by 
the gentle invitation of her looks, determined to 
repeat their visits : which ibey accordingly did, 
and foutad such an ample supply, that they 
thoogbt it more advisable to go to her with tbdc 
next brood, than to be burtbensome to tbeir old 
benefactors, wbo had a great number of pcmsion- 
en to support : but Master and Miss Benson had 
frequently tbe pleasure of seeing them, and 
knew them &om all their spedes by several pe- 
culiaritiei, which so long an acquunlance had 
given tbem the opportunity of observing. 

Robin, in pursuance of hi* father'a advice, 
and agreeably to bis own inclinations, attached 
himself to Mr. Brason's family, where he was 
an exceeding great favourite. He had before, 
imderibecoiidactoflutpuenti,inade fre<ineDt 
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ex^rsions in the garden, and was, by their di- 
rection, enabled to get up into trees, but his 
wing never recovered sufficiendy to enable him ' 

to take long flights $ however, he found himself 
at liberty to do as he pleased ; and, during the 
summer months, he commonly passed most of 
his time abroad, and roosted in trees, but vuited 
the tea-table every morning; and there he 
usually met his sister Pecksy, who took her 
abode in the orchard, where she enjoyed the 
friendship of her fether and mother. Dicky and 
Flapsy, who thought their company too grave, 
flew giddily about together. In a short tune, 
they were both caught in a trap-cage, and put 
into the Aviary, which Dicky once longed to 
inhabit. Here they were at first very mise- 
rable ; but, after awhile, recollecting their good 
parents' advice, and the example of the Linnets 
and Pheasants, they at length reconciled them- 
selves to their lot, and each met with a mate 
with whom they lived tolerably happy. 

Happy would it be for the animal creation, if 
every human being, like good Mrs. Benson, con« 
suited the welfare of inferior creatures, and 
neither spoiled them by indulgence, nor injured 
them by tyranny ! Happy would mankind be, 
//everyone like her^ acted m conformity to the 
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will of their Maker ; by cultiTatiog in their 
own mindsy and those of thdr children, the di- 
vine principle of general benevolence. 

From the foregoing examplesi I hope^my 
young readers will select the best for their own 
imitatioo, and take warning by the rest, other- 
wise my Fabulous HisTOKUs have been writ* 
laninvam* 



THs sm. 
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